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|| careful to keep this following Let- 
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' that too notwithſtanding the Soli- 
| Citation ( not to ſay Importunity ) of 
| divers Illuftrious Perſons, and even 


| give way to its paſſing abroad into the 


TO THE 


COUNTESS 


OF 
WARWICK. 


My Dear Siſter, | 
Expe® you ſhould ſomewhat 
|| wonder, that after having 
for above Eleven Tears been 


ter from the Publick View , and 


Iour Commands to releaſe it from its 


| Confinement ; 1 ſhould now at length 


A 2 World, 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
World, and its making you a publick 
and ſolemn Addreſs. Wherefore judg- 

| ing my ſelf oblig'd to give you an ac- 
count of a Paper, for which you have | 
been long pleas'd ſo highly and ſo ob- 
lrgingly to concern your ſelf, T muſt, to 
remove your wonder, inform you, T hat 
1 amreduc'd to this Publication in my 
. own defence. For, whilſt Twas far from 
dreaming of permitting this Epiſile | 

' to paſs out of myCloſet, it happend, 
that a broken Copy of it did ( by I know 
not what misfortune for me ) fall into| 
the hands of a necefſitous perſon, who| 
would needs perſwade himſelf, that) - 
by Printing it, he might relieve ſome| 
of his preſent wants ; and thereupon! 
profſer'd to ſell the Copy for a ſum of| 
Money. But, my good fortune leading] 
him to a Stationer,to whom my name) 
was not unknown, he wery ctvilly 
fent me forthwith notice of the Pro- 


| poſitron 
\ 


ENNEAMT an ve: wu 


Nature being expeted from 
| me, the appearing of this, in ftead of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


poſition that was made him, and after 
came. himſelf to acquaint me,that the 
Copy about which he. had been Treat- 


\ ed with, being but One of Two or 


T hree that were then abroad, ſome or 0- 
ther of them would, queſtionleſs, ſoon 
find the way to the Preſs. This unwel- 
come Accident did little leſs trouble 
than ſurprize me for, beſides that it 
impos'd on me the neceſſity of a Publi- 
cation Thad ſo long declin'd ; and bee 
ſides that I knew, that Com- Some Treatiſe 

relating to Expe- 


poſures of F74 very differing rimental Philo- 


ſophy. 


Them, would make this unwelcome to 
many, though it had fewer Imper- 


feftions than. it has : Beſides theſe 


things ( [ fay ) my 5 ight was then, and 
zs ftill, ſo impair d by a diftemper in 
my Eyes; and the hours T could dif- 
Poſe of, were ſo Praingag'd to Philoſo- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
phical Themes, that I could not pro- | 
miſe my ſelf ſomuch as toread it over | © 
before its going to the Printer. But, | 

conſidering after all this,that the Copy | 
I had by me was like to prove more | 
Full, and leſs Faulty , than any of | 
thoſe that ſome endeavour d to 0b- | 
trude upon the World, I thought it leſs | 
inconvenient to venture mine own a- ; 
broad,than torun the hazard of a ſur- | 
reptitious Edition of a Diſcourſe, that | 
could ſo ill bear the appearing with | 
any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it | 
brought with it into the World from. | 
my Pen. And therefore having put it | 
into the hands of Perſons, whoſe emi- | 
nent Abilities, the more knowing part 
of the Nation has long and juſtly ad- |. 
mir d,and begg d their Impartial Opi- | 
rion ond Caſtigations of it, (giving | 
them entire liberty to Alter or Ex- | 
punge whatever they diſlik'd ; ) and | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


finding ( by haſtily turning over the 


Leaves ) that their Caſtigations were 


only enough to let me ſee, that they 


had heedfully read it over ; and were 
accompanied with encouragements , 
which care was taken t0 keep me from 
looking upon as meer Compliments : I 


let it go the Preſs, without ſo much 


as having once perus'd it, or heard it 
read over ſince the Stationer firſt gave 
me the Advertiſement T told you of. 
Which T made the leſs ſcruple to do, 
becauſe a Critick, whoſe Judgment 
and Piety I much reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeaugur d to perſmade me, that I 
ought not in Conſcience to decline pub- 
liſhing what he was pleaſed to think 
proper to kindle or cheriſh the Flames 
of Divine Love in the Breaſts of the 
Readers. And my Haſte it ſelf did af- 
terwards Promiſe me theſe Advan- 
tages, That notwithſlanding my 
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The Epiſtle Dedicarory, 
Books not coming forth ſooner , 1 
ſhould not toſe the Excuſe of Youth 
I had when it was Written : nay, and 


That the Faulty paſſages which may | 


be met with in it, will perhaps be | 


charged upon thoſe that ſuffer d them 


to paſs Uncorrefied, when they had | 


ſo abſolute a Power to Expunge or 


Reform them. T heſe, and the like Mo- | 


tives, having induc d me to conſent to 
the Publication of the following Let- 
ter, I needed not deliberate long, To 
whom T ſhould Addreſs it. For, ſince 


that accompliſh'd Lindamor, whom tt | 
ſomuch concern'd, has left the World, | 
there is no perſon in it to whom this | 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as | 
znto you, Dear Siſter. It was at that | 
Delicious Leeze, where you are now | 
the Miftriſs, that this Letter was writ- | 


ten ; and it was of You that I borrow d 


thoſe Hours I ſpent in Writing it. 


1 was 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


'Twas to You that T ſhew'd it almoſt 
Sheet by Sheet, before I reſolu'd to 


| ſend it away. *Tis Tou that can beſt 


Excuſe the Imperfeftions of it , as 
knowing not only the more obwious,but 
the more private Avocations and other 


| Diſaduantages, among which it was 


Penn'd. *1 is you that have ever ſince 


| Solicited me 10 divulge it, and have 
given me the greateſt Encouragements 


to do fo, not only by thoſe Soliritations 
which imply d Your own Favourable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 


| concealing or diſguiſing my Name(the 
| anſuſpefed Opinions of divers com- 
| petent Judges : ina word, this Addreſs 
| belongs upon ſo many ſcores to Tou, 
\ that 1could not make it any where elſe, 
| without manifeſtly Wronging You, T1 


know, Dear Siſter, that it 1s not uſu- 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Re- 
lation ; and that it is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Epiſtles, both to Depreciate what 

| one 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


one has Written to Extol the Per- - 
ſon that one writes to, eſpecially if it 
be one of your Sex and Quality. But, f 
You know too, that I never ſwore Alte. | te 
grance to C uſtom, and therefore will| tt 
not, T ſuppoſe, wonder to ſee me as little| D 
Solicitous to conform to it on T his) 6 0 
occaſion as 0n others. In an Age when| * 
ſo few Perſons have Merit enough, to, fl 
keep that from being Flattery, which| h 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at all| 4 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon the| : 
unhappy neceſſity of either Flattering, 
or appearing Rude; when by better | [ 
chuſing the Objefs of my Addreſ es, [| tt 
can, as occaſion requires, give Praiſes, | 4 
without Untruth , or forbear them | # 
without Incivility. Nor dareI preſume, | P 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a fault , by # 
being put into a Dedicatory E piſtle b 
as antiently the hurtful Beaſts forgot | 
their pernicious Nature,when brought | #1 
into. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


rl into the Ark. Not to mention that 
it| Books of Devotion have generally the 
t,| ſtrange and unhappy Fate, of being 
-.| leſs welcome to them that moſt, than 
JI! to them that leſs, need them. As for the 
le Diſcourſe I preſent You, though my 
;5| Opinion of it may be gueſs d at,by the 
n| Privacy to which I have fo long Con- 
0) fnid it: Tet becauſe,as in Phyſick,to 
, have a good Opinion of the Medicine, 
IJ} and the Dofor ; ſo in Books of Dewo- 
e tion, (which are a kind of Phyſick for 
' the Mind) to have one of the Compo- 
| ſure, or of the Writer, both inclines us 
7| to look after the Preſciptions, and 
- | Advantages their Operations ; For 
2 this reaſon I ſhall ſay nothing to diſ- 
| parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Na- 
ture to aim more at the being pratiſed 
by the Readers , than the being par- 
+ þ d; and ſhall not at all repine to ſee .. 
+| It find from the Publick as Fave _ 
9 | b! of 
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The-Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
ble a Reception, as it has hitherto met 
with in Cloſets. And now, Dear St- 
fler, though I know you will not ; yet 
1 doubt, my other Readers will ex. 
pe, that this Letter ſhould, according 
to thaMode of Epiſtles Dedicatory, 
be concluded with Commendations of 
you, and Compliments to you :. It be- 


ing almoſt as much out of faſhion In 


ſuch Addreſſes to omit giving praiſes, 


as "tis to believe the praiſes given on 


ſuch occaſion. But, though I can 
praiſe you without either disbelie:| 
_ my ſelf, or fearing to be disbelie:; 
ved by any that knows you ; yet , 
beſides that our Relation , and our 
Friendſhip would make ſuch a way of 
writing misbecoming me on all occaſti- 
ons; T know your Piety and your 
Modeſty, would peculiarly diſallow it 
upon this; where the ſubjedt I am 
t0 entertain you with,s of of ſuch a Na! 


ture) 


The Epsſtle Dedicatory. 


ture, as would make a Flaunting Ad- 


dreſs, but a very unſuitable Iitrodu- 
ion to it. The Nature of my Theme, 
as well as the. ſtrieineſs of your Vir- 
tue, and our Friendſhip, forbidding me 


| here to celebrate you,otherwiſe than 


by letting the World ſee, that I dare, 
even in a Dedicatory Addreſs, with- 
out fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear to 
celebrate you. And if it be demand- 
ed, why then T refrain not likewiſe 


from writing to you a Dedication 2 
| T ſhall anſwer, That I am unwilling 
.| to loſe this opportunity of making a 


publick acknowledgment , that as 1 
have the Honour to be your Brother, 


and your Friend, ſo I have the Fu- 


ſlice to think it very much my Happi- 


i neſsto be ſo : Eſpecially, ſince you are 


pleaſed to aſſure me, That my Re- 
lation to you has rather been the 0c- 


caſios than the ground of a Friend- 
ſhip, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhip, that does, whilſt it enjoyns me 
to profeſs my ſelf without Comple- 
ment, Oblige me to be, with all the 
Sincerity that's poſſible, 


My Dear Siſter, 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate Brother, 


and moſt 


Faithful Humble Seryant, FE 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. 


( As they were Written ſome Years ſince, 
when ſome Intelligent Perſons were to 
have a ſight of the following Diſcourſe.) 


"O prevent thoſe Scruples which elſe might 
ariſe in the peruſal of the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
the Reader of it is requeſted to take notice. 


I. That theugh Ignorance hath been of late ſo 


. much in faſhion with too many of our Toung Ne- 


bility, that ſome Paſſages of the enſuing Papers 


may ſeem unfit to have been written to a Toung 


| Gentlemen, yet the Perſon they were adareſs'd to, 
b:ing both a Traveller, a Linguiſt, and a Scholar, 


it was not improper to diſcourſe with him at the 
rate of ſuppoſing him ſo qualify d. 


IT. That the enſuing Letter was not written 


| fingle, being but the Laſt of Divers; wherein 


Love in gentral was Confeſſedy Fuſtifyd, and 
Celebrated ; wherein the received way of Ma- 
king Love was Explicated, Defended, and Op- 
poſed ; wherein Conſfancy and Tuconſtancy in 
Love were argued For and Againſt ; wherein 
Platonick Love was Explicated , Celebrated , 
and wherein the Cure of Love was propoſed, 

an 


Advertſements to the Reader. 
andProſecuted; wherein (to diſpatch) the Contro- 


wverted Points concerning Love were diſcoursd ofs 
in away ſuited to the ſeveral Themes ; and to the 
HTumors and Principles of the ſuppoſed Writers. 
But all the former Papers, (written in Comple- 
ment to a fair Lady) though wery free from the 
Guilt of eith:r Licentiouſneſs, or Prophaneneſs, 
have been by the Author judged too little Serious, 
either to appear Alone, or to accompany the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, wherein he has expreſſed his Own O - 
niens, 4s in the former he but deduced of thoſe 
{maginary Perſons. ZH 
JIT. That the following Paper was to have been 
Attended by another, wherein the Properties and 
Duties of Seraphick Love were to have been Ex- 
plicated and ine fied on, but the Author, before 
he had Written that Other, accidentally meeting 
with a French Book, wherein, though 
what he had already Diſcourſed of _* Amer Di- 
were not handled, he found that much Moulin. 
of what he had d:fign:d to ſet down 
was anticipated ;. and the moſt Pertinent Conftderas 
tions his intended Themes ſuggeſted, were Skilfully 
diſplayed already : he fear d it might be injurions to 
hw Reader, and himſelf, if he ſhould either turn 4 
tranſcriber of others Notions, or decline the beſt 
=5; god belongins to his Theme, that the Leſs 
Good ones wicht paſs without ſuſpicion for his 


Ons, 
IV. That 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 
IV. That the enſuing Trifle having been written 
in haſte, and by ſnatch:s, amongſt diſtracting avox 
cations, and far from Leterary accommodations, is 


freely ſubmitted to the Ceaſure of Learned and Im 


partial Peruſers, eſpecially Divines : Who are by th: 
Anthor requ:flied to believe its miſtaking Paſſages, 
and nnwary Expreſſions, (if it contain any ſuch ) 
to have been altog:ther Unintentional, and ſuch as 
they ſhall never jind it to be more than one labour to 
make him diſcern and retratt ; he being reſolved, 
by God's aſſiſtance, to continu? ſtill obſequious enough 
to all clearer diſcoveries of Truth, to be able to ſay, 
Errare poſſum, Hzreticus eſſe Nolo. And, xs 
he is on his part ſo reſigned, and ſo willing to be 
redtifyd, ſo he expects this Equity from theſe, to 
whoſ: Tudaments he ſubmits, that conſtdering be in- 
tend-d not to write a ſolemn and regular Treatiſe; 


tut a private and familiar Epiſtle, they will paſs by 


ſuch unaccurateneſſes as are wont to be incident to 


compoſers of this later Naturz. He preſum'd he 
might ſometimes make bold with the uulgar Laws of 
Tenſes, treatins of an Eternity that admits them 
not. if hop'd, that the frezdem taken in ſom? of 
his Expr:ſſtons concerning Love, and the wonted ob3 


jeffs of it, would be excnsd, by its being exatted 


by the D:#re2 h: had uqon Linds- 


. f FT n « | di t! '$ 
mor, ivengh h: had not (which In 2» COTS 


a;! the fore-men- 


q:t te has) otheriviſe accounted for tiowd Letters to 


it. 1? intends not to adopt theſ: my Lady T. 7. 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. 


eften erroneous) Traditions of the Vulgar, whence he 
ſometimes draws Cempariſons, that he may not deny 
himſclf the Liberty taken by the Generality of Wri- 
ters ( without excepting the Learneder ſort of thews ) 
who ſcruple not in Popular Compeſures, to make Si- 
milies and Alluſions grounded on Popular Traditions 
and Perſwaftons. AS for thiſe common Places, 
which apt of our Author's Diſcourſe allow'd 
him net to d-:clin:, he hopes the Reader will diſcern 
ty his way of Writing, that he loves to uſe them, 
not as Travellers, but as Flunters uſe the Fligh- 
ways: For the Traveller, whes he once gets into 
the Read, makes it his bufineſs to keep in it ; 
whereas the Hunter, if he meets one lying in his 
wa, is net fond of Staying in it, Ent nimbly Creſſes 
it, or Traw:rſes ſo much of it, as is requifite to be 
paſt through in the purſuit of his Game. And laſt- 
ly, if in ſome few Paſſages of the following Letter 
( eſpecially abeut the beginning of it ) the Expr:ſſi- 
ons are liſs Grav: and Solemn than th: Deſien ; 
the Author hopes, that even They will yet appear 
tolerally Serious, fer the Aireſt parts of a Letter, 
written by on: Toung Gentleman ts another. 
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To the Love of 


7G O D8 


My Deareſt ww, 


Am very much delighted to learn 
both by the voice of Fame, and 
the Informatioa of much more 


r 
- credible Relators, that Hormion?'s 
- cold ulage has cur'd you of the 
7 | Fever her ſcorching Ey23 had givea you: 


y, | And that when once you found your {eli 
reſerved, to jhew, what wonders her 
Eyes were able to perform, you ſeaſon- 
ably reſolv'd to become an Initance of 
the Power, rather of Reaion, than of Love ;" 
E | and accordingly, did your {eif tne right 
to frultrate the vain hopes, your i intilcing 
Mittriſs cherifl'd, * ro maniivit in You, 
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Serephick Love. 
thar her Charms were capable to make 
our Flame perſevere, when her change 
bad made it as well caultleſs as hopelels: 
I could wiſh indeed for your ſake, that 
you owed your Cure more entirely to 
your Reaſon, and leſs, to your Reſent- * } 
ment; .that the extraction of your free- | 
dom may no ways blemiſh it. Bur, ſince 
unallay'd Satisfactions are Joys too Hea- 
venly to fall to many Mens ſhares on 
Earth, I cannot but conclude, that your 
Recovery, even on theſe Terms, deſerves 
I ſhould congratulate it. For, the Fre; ch 
ſay truly, that Les plus conrtes Folies ſont 
0s meilleures. And Liberty being roo 
high a Bleſſing to be diveſtible of that 
nature by Circumſtances ; I (that ſeldom 
deplore him, who, by loſing his Miſtrifs, 
recovers himſelf) think that Hermione 
has bur intentionally, not eventually diſ- 
oblig'd you ; and hath made your flames 
a better return, by reſtoring you your 
own Heart, than ihe could have done by 
exchanging hers for it. But that which 
not leait endears ro me your Recovery, 
is, that T am ailur'4 by Perfons, from 
whom I dare credit even ſo welcome 
News, that my endeavors prov'd fo hap- 
Py, as Lo be convtucive to it, and = 
the 
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Seraphick Lowe. 


the, Conſiderations 1; yentur'd .to_preſent 


you, did ar leaſt fo-far contribute to your 


freedom, as to give yourhe defire and the 


getign of regaining it. For, \Þ: hope, 1 
need not tell you,. that I {eldam uſeiEn- 
deavors, whole proſperoulneſs is - mare 
welcome to me,: than thoſe rhat aſpire to 
ferve Lindamor. . And though, ;I; cannot 
ever pay you any great Services w1, rela- 
4y9n - to my --valtly 'greater defires,\;yiet 'I 
gan ſcarce do. you little ones 1a 'relation 
tothe. delight reſulting from! the- haying 
done you' any. , Nor-has the /joy'which 


this: tycce(s of - my diſcourtes ;hrings: me, 


being ſparingly: eacreas'd by my having 


ventur'd theny with much more defire, 


than expectation of their Proſpering ; and. 
-leis our of any-ſtrong hope they, would 


tuceced, than our of;an unwillingnels.to 
leaye rhe means, | thought leaſt. jmpro- 


bable unallay'd': Being invited to excite 


you. to greater hopes, than I-durſt allow 


\my:{elf for you, by. the example of Ge- 
-nerals;, who, - whatloeyer  diſtruſtfyl 


choughts they. harbor in "their Breaſts, 


ftuppote, that { before the Bartel): ro] make 
«their; Soldiers Fight ſucceſsfully, tis as 
. well conducive -as requiſite, by encoura- 
-ging Orations, :tomake them think they 


B 3 ſhall 


ſhall doſo. For, although T endeavourd 
indecd to perſwade' you, that Realon' ber 
ing born Sovereigi of the Paſſions, though 
her-Tcenivy or - Supinenelſs 'cdo ſometimes. 
borh- occaſion and permir- their Uſurpa- 
tions ;  ſhe'-1s ſeldom to diveſted of her 
Native':Power, but that when{oever ſhe 
pleateth to imploy 'whar (ſhe hath lefr, 
the'is able-to. reſume whar ſhe hath loſt: 
And though I was williag you ſhould'be- 
lieve, that to perfeA what your Relent- 
ment had' begun, was a Task to eakie, 
that the Victory was as much 1n your 
Power as the rel{olution of atcempring it; 
yer, notwithilanding all this, I {ay, 1 was 
vace half perſwaded, that to undertake 
the Curing of a Lover, was the next 
Weakncls to the being one. And, Lin- 
damor, to deal ngeniouſly with you, your 
Recovery hath, circumſtances: in ir, that 
make me very apprehenſive that you are 
not yet out-ef' the danger of a Relaple, 
and that you have- not half fo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Con- 
{titution of Mind, as' the former Idol of 
it, © I-know that from-a Peron, who, for 
one that, hath never yet been hurt by 
Cupia, is accuſed of uſing him ſhghringly, 
and fevcrely enough; you will expect En- 
NS _ —- geyvouyy 
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deavours to preſerve you from Relapſes, 
by ſuch diſſuaſions from Love, as its Vo- 
raries will ſcarce vouchſate ſo mild a Title 
co, as that of Invetives againſt ic. And 
I ſhall Ingeniouſly acknowledge, Linda- 
zr, that I have been ſometimes no very 
unready Satyriſt on that Theme ; and 
with a Pen relithing of the Liberty I che- 
ril'd in my Reart, endeavour'd to diſa- | 
buſe thoſe ſervile Souls, that being born 
- to Reaſon, fo far degraded themſelves as 
to boaft ſolely an exceſs of Paſſion; and 
had ſuch low and narrow Thoughts of 
Felicity and Milery, as to expect cither 
froma Womans ulage. All which | rhoughe 
I might the freelier do , becauſe having 
never known the Infelicities of Love, bur 
_ in the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 
bably ſuppoſe, that my Declamarions a- 
gainit it would pals for the productions 
of my Reaſon, not my Revenge. Bur, 
Lindamor, though the extravagancies of 
ſome Mens folly, have been tomerimes 
too great, to let me ayoid laughing {ome- 
what Satyrically art it, yet I am really too 
little an Enemy to Love, unleſs excailiye 
of miſ-placed, by indittint and disfigu- 
ring Conſiderations, to repreient to you 
the Nobleſt Paſſion of the Mind, as its 
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you fee; 
_ cuouſſy Quarrel with ail forrs of Love, 


Serabhick\Lovs. 
Holt hideous and formidable Diſeaſe, 

"0 To leve-even with ſome paſlionatheſs, 
tHe! Perſbh | you would” Marry, ' is 'tot 
oy allowable, bur'expedicnt, being-al- 
molt neceſfary tro the Dary. of fixing-your 
atfe@on; -where- you hats once engaged 


your - Faith ; for, thr 'hacfitbeen obtery'd, 


that Love' dothi{eldozsiſitifer it 1e!f to bs 
cofhfin'd by other Matches, than thoſe of 
Irs own -making. And few, bur' they, 
that are'{o wiſe' as they tee caule to be 
almolt in Love before-{iand with thoſe 
they Marry, prove {o' honeſt, as after- 
wards to be 11 Love with none ele . Since 
mary the Marriage of a wiie Man 
_— poles at leaſt as high adegree of Love, 
She is-capable ro- cherithy * without for- 


feiting that Title ;-1 can ſcarce dxallew 


the being modeta rely i in Love, without be- 
ing injuriousto Marriage, which is a Rela- 
tion, that though 1 can with much leſs 
reluftancy PErmiL others, than contraſt 
my {eif; yer care I] nor abſolutely con- 
demn a concition of Life, as expedient 
to no Man, without which, even Paradice 
and Innocence were not iy: CiCNL LO COM- 
p:cat the happineis of the firſt Man. Thus 
Findamor, that | do not promil- 


bur 
EY 
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Sur endeavour only ro poileſs you with 
this Truth,”:rhar as anciently among the 
Faws, there were odoriferous Unguents, 
which 'it was neither unutual nor unlaw- 
fak-to ahoint rhemielves with, or beſtow 
4pon their Friends; bur there was a: ctt- 
24h peculiar compoſition too, 'of a pre- 
cious Oyntment,' which God having re- 


Jerv'd to be employ'd in his own Service; 


with that, the perfuming of their Friends 
was Criminal and Sacrilegious :.' So there 
are regylated:cdegrees of Love; which 'ris 
not forbidden ro -harbour:foria Friend, a 
Mifriſs, or a Wife ; bur "there is: roo a 
certain peculiar ſtrain; or (if-I may 1b 


call it) Heroick Temperament: gf-Love, 
-which, where-ever it 15 found, makes it 
belong , as unalienable, as juitly-'\unro 


God. A virruous Wife may love both her 


Husband's Relations and her: own; -and 


yer be truly faid to love him with her 
whole Heart; becauſe there-/1s :a-certain 
unrivall'd depree of kindnets; and a 

culiar ſort of Love, which 'conftiturss | 


true conjugal attetion, that the contines 
to 'him, and reſerves intirely for him, 


and would think 1t Criminal xo harbour 
tor any other Perfon: So a Religious 


Seul may obey the Command of: Loving 


God 
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: God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af- 
-fections other:Objects; provided they be 
kept in. due: Subordination to, and kept 
from catring into Competition with that 

Love, which ought to be appropriated to 

Him ; and which reſults chiefly from, an 
either alrogether or almoſt unincreaſable 

Elevarian, and vaſtnetſs of Aﬀection; from 

an entire Reſignment to, and an abſolute 

Dependance on the Lov'd Party; from a 

reitle(s Dilquiet upon the leaſt ſenſe or 

doubr of her Diſplealure ; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own; 

from an Expectation no leſs than Felici- 

ty or Wretchedneſs from her Friendſhip 

or Indignartion ; or at leaſt a Perſyaded- | 

neſs that nothing can be a greater Hap- | 

pineſs than her Favour , or deſerve rhe | 

name of Happineſs without it. For, 

where-ever a Paſſion has thele Properties, 

or any of them, conſpicuous in it ; it can- 

not, bur by being Confecrated to God, | 

avoid becoming injurious both to Him | 

and to it ſelf, The very Nobleneſs of ir 

catitles Him to it: As 1a ſome Kingdoms, | 

(and particularly here in England) though | 

Veins of courſer Metals may belong to 

the Owner of the Soil rhey .grow in, yet 

all the Mines of the more pertet Metals 

(as 
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(as Gold and Silver) are by the Law 
made Mines-Royal, and belong to the 
King, to whom their value appropriates 
them.” By reflecting upon this peculiar 
Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 
Lindamor, to interpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 


_ preſſions as you may meet with in the 


following Dilcourſe: And this Love, I 
have 'taken the freedom ro ſtyle Seraphick 
Love { not out of any atiectation of 'Tu- 
mid Words - or | Titles, but) borrowing 
the name from"(if-rhe Romilth Divines 
be: good Marthals of che Heavenly Holt) 
thbie NobletS$þgits of the Celeſtial Hic- 
rarcy, whoſe' Namei-in the Language to 


which it belongs; 'ex- 
pretles them to be of 


a flaintng nature; and 
whoſe 'imployment 
( mentioned -in the * 
Evangelical Propher's 


Myſterious Vitton ) 


* Ie Name Seraphim, in H:- 
brew, ſpings trom the Root S4- 
raph, which fgnifies to burn or 
flime: Whence, .N:zmb. 21. 6. 
thuſle pernicioue Creatu es, that. 
oO! Franfl:rors Enghih, Frery 
Serpents, are ſtyled in the Otight 
nal Hannzch.\fim has ſeraphins. 


tufticiently points at the Divine Object, 14.6. 
to which the flames that warm them, a- © 3 


{pire and tend. And methinks, Linda- 
mor, that you-ſhoutd find it no faint In- 
vitation to embrace Seraphick Love, that 
you may have the Advantage, by. mak- 
ing your ſelf a Rival tg theſe glorious 
(9/4 | OPirits ; 


We 


| LG) 


- Iris ;:to make them) your; Frierids; and 


lien Comidt's obſer: ation, : thats. tt) 


Sergphich: Lowe-” 


the Honor'to be: angaged:/in_ a Seryice, 
where. you: are ſure,,of fuch illuſtrious 
Concurrents, : At. lealt'yf} you be of the 
mind of that generous Youth, (to, whoſe 


ſucceſsful 'Valour the Conquer'd -Werlg | 
was: both Theatre-and Trophy) who xe- | 
fus'd-to run at the Olympick Games, 'be- | 


caute there were no-Moenarchs to run wxh 
him. But 1 fear, Lindumsr; have a little 
digreſs'd; fince I might have zold youian 
fewer words, Thar, jtzjs:net my deſign, iy. 


this Paper, to declaimy againit Love in gep | 


neral, or make a {olemmiFFarangue of-the 
F icklenels of Womenz;;and that: therefore, 


CITI NA" 


as when young Gallants i(4uch as: yOu, | 


Lindamor ) ate tubjedto caſt away_uhbear | 


Love.,upon. untic Qbjects;:; cheir- diſcteex | 


Friends, ({&r:hble of, i truth of ay 


On: contra” amore 


{8 rroppo frale ſchermo: 
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| 7, In youthful Hearts bare Pirmes 
; Wort to prove © [89 | 
Britt 4:weak Shield: againſt the 
darts. of ;Lave.,) 6 Us! 
wiki 
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without taking atiy more than neceſſary 
notice of their. former! fond and ſtragling 
Pafſions, reclaim rhem, by either match- 
ing them, or at leaſt (in order thereunto) 
engaging their Addreſſes to Perſons, whoſe 
Beauty or. Prerogatives: may both legiti- 


mate and confine their Afﬀections : So I 


ſhall now endeavour to prevent the future 


Gaddings of your Love to Objeds, that 


cannot deſerve ſo tranſcendent and difin- 
tereſt a one, as I have obſery'd yours to 
have been; by preferring and engaging it 
to the 'True Object that Paſſion was born 
to, the Nobleſt it can aſpire to, and the 
molt Satisfying it can enjoy. Yes, Lin- 
damor. as it has hitherto been my not-un- 
proſperous Task to Unhood -your Soul, 
I ſhall now make it my buſineſs to ſhew 


| her Game to fly at. I ſee that Love in 


Lindamor is too Noble and Predominant 
an Afﬀection, to be either Ealte or Fit to 
be deſtroy'd. It will therefore be my 
deſign, not to Suppreſs your flame, bur to 
Addreſs it. IT with'd it withdrawn from 
Hrmione, not to annihilate it, but to 
Transfigure it: I would not have a Pail 
on which wanted nothing but a due Ob» 
ject, ro be Seraphick Lowe, like vulgar Men, 
be {wallow'd up by Death, the common 

Fate; 
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Fate : But be enobled by a Deſtiny lik® | 


that of Ercch and Elias, who, having 


ceas'd to converſe with Mortals, Dy'd nor, | 


but were Tranſlated into Heaven. 

What has been ſaid already, Lindamor, 
hath, it ſeems, ſuffie'd ro reifie your 
Love, by Diſabuſing ir, and ſhewing you, 


how unfitly ic was plac'd on its former | 


Objects. Your proficiency in That, in- 
vites me to proceed with you to a new 


Leſſon, and (mindful of that true Saying | 


of an Eminent Father, Nemo al;quem amat, 
quem non vnlt eſſe meliorey) to endeavour 
ro exalt your paſton by Directing and 
Setling it upon an Object, the due Con- 
templation of whoſe Lovelineſs may cure 
as perfectly all hurts received from any 
Mortal Beauty, as anciently the Sight of 
the Myſterious Serpent on the Pole did 


- cure the hurts the fiery Serpents gave. 


For, ſince to gaze ſredfaitly on an out- 
ward Beauty, where all your looking will 
bur diſcover the {ame face, is found 1o et- 
tectual to Kindle or to Blow the fire of 
Love, ( which the Greeks prettily enough 
exprets by their « Ts 0eay YIreTa 70 tgety ) 
how much muſt a due Contemplation 
enamour us of that Divine, and, though 
Reiulgent, yer evermore and more Dit- 

coyerable 
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coverable Obje&t, where Attention and 
Wonder {till mutually excite and cheriſh 
each other 2 Whence the zealouſeſt and 
perfeeſt Lovers of God are the glorious 
Angels, of whom our:Saviour ſays, Thar 


S 


in Heaven, t4:y always behold the face of his Matth.1$ 
Father which is in Heaven ; and thoſe bleſs *** 


{ed Saints, whoſe imployment,. and whoſe 
happineſs is, in the Revelation, expreſt to 


be, To follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes. Rev.14.4 


And thoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in 
that place recorded to have kept them- 
{elves Undefiled by mortal Beauties ; to 
teach us, that the nearer and clearer In- 
tuition, that Heaven aflords them of the 
glorious Object of their Paſſion, was nor 
the Cauſe of it, but the Recompence ; 
and that whilſt they liv'd Exiles here on 
Earth, *'twas ſuch a ſpeculation, as I am 
recommending (Lindamor) to You, where- 
with they liv'd (ro borrow the Expretlt- 
on uſed of Moſes) as ſeeing him who « in- 


look on fading Beauties, with as unda- 


zel'd and untroubl'd Eyes, as Eagles can 


be fuppos'd to caſt on Glo-worms when 
they have been newly gazing - on the 
Sun. 


vifitle ; a Sight, whole Glory made them -—_y bs 


To cngage your Love, Linaamor, to Se. 3. 


tis 
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this ſublimeſt of objects, I ſhall deſire, 
that all that I have faid to divert your 
former flames, and all that may ſay to 


depreciate and diſcredit thoſe degrading 


and diſquieting Amours, that are wont to 
inveagle Mortals, may be lookt upon as 


meant, rather by way of Preparative, than | 
of Motive, aiming bur to diſabuſe and | 


rediftie your Mind, that with compos'd 
and unprepoſſeſs'd thoughts, you may 
judge of the Object I propoſe to you. 
Which, ro qualifie you to be but impar- 
tial to, this method ſeem'd expedient ; 
being but .imploy'd upon ſuch a {core, as 
that on which the Platonilts uſe ro pre- 
miſe certain virtues, which they ( ſignift- 


cantly enough) call'd Purgative, to diſ- | 
poſe and fit the mind for the reception of | 
tublimer truths. As Phyticians to clear | 


the ſight are wont to purge the Head, 
that the Eye freed from all darkning and 
diſguiſing TinCtures, may the more per- 
fectly ditcern the objects preſented ro it. 
And certainly, the Love I would perluade, 
is of a nature, that makes nothing more 
conducive to it than the greatelt uncloud- 
ccnets of the Eye,and the peric:teit illuitra- 
tion of the Object: which 15 {uch, that the 
cicareli realon 1s the moit advantageous 

| Light 
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Light it can deſire to be ſeen by. You 
know the Story of that witty Wench, who 
us'd merrily to wiſh her Lover all good 
Qualicies, but a good Underſtanding ; for 
Thar, ſaid ſhe, would make them out of 
Love with me. The Divine Object, to 


which I would Prefer you, Lindamor, is 


ſo far from being obnoxious to a Danger 
of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa- 
rage any other to Enamour you of this. 
For, the Creator is too full of Excellen- 
cies toneed to be recommended or {et off 
by the Creature's Defects. He was So- 
veraignly Lovely in Himſelf, before they 
had a Being ; nor has his giving us that 
Paſiion call'd Love, made him the un- 
ficter Object for it. To love God, buthe- 
cauſe your Miltriſs has perional faults, is 
a greater, than any of thoſe for which 
you have declin'd her ; and is ſuch a So- 
leciſmin Seraphick Love, as it wete in the 


Pertian Religion;(for that has yer embra- 


cers in the Faſt, as thoſe, that have there 
convers'd with them, ailure me) ro make 
the Spots that blemith the Moon their 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
Efermione is a Lady, to whole noble Re- 
lations I am too mucl1 a Servant, not to 
have a Reſpe&t for Her; and I cannor, 

S w.chout 
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without concluding her an Extraordinary 


perſon, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd 
the honour of Captivating Lindamer ; and 


_ though ſhe has ſince, by injuriouſly De- 


clining, juſtly forfeited rhe glorious Ti- 
tle of his Milſtriſs ; yet the Qualities, that 
gave it her, made me, among divers o- 
thers, like her {o well, that 'tis now my 
Quarrel to her, that ſhe Is not what ſhe 
Was. And therefore whatever may fall 


from my Pen to her diſadvantage, re- 


lates to Her bur as ſhe was, or may again 
be, an Obſtacle ro your deyotedneſs to 


Saraphick Love. To ingage you to which, 


(all this notwithſtanding, Lindamor) I 
I muſt do you the right to tell you, that 
God deſerves the higheſt Elevation of your 
Love, though Hermione had not rejected 


it. Were ſhe not only as Handſome as 


you fancy'd her, but as Conſtant as you 
wiſhed her, her Beauty, and her Friendſhip 


too concurring,could not have made her 


other than as Diſadvantageous as Inju- 
rious, a Rival unto God; and, in the ve- 


ry Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 


Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deſerv'd bur a more 
moderate Degree of it. Angels, to 


whom Women were never falſe, or cru- 
el 


Seraphick Love. 
el, love their Maker above all things : 
and he to whom St. John preſents his Ado- 
ration, refuſed it for himſelf to direct it 
unto God. Would not your ſelf, Linda- 
mor, have thought your Hermione abſo- 
lutely handſome, though Moors had nor 
worn the Devils Livery ; and the thing 
call'd deformity, had been as much a 
{franger, as it 15 unwelcome to her Sex? 
is true, ſuch is our frailty, that, As the 
fſratlites needed a cruel and oppreflive 
Bondage in Ezypr, to make them reſolve 
on returning to the Bleſſed Land of Ca- 
#aan ; {o oftentimes, the amorous' 'Soul 
needs the harſh uſage of a diſdainful-Mi- 
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ſtriſs, to diſguſt it with its Thraldom; and - 


make it aſpire to its more genuine and 
ſatisfying obje&t. I may therefore allow 
Hermione's defects to have given you free- 
dom and occaſion to conſider the Prero- 
gatives of Seraphick Love : but F muſtnot. 
allow them to be the chief Motives- of 
your embracing it. For, it were too 1n- 


' jurious ro its glorious objet; to make 


that bug the refuge of a defeated Patlion, 
whoſe tranſcendency Entitles it to more 
than the moſt elevated and entire one. 
Alas, God needs not theſe beggerly 
Parallels with any fading Objects, ro be- 
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come thar of our dilabusd Devotion, and 
he were lovely without Compariſon, as 
well as he is {o far above it. And though 
I be not ſo unjuſt. to deny, that there 
are' Ladies (fome of which I have the 
Happineſs not to be unknown to my lelf) 
whoie Excellencies are capable to enno- 
ble their whole Sex : Yer their greateſt 
Accompliſhments, compar'd to His Perfe- 
ctions, whole Gifts: they are, are. in. that 
Eclipſing company, as inconſpicuous. as 
the taint, Qualities of more ordinary. per- 
ſons. As. when in; a.clear Morning, the 
Rifang-$un vouchtafes co viſit us, as well 
thoſe; bright Stars. that did adorn our He- 
muſphere, as. thoſe dark thades that did 
benight. it, vaniſh : Conſonancly. where- 
unto, give me leaye. to-abſerve to. you, 


_ Lindamor, .that though-divers of: God's 


_ Attributes, are,,..through his. goodneſs, 


participated by his Creatures, yet the Scri- 


ture makes. 1o .valt. a deſparity, berwixt 
the. Excelicncies that ir aſcribes.to Mea, 
and. the fame perfeRtions . conkder'd. as 
they exiſt in God, that it-ſeems abſolute- 
ly to. exclude Created Beings from any 
Title. to thoſe Attributes ;- becauſe they 
poſſeſs them bur in a way {ſo inferior to 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 
manner, 
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manner, in which they belong to God. 
Thus our Saviour ſays to him that (ta- 
king him but for a Man) call'd him good, 
Why calleſt thou me good > there is none good 
but one, (that is,) God, Thus St. Paul 
calls Gad (or Chriſt) the only Potentare, » Tim. 6. 
coves Joyazs, though the Earth be ſhared '* 
by ſeveral Potentates ; and even the de- 
yout Emunnch in the Ats, and the depo- ans; . 
ſed Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed -uk:. 52. 
Virgin-in her Canticle, are, in the Ori- 
ginal, ſtyled Potentates. Thus, thongh 
there be wiſe Virgins as well as foolith ; *** 255 
and though our Saviour'tells us, That the 
Children of this World, are, in their Genera © 
11975, _ than the Children of Lizht : Yer 
S. Pan (craples not to term his Maker, ' Tim- 1. 
The only wiſe God ; and thus he elſewhere © 
Paraphraſes him, Ze that hath only im- 
mortality , _ Angels and humane 
Souls be Deathleſs. In fo incommunica- 
ble a manner does the Superiority ' of. . 
God's Nature make him poſſeſs rhofe ye- 18. 
ry Excellencies, which the Diftuſeſivenefs 
of his Goodneſs, makes him pleaſed to 
Communicate. IT am the more zcalous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, (which I muſt defire you 
to look uyon but, as 2 vary'd name for 

þ_ CG 3 See 
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Seraphick Low?) becauſe I have obſeryed 
your Paſlion to have been extremely aims 
patient -,of Conftnement, and to have: 
eſteem'd whatever may be rerm'd limits 
to be Priſons. | Few therefore can. need 


more, or deſerve. better, an Obje&t for 


- their Love,for which: too umnmenſe a vaſt- 


nels were impoſſible. And fſach. a one 
is God , whole Soveraign perfeftions 
render him- ſo uncapable.of being lov'd 
roo. much, that the molt aſpiring Paſlion 
can ſcarce arrive ({o much,as) to leſſen its 
diſproportion to the Object. Other Paſl 
ons, like other Rivers,are moſt lik'd when 
they calmly flow within their wonted 
Banks : bur of Seraphick Love, as of Ni- 
{us the very Inundations might be de- 


| firable, and his overflowings' make him 


the more welcome. For mortal Beau- 
ties, our Paſſions are like our {elves : 
if our Stature chance to exceed a cer- 
tain ſize or Standard, it makes us mon= 
firous; but Devotion is ike a flawleſs 
Diamond, where the bignets Taxes the 
yalue, -,and the unuſual bulk both rates 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price.:T'o 
giveGodall our loveis the greateſt Cons 
mand both, of the Law and Goſpel -(in its 
capacious and teeming. Womb , - both ' 
9 8 13 Was _* Come 
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_: Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the other 


Services God requires) and that there is 
not. more exacted of us, is not, that an 


- Addition were Culpable, but. becauſe ir 


is Impoſſible. So noble is. the Nature 
of Devotion, that it admits of failings, 


| but - by one of the ;Extreams, which is 


-that of Defe&. For, Mediocriry, (whole 


Office 'ris to reſtrain us from approach- 
ing.the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Patfions is an Excellence, is here an Im- 
perfeRtion. Or at leaſt, if Mediocrity be 


that which creates Paſſions, Virtues, the 
-Mediocrity of this Love muſt confiſt in 


the Boundleſsneſs of it, ſince that 1s it 


_ - Which makes it moſt a Virtue. The Man 
after God's own heart, is not_ afraid to c 


own even to his Maker, an Ardengy , of 


and that fuch a Thirſt-too, as: makes the 


bea very Dry Creature)-bray (as Iremem- 


ber the Hebrew . hath it) for thole refre- 


ſhing ſtreams, whoſe want Frm =" and 
reduces her toan almoſt 


tion : My very Soul (ſaith Re ) hore wy Verke, 2 
God. And we know , that-. Thirſt is - 


not only ſo violent .an Appetiin, that it 
QC 4 leikens 


Pſal. 42. 1 
ervine 

ca-0 ſiccs 
eſt, &c. 

of Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt Semen, 
by:the ſignificant Metaphor of Thirſt: ; = 
for, facub- 


catibus, 


panting Hart (by Naturaliſts obſerved to lib. 4-part. 
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Seraphick Love. 
leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kingdom for, a Cup of 
Water : Bur thirſt doth ſo confine - our 
Longings to what it craves, that nothing 
elſe can fatisfie them. The wealth of both 


the Indies would not excuſe the want of . 


a needed Cup, ſuppoſe their Poſfeſior tor- 
menred with an Appetite, which cannot 


be quench'd but by Drink. To which I | 


muſt add, that the uneaſineſs of unrelie- 
ved Thirſt, is not, like that of other in- 
conveniencies, leſſen'd by Continuance, 
bur grows by Laſting, rhe more Unſap- 
portabie. The ſame inſ{pir'd Poet ſcru- 
ples not alfo. to profeſs ſo {enſible and fo 
Active a Concern for God's Intereſts, thar 
the zeal of God's Houſe had eaten him up. ; 
and lu gely 
are not afteted with. the ſame Zeal. 7 be- 
held (lays he) the Tranſereſſors, and was grie- 
wed, becauſe they _ net thy Word. Nay, 
Rivers of Waters, fays he, run down mine 
Eyes, becauſe they kejt not thy Law ; and, to 


manife{t how much the tenderneſs and un- 


reſervtineſsof his Love, made him think 
thoſe his Friends or Enemies, that were 1o 
to God, Mine zyes.({fays he) fhall be upon the 
faithful ofirhei Land, that they may qwell with 
Eng” Wm my gn gn ran 
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 Seraphick Love. 
me : Fi: that malketh perfed# in the way, he 


all ferus me, Do not I hate them, O Lord, _ 139. 


that hate Thee, and am nat 7 grieved with thoſe, 
that riſe up againit Thee 2 [ hate them with 
4 perfett hatred, I count them mine enemies. 
Ar this Rate did 'pious David love; his 
Maker ; but he was ſo far from thinking 
thisRate Exceſſive,thar,tranſported by the 
Senſe of his Perfonal Diſability, to pay 


| thar Divine Object all the Love thar his 


Perfetions merited/; he is not content 


-to rouſe up all his own. Faculties to Praiſe 


« 


that is within me bleſs his Holy Name) but 
he invites all the Godly to aſſiſt him in 


the Payment of fo vaſt a Debt. (Zove Pl 117. 


the Lord all ye Saints, for &c.) And again, : 


(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe him PRL 138. 


all ye People.) And not content neither fre- 
quently to do this, as may-appear by 
very. many Paſſapes of his Sacred Poems, 
he extends his Invitation to the Angels, 
and all the other Hoſts of God, and con- 
cludes-the Book of Ptalms, with. a, ;Let 
every thing that hath breath praiſe the "Lord. 
Hallelujah. - | i 


Nor does it invalidate'*whatthas now ge. 4. 


been delivered, rhar ſome Men have, 
even by Devour Perſons, been __ 
v9 E bs 


God, (Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all Pal 103. 


 Seraphick Love. 
for too. much Devotion: for, it was not an 
exceſs of Love ; but awant of Diſcreti- 
on, that was guilty of their Faults ; The | 

reſfions of our Love to God ought to 
be regulated, not by our blind and wild 
PROS _ by his ang Will, (as 
Chriſt lays, {If you love me, my Come 
hn FF erin it "s poſit- 
ble to be Too devout,. not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Love can be made 
with too much Ardency, whilſt "tis con- 
fider'd abſtractedly in it ſelf, and irrela- 
tively to the reſt ; But becauſe that there 
| being ſeveral Duties of Love, which re- 
quire an Ardency of it, 'tis injurious to 
exerciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
that belongs equally to_ the neglected 
others. We muſt not (as too many 
Profeſlors are now wont .to do, of. 
whoſe Error you may receive a fuller 
account -in ſome other Papers). daſh in | 
pieces the two Tables of the Law againſt 
one another; Bur muſt fo /ove God with 
all our hearts, as to love our Neighbour 4s our 
fetves. You know what our Saviour faith 
to the Phariſees, that Tithed Mint, and 
Cummin, with a negleQ- of Judgment, 


Matth 23. Mercy, and Faith, thoſe weightier matters 


23. of the Law; Theſe ought you (*/) to have 


mus 
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Seraphick: Lowe.” 

dont; and nat to leave the other undone. :And, 
indeed, this Partialiry, Zindawmor, which 
makes us diſplay ſo much of the ſtrength 
and vigor of our Spirits in fome Fayourite- 
Duties, that we'can bur languidly and 
perfunctorily-perform thoſe others we arc 
leſs fond of, begets in Devotion a Di- 
{caſe, not unlike that new one - in Chil- 
dren we call the Rickers, which ſome Lear- 
ned Phycians do not improbably conceive 
to arile from the unequal Nutrition of 
* the parts. For, though none of them res . 
ceive exceſlive Nourthment, yet ſome of 
them receiving as much as is convenient 
for:them, and thereby growing up to: 
their natural bigneſs, whilſt others are 
leſs nouriſh'd than (were the Body health- 
ful) they would be, do grow 1o little, 
that the ſounder parts ſeem over- 
grown, and fo the diſproportion betwixt 
them and the Ricketing ones, makes 
the whole Body they Compoſe miſhap- 
pen and unweildy, Bur, | Lindamer , 
this proves not that we can love God 
too much, but only that we may im- 
ploy too much of that Love, in this 
or that :way of Expreſſing it. Whiltt 


we are (as ob ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe jg, ,. 1g. 


 honſes of clay, there are many Duties, 
Dy : | _ which 


1 King.1s. 


Serephick Love. 
which do as well Challenge an intenſity 
of our Aﬀections, as thoſe which relate 


- more immediately to God. As St. Paul 


tells us, that there is difference berwixr 
Married and Single perſons, the Afeti- 
ons of the one being artLiberty to devote 
themſelves more undiſtratedly ro God, 
whereas thaſe of the other are diſtracted; 
(as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker and 
his Rib.) Burt, where a dire and imme- 
diate Expreſſion of love to God defrauds 
not any other Duty, there. it is free from 
the danger of Exceſs. Though Prayers 
may catlzly be roo long, and Faſts grow 
exorbitant ; yet Chriſt could ſpend the 
whole Night in Prayer, and Faſt forry 
days without 'immoderateneſs, when 
the other Expreſitons of his Love to his 
Farher, and the other Exerciſes of his 
Mediarory Function, were not there- 
by diſturb'd, bur furrher'd and promo- 
ted. And fo Elijah might inculpably 
faſt long, when thar faſting did nar dif- 
able ham co proſecute his Journcy to the 
Mount of God; and though juſt men - 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 
ro their Maſter by (that buſic diſtra- 
ing, and remoter way of Service) trade- 
jg with his: Talent truſted to them ; 

| yet 


Seraphick Love. 2T 
yet:when their diveſture of Morality diſ- 
penſes them from. thoſe laborious- and v 
ayocating Duries to diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations, which are 
here requiſite. to -be. perform'd ; their glo- 


rify-d Spirits may. now, without any. um- 
moderate Devotion, imploy, } Iſay /not, 

their rime, bur their Eternity it; {elf in 
converſing with, God,, and following the 
Lamb whatherlpever,he goes. .- And con- **+*7* 
gruouſly Ioblerye,,,that the four Mylte- 

tious Beaſts, allow'd to approach neareſt 

to ,the 'Throne of God, thongh. rheir 

many wings, and more numerous cyes, 
intimate them. of-..a very active Nature, 

are repreſented. to us in the Apocalyple, 

.as, addicted but to. one. Imployment, cea- 

Jing neither, day nor night from ſaying, Holy, 

Holy, #doly, Lord God Almighty; and from Y** * 
g/vmg Glory, and Honor, and. Thanks unto 

bizs. -. And of theſe that have whited their 

Robes. in th: Blood of the Lamb, this Ac- 

count is in the fame Book given us, tht pe... 
they , are beforc the Throne of God, and ſerv: 's 

him day. and, night. in his Temple. ; , So true 

is. jt, that; no . degree of Seraphick Love 

can be Excetlive, nay, not any Exprel- 

1ion of it immoderate, unleſs. it be made 
lo,:not by its grearnels, but by its uſur- 


h pation, 


1 Jon. 4 
16, 


." Seraphigh Dove. 

ation, -whereby-it either ingroſles or-in- 
ks wharbelongs toitsinjir'd and lan- 
guiſhing Affociates. Our Love unto the 
Creatures is a Preſent, but unto God it 
is 2 Tribute,” and though we'may eaſily 
play the Prodigal in partitig (over-freely) 
with our Gifts, we can ſcarce be {© in 
che Payment of our: Debts; for , be the 
Sums'never ſo yaſt- we 29 away, their 
being due, in ſpite of their being great, 
makes the Disburſment-roo'much an At 
of Juſtice, to be one of Profuſeneſs. Se- 


raphick Love, (whoſe Paſſionatenels is its 


beſt: Complexion) has then moſt ap- 
proach'd- its nobleſt meaſure, when it can 
leaſt-be meaſur'd : nor ' ought its extent 
to admit any other limits, than an utter 
diſability ro-exceed thoſe that terminate 
it. For he'alone loves 'God as much as 
he ought, that loving him as much as 
he can, ſtrives to repair | the deplor'd 
umperfeCtion of that Love, with an ex- 
treme regret to find his Love no greater. 
Such a tublimity of Love 'will beſt En- 


title you-the Conſolation accruing from 


that memorable paſlage '' of- St. Fohn, 
where he ſays, that God is Love, and 
he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, 
had God ip him, which ſupplies Mme with 4 

[= & forcible 
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Seraphick Love. 
forcible Inducement, to invite you to an 
eager aſpiring to. a Tranſcedency- in De- 
votion, ſince it may render 'Self-denial 
ſo eafie, that 'twill (at laſt): almoſt di- 
veſt that Name. For, this ſublimer Love 
being, by an intimate Conjunction with 
its Object, wholly devoted to it, and 
throughly refined /from all baſe droſs of 
Selfiſhnels and intereſt, nobly ' begets a 
2 moſt ftridt Union of our [Wills with 
God's (or rather) a perk Submifſion of 
the one to the other. And thus; when it 
is become your Will to obey His, -.no 
Diſpenſations of Providence will immo- 
derately diſquiet you, for you poſleſs 
your Wiſhes in General, and inBulk, 
chough poſlibly not always in :Rerail. 
For, your chiefeſt Deſire being ['to fee 
your Maker's Will fulfilfd, youriknow- 
ledge of his being the Sovereign and un- 
controll'd Diſpoler of the Events, afſures 
you, that all Accidents that can befall 
you, are but exact Accompliſhments of 
his Will, and conſequently of Yours, ſo 
far forth as that is included and compriz'd 


. m His. When you have Reſign'd, or. 'ra- 


ther Conſign'd, your expropriated Will (if 

Lmay fo call.it).to God, and thereby i(as 

it were) entruſted him to Will for "7 ; 
a 


all his Difpoſals of, and his;Diſpenſations 
towards'you, are,.in eflef,: the Acts: of 
your own Will, with the advantage. of 
Anadvanage that does at once aſſure you 
bothy of: 'their Rectitude:. and Succeſs. 
God's. Wiſdom, Power, and'Love to you 
conſider'd, how much more happy muſt 
you: be-| in your Options :of his chufing 
for you, than your immediate own ? . The 
Patient thinks himſelf obliged to grati- 
fie his Phyſician for chuſing; for him what 
forts, of Meat he is to feed on ; though 
the Door be wont to-:make ſuch a 
choice for him, as deprives him of the 
Diſhes he beſt likes, and oftentimes cons 
fines: him to thoſe he Loaths;:iAlaſs, How 
often might God ſay of our Requeſts, as 
Chrift did of thoſe of the two aſpiring Di(- 
ciples, Te know not what ye ask 2 1 admire, 
and bluſh to read in an Heathen Saryrit 
ſo Heavenly a Leſſon, as, 


Permittes ipfts expendere Numitibus, 


wid 
Conveniat nobts, 'rebuſque fit utile no- 
firs : 
Nam pro Jucundis Utilia queque das 
bunt Di, _ | 
Chariot 
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Seraphick Love. 
Charior eft illis homo, quam fibi mos 


animorum 

Impulſw, & ceca pravaque cupidine 
Dutt, 

Conjugium petimus partumque uxorn ; 
at ills 

Notum, qui pneri, qualiſque futura fit 


HX0Y. 


Unto the wiſer Gods the care per- 
mit, ; 

Of what's for us and our Afﬀairs moſt 
Fit. 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; 

To whom Man is, than to himſelf, 
more dear. 

We by our blinder Paſſions led a 
ſtray, 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 
pra 

Which ho may chance refuſe us out 
of Love, 

Knowing what both the Wife and 
Boys would prove. 


The Conſideration of which made 


| a Heathen Philoſopher ſay, Thar he was 

wont only in general terms. to beg. 

Good things of the Gods, leaving it to 
D 


them 
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Seraphick Love. 
them to determine what things were 
good for him. And indeed our own 
Withes are bur too commonly as blind as 
Rachel's, who having ſo eagerly longed 
for Children, that the impatiently cries, 
Give me Children, or elſe T aye, died in 


Child-bearing : And as deſtructive to the 


Wiſhers, as their Longings prov'd to the 
murmuring Jſraelites, who loathing the 
wholeſome Manna, (that Bread of Angels) 
God had. provided for them, are their 
own Bane in the Fleſh chey had ſo gree- 
dily luſted for. Thus, Li:damor, that fo 
aftrighring Virtue of Self-denial proves 
to be little more than a Son's Letter of 
Attorney to his Father, of whoſe pater- 


nal Kindneſs and conſummate Abilities | 


in the management of Aﬀairs, his conti- 
dence amounts unto a certainty. Nay, till 
my {econd Thoughts check'd the over- 
forward Impetuolity of my firſt, I was a- 
bout to add, Since God reſents an inftnite 
{atisfaction in the Accompliſhment of his 
own Will, your Making over your whole 
Will to God, will impart to you that Fe- 


licity, proportioned to the degree of the | 


Reſignment. And as the Eye, whilſt by the 
Optick Nerve ty'd unto the Head, fo 
ching'd, can. taſte Delights, which mY 

i dea 
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dead ro, being once ſever'd from it, though 
(otherwiſe) it enjoy the beſt Condition 
of which its inanimate Nature can be 
ſuppos'd to be capable : So may your 
Will. by an Identity or Sameneſs (in 'Ten- 
dency, though not in Nature) with your 
Makers, as 'twere Engrafted into Gods, 
receive a new and enlarged Capacity , 
which will enable you to contain and re- 
liſh Joys, highly tranſcending thoſe , 
which the fulleſt Fruition of your private 
Wiſhes were able to create. Thus Self- 
denial is a kind of Holy Aſſociation with 
God, and (by making you his Partner) 
intereſſes you in all his Happineſs and 
Acquiſitions. And conſonantly we ſee 
thac Glorify'd Saints and. Bleſſed Angels, 
whoſe Will have the moſt exquiſite and 
exact Conformity to Gods, enjoy a Hap- 
pineſs moſt approaching his ; whereas 
the Apoſtate Spirits, in a confirm'd re- 
pugnancy to his Will, find the extremity 
of wretchedneſs. 

But though I dare not own, Lindamor, 
ſo bold a Sally, yer I dare without ſcru- 


ple improve the Diſcourſe that: preceed- 


cd it, to make out to you an advanta- 
geous ditterence of Seraphick Love from 
ordinary Flames. For, he that makes, 

D 2 2 pre- 
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Seraphich "Love, 
a Preſent 'of his: Heatc: ro any Morea! 
Beauty; even by!het welcoming it; and 
Lodging it with herown;' grows ſubjedt to 
have ir wounded in her Breaſt. Thoſe mif- 
fortunes reach him that would otherwiſe 


_ terminate in her :- Her afflictions torment 


him, whilſt his own” reprieve him; and 
the Felicity of two Perthns grows requi- 
fite to make one Happy. The letting 
out'our Love to mutable Objects, doth 
but inlarge our Hearts, and make them 
the wider marks for Fortune, and capa- 
ble of being wounded in more places: 
for, although Love'may as well make us 
participate the Joys, as reſent the infeli- 
cities 'of the parties lov'd ; yet even the 
leaſt unhappy Perſons do in fo fickle and 
{o tempeſtuous a Sea, as we all find this 
World, meet with ſo many more either 
crols 'Winds, or {ſtormy Guſts, than pro- 
{perous Gales ; and we are ſo much more 
{enſible of Pain than Pleafure, (an aching 
Corn, though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfit- 


ting us to reliilr the erherwiſe perfect. 


heaith of the whole Body) that even 
Friendthip itſelf though a much calmer at- 
fection than Love, ought to be declin'd as 
injurious to our quict, did we conſider 
it bur as a Partnerſhip of Fortunes, not 

att 
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Seraphick Love. 35. 
an. exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 
wiſer Love ſettles it ſelf. on God,.is not 
only by the Immutable, and even Eflen- 
tial Happineſs of that adorable Object, 
ſecurd from participated Infelicities; but 
finds his perſonal Crofies and Dilſtreſfes 
ſweetned by conſidering , that what he 
moſt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 
as willing in due time to make him {o. 

And though S:raphick Love makes us par- 

take but God's Felicities, yet his accep- 

tance of it makes him reſent our ſorrows: 

In all their afflietions he was afflidted, ſays Efa. 61.5; 
the Prophet of God, and of the {ſraclites. 

And 1o the Son of God, ( who is ſo-much 

One with thoſe that love him, that both 

he as the Head,and they as the Members 

are ſometimes, as making up one Body, 

calf'd by one Name, Chriſt ) though as i cor, 1. 
high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- '* 

nal or immediate perſecutions, call'd out 


to Saul for an intention of harming thoſe 


that lov'd him, Saul, Saul, why perſecnte(# 
thou me 2 And to nl; DL ea 1 
nels of this compaſſion , the Propher 
ſays to the return'd 7ſraelites, concerning 
God, 77: that toucheth you toucheth the 932-8. 
Apple of his Eye. Nor is God's Com- 
paition like a Miſtreſks, a grieying.only, 
D 2 and 
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and an uſeleſs Piry, whereby the ſuffer- 
ing Lover is oftentimes, lefs comforted, 
as it proceeds from her kindneſs,than af- 
flicted, becauſe it breeds.her diſquiet ; bur 
God's iis a Compaſſion;- though Active, 
yet Serene, and worthy of himſelf which, 
without producing the diſcompoſure, pro- 
duces the Effetts of the moſt ſenfible | 
Pity, by engaging him to a-timely re- 
lief and reſcu : As that freſhly mentioned 
Expreſſion, 1» all their afflictions he was 
afflicted, is immediately followed by, and 
the Angel of his preſence ſavedthem ;. in hs 
love, and in his pity he redeemed them, and 
he bare thems and carried them all the days of 
old, Yes, this Pity, for its not diſturb- 
ing God's Happineſs, enclines him not 
the leſs to expreſs a Senſe of our Miſcries, 
and makes us find (to uſe a Scripture 
Phraſe,as I would render it) xe ds L220 
Heb. 4:16: Coi-24av (Grace far an opportupe relief, 1 lay, 

with the Divine Writer, am opportune or 

ſeaſonable relief ; becauſe it comes not 

always when it is moſt deſired ; but 

when it is moſt fit; and when that 

is, he that hath at once all preſent, 

paſt, and furure things in his proſpect, 

1s fitteſt to determine. Chriſt's words 
A3s :. 3. CO his Diſciples, (7+ zs not for you to _ 
the 


Seraphick Love. 37 
th: Times or th: Seaſons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power) are applicableto 
more Caſes than that which occafion'd 
them. The Caxaanitiſh Woman mult put Mar. 77. 
up a Refuſal, and the Reproachful name | 


_ of a Dog, (which yet by the way, was 2 


Paraphraſe commonly enough us'd by the 

Jews of the Heathen, and as ſuch was _ 

underſtood by this 't»»«r Gentils not Greek.) cover; her 
rael; exrractio 

The Iſraelites (compriſing the Patriachs i woonr 

their Progenitors) were reduced to Walt «1, me 


Four hundred and thirty years, ere they ES 
were introduced into the Promis'd Land ; ©9#99»- 
and during a great part of that long 

ſpace of time, languiſh'd and groan'd © 3:'7- 
under the heavy Burthens, and other as 

heavy Preſiures, of the as cruelly as un- 
ſucceſsfully Politick /#2yptians. St. Paul Ez. 8. 


himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the re- — On 12, 


 moval of that rude 9#ia:4 7 ug «iv, Thorp ”* 


to the fleſh (whatever that may mean ) 

Nay, of the Bleſled Virgin-Mother her Luk. 2. «8. 
{elf, her Divine Son would not be found 

till the third Day, though ſhe fought him 
forrowing. And Lazarzs, to whom,cven 

during his Sickneſs, he vouchſafed (a 


"Title, to which all Ceſars were but Tri- 


fies) the ſtyle of Friend, which embold- job. r:. 2. 
ned the pious Mary to Paraphrale him 
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Mal. 3. 3: 


by a, Ht whom thow lov/ſt') was permitted 

not R__ to- Lye pie ,. but to Die ; 
his Reſcue being deferr'd, till it was 
thought impoſſible ; and was ſo indeed 
to any les Power | than Omnipotence. 
Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 
Diſtreſs is unrelievable by his Power, ſo 
no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with his 
Compaſſion, no, not with his Friendſhip. 
He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Prophets, 1s 
in the laſt.of them repreſented under the 
notion ofa Refiner: and 'tis not the cuſtom 
of Refiners to ſnatch the belov'd Metal, 
out of the Fire, as ſoon as it feels the vio- 
lence of that purifying Element, nay, nor 
as ſoon as it is Melted by it, but they ler 
it long endure the brunt of the active 
Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts, till it 
have ſtood its due time in the Fire, and 
there obtain'd its full Purity and Splendor. 
And I hope, you will give one that con- 
verſes with Furnaces, though he be no Pre- 
tender to the Philoſophers Stone, leave to 
implore a Chimical Metaphor,and obſerve, 
that though in Afﬀflictions, eſpecially Na- 
tional or Publick Calamities, God often- 
times ſeems to make no diſtintion be- 
twixt the Objects of his Compatilion, 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
involving 


Seraphick Love. 


involving them in the ſame Deſtiny ; 
yet his Pre-{cience and intentions make a 
vaſt diflerence, where his Inflitions do 
| not ſeem to make Any : . As, when on the 
ſame Teſt, and with the ſelf-ſame Fire, 
we urge as well the Gold, as the blended 
Lead, or Antimony ; but with fore-know- 
ing and deſigning {ſuch a diſparity in the 
Events, as to Conſume the ignobler Mi- 
nerals, or blow them oft into Droſs or 


Fumes, and make the Gold more pure and 
full of Luſtre. 


It is true, Lindamer, and (not to beſuls $2. 6, 


pected of Parriality towards a Love which 
{o little needs it, to be thought fit to be 
preferr'd before all other Pattions) I ihall 
acknowledge it, that the Happinels reſul- 
ting from thoſe many Prerogatives, I have 
encieayour'd to diſcover to you in a Tran- 
ſcendent degree of Seraphick Lowe, is mo- 
derated by the Effects of that Sublimiry) 
the Eager Detires it creates of a more com- 
pleat bruirion, of irs periect and Divine 
Object. Such alpiring Salies of the long- 
ing Soul made the languithing Spoule un 


the Carticles cry Our, Stay mz? with Flag- Cant.2. F. 


gons, cemfort me with Apples, for 1 am fick of 
! 


Love. Such mace the raviſh'd Apollic 


deſire to returz ( for fo 1. ſhould rather Pri. 1.23 


tranſlate 


Seraphick Love. 
ttanſlate the word, « 4a», there, and fo 


5.1t-T find it *elſewhere to ſignific) 4nd to be 


Pal. 42.1, 


Mar. 5. 6. 


with Chrift : And the inſpir'd Poet thus 
expreſſ2s his Longings to the Bleſſed Ob- 
jett of them, As the Hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, 0 
God. My Soul thirfteth for God, for the liv- 
ins God: when fhall I come and appear be- 
fore God 2 But Lindamor, it was fit that to 
elevate our thoughts and wiſhes to Hea- 
ven, ſome peculiar, and elſewhere Incom- 
municable degree of Joy, ſhould be re- 
{eryv'd for us there. And 'tis a good 
Sign, and ſuch as worldly Objects cannot 
boaſt, when the Incomplecatnels of our Se- 
raphick Lover's happineſs in his Fruitions, 
proceeds not from their want of Satisfa- 
Qorineſs, but his want of an entire Poſ-. 
ſeſſion of rhem. And ler me tell you, 
Lindamor, that even this uneafie State, of 
Separation,is {weetned with as tnuch Allay 
asS1s conſiſtent with its being a Grief. For, 
the Divine Evidence and Teacher of Gods 
Love, pronouncing a Thirit after Perfe- 
Ction to be a Title to it,(according to theſe 
Scriptures, Blz(ſ-d are thy that hunzer and 
thirſt after righteouſntſs: for thy ſhall be ſatisfied. 


= And, L*t him that is athirſt com?, and whofo% 


ver will,l*t him tak:of the water of Life freely) 
an 


Seraphick Love. 
and the Joys of Heaven being ſo vaſt, 
that they diffuſe their Nature to all the 
grounded hopes men have to obtain 
them ; each new affurance is a new degree 
of them, 'and is acceptable tro our hope, 
though uneaſie to our deſires. And theſe 
baitings at compleat Felicity, thould 
not. be more unwelcome tor the pretent 
diſquiet they ſuppeſe, than the contra- 
ry for the zeal they argue and the 
Felicity they promiſe. For this Produ- 
ction of the Spirit in our Hearts may be 
juſtly termed as the Spiric himſelf in Scri- 
pture is, Ar earneſt; which though by 


4r 


being ſuch, it confeſſes it ſelf nor to be , c,,.;;. 


the entire Sum, yet is not only a part of 
it, bur a Pledge : And, Lindamor, how 
{upportable is this thus qualify'd, Allay 
of the Joys of Seraphick Love, in compa- 
riſon of the diſquiers, and the rorments 


. that are wot to attend ſenſual Love? I] 


ſhall nor loſe rime to enumerate how ma- 
ny it is ſupposd to have, ſent to their 
Graves; becauſe, though I tind thote Tra- 
gical Stories rife enough in Romances, 
yet I find them Rarities every where but 
in thoſe fabulous Compotures; and though 
I have had the Curiolity to viſit ſome of 
thoſe warmer Regions, where the Fiames of 

; Love 
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ht to 'burn- 


Love are_:thc n- with 
violence, yet-( bating the Duels and the 
Pox ) I remember. not to bave oblery;d 
Love.to have ever been- the death of any 
Man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſophers, 
who make Reaſon the Eflential Con- 
| Niituent Form of a Man : we will afhrm, 
that Love, by dethroning Reaſon, though 
' it leave the Lover alive, doth kill the 
Man. Burt, though I am loth to pur ſo 
bad a Compliment upon Mankind, as to 
{ay, That Love is wont to deſtroy Mens 
Lives; yet I think it would be nocalumny 
to ſay, it much diſquiets them. I could 
_ ask you, How'long many a Lover muſt 

continuea Servant to purchaſe the Honor 
of being taken notice of to be ſo? And I 
couid recruit that Queſtion with pretty 
{tore of others of the like nature, bur that 
I fuppoſe your Memory will ſave my Pen 
the labour of repreſenting to you the 
Torments of Love, which rhey that feel 
them, would little leſs juitly than they do 
frequently ſtile Marryrdoms, it the great- 
nets only, without the Caule and Object of 
Men's ſuflerings, {uffic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances fo dexterout- 
ly and dclightfuily delcrib'd, that not 
only 
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only Gnguine Readers are tranſported, 
but even I my ſelf have been ſurprized in- 
to-inclinations, to admire and envy their 
Felicity ; yer when ſome Þ was eoncern'd 
for; have been really concern'd and en- 
gag'd in ſomeadventures, my envy quick- 
ly curn'd into pity. For, the Repulles, 
the Regrets, the Jealoutfies, rhe Fears, the 
Abſenſes, the' Deſpairs, and the reſt ofthe 
afflicting Diſquiets of Lovers ; though in 
well-writ Romances they are ſoon read 
over by the diverted Peruſer ; yet they 
are not {o ſoon weather'd out, nor {o ea- 
ſily fupported by the diſconlſolate Lover, 
whoſe Infelicities, though they may be 
perhaps, ſo handſomely deplor'd, as to 
delight the Reader ; yer truſt me, Zn- 
damor, "tis a much happier condition to 
be free from misfortunes , than to be 
able to complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with delight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by ſom: rare 
Artift's Penſil ; but when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds that blew 


me out of Hullazd, T found a real Storm 


a very troubleſome and uneaſie thing : 
{o the condition of a Lover , though 
drawn by a ſmooth Pen, is wont 
ſtrangely to affect and pleaſe us ; yer 
when 


Seraphick Love. 
when Men are-really engaged in it, the 
find it full of -Hardihips and Diſquier. 7 


is a much better Condition to be look'd | 


on than embrac'd; and Experience gives 
Men of it much (ſadder and) more un- 
welcome. Notions than Deſcription did. 
Nor Phancy, Lindamor, thas the Trou- 
bleſomeneſs of your Sufferings in Love 
proceeded but from their not being ac- 
ceptable to her for whom you endured 
them ; for had your Miſtriſs Crown'd 
them with Myrtle, and prov'd as kind 
to you as Hymen could have made her, 
yet, I fear, ſhe could have recompenc'd 
you bur by diſabuſing you,and could not 
have freed you from the need of Happi- 
neſs, but only from a miſtake concern- 
ing it ; For, methinks, Lindamor, moſt 
of theſe Tranſitory Goods, that we are 
ſo fond of, may not unfitly be reſembled 
ro the Senſitive, Plant, which you have 


admir'd at S7on-Garder ; for as, though we 


Gaze on it with Attention and Won- 
der, yet, whea we come to touch it, 
the Coy delufive Plant immediately 
{hrinks 1n its diſplayed Leaves, and 
Contracts it {elf into a Form and Di- 
menſ:ons , - difadvantageoully - differing 
} from the former; which it again re- 
covers 
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covers by degrees, when touch'd no more: 
So theſe Objects that Charm us ar a di- 


| ſtance, and whilſt gaz'd: on. with the. 


Eyes of Expectation and Deſire; when a 
more immediate Poſſeſſion hath put them 
into our Hands, their former Luſtre va- 
niſhes, and they appear quite differing 
things from whar, before they ſeem'd ; 
though after Deprivation or Abſence hath 
made us forget their Emptineſs, and we 
be reduc'd to look upon them again at a 
diſtance, they recover in moſt Mens eyes 


| their former Beauty,and are as capable as 
"before to inveigle and delude us. I nwft 


add, Lindamor, that when I compare to 
the Senſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tran- 
ſtory things, that are flatter'd with the 
Title of Goods, I do not out of that 
number except moſt Miſtrefſes. For, 
though I am no ſuch Enemy to Matrimo- 
ny, as ſome (for want of underſtanding 


the Raillery, I have ſomerimes us'd in- 


ordinary Diſcourie) are pleas'd to think 
me, and would nor refule you my Ad- 
vice (though I would not fo readily give 
you my Example) to turn Votary to 
Alymen ; yer I have oblerv'd lo few Hap- 
py Matches, and ſo many unfortunate 
ones; and haye fo rarely teen Men _ 

their 
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their Wives at the rate they did, whilſt 
they were their Miſtreſſes; that I won- 


der not that Legiflators,thought it ne- 
ceſſary 'to make Marriages indiſſoluble, 


to make them Laſting. And IT cannot 
fitlier compare Marriage than to Lot- 
tery ; for in both, he that ventures may 
ſucceed, and may miſs, and if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 


Venture : But in both Lotteries there 


lies pretty ſtore of - Blanks for every 
Prize. And- for your particular, Lin 
aamor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors, if Fermione's and 


Yours be not ſo unſuitable , that ( to 


make haſte from ſonice a Subje) had the 
juſtify'd your expectation of her kind- 
neſs, you would have poſleſs'd the Perſon 


without poſſeſſing the Happineſs you ex- | 


pected : And might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly diſappointed by her Grant, 
as you were by her Change. 

But I forget, Lindamor , that I re- 
{olv'd not to inſiſt on Parallels , and 


therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the- 


Diſcourſe my Pen has flipr into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 
compar'd with ordinary Love; I ſhall 
Venture to encourage you to the For- 

mer, 
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mer, by ſhewing you,.that your paſt ad- 
ditedneſs to the latter, may prove ſer- 


..| viceable to you in it: Yes, Lindamor, 1 


ſhall nor ſcruple to tell you, that your 
ſtrong pailion for Z:rmiove may not a lit- 
tle facilitate your Devotion, partly by 
breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
that faſtned your Aﬀection to unſatisfying 
Objects, and reſtrain'd it from ſoaring to 
the ſublimeſt ; and partly, by axalting your 
Paſſion to a Height fit for Seraphick Flames: 
For, Love hath this ef Noble, that it 
makes us diveſt our {elves of Selfithnets, 
ſlight fortune,quier,{afery,honour,life, and 
all our . own Concernments, when their 
coming into Competition with the Loy'd 
parties Intereſts, may render their ſacrifice 
acceptable to her; and makes us think 
Goods or 1lls deferye thoſe names, bur. as 
they come tous From or Through Her, You 
could ſcarce have Learn'd a better Leſſon, 
even from a much better Maſter ; for, Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to ( what is 
thought moſt difficult in that; Virrue ) 
the Acts of Self-denial, you need almoſt 
bur Transfer your. Flames from an Infe- 
rior- and Miſtaken, to their. True and 
Nobleſt Object, and you will have ex- 
alted and refined your Loye into Devo- 
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cion ; t6 "the latter. of which,” 'a ſublime 
Elevatiotof the firſt is fuch a Diſpoſition, 
as the' having formerly, by looſer Airs, and 
( perchance)-wanton-Songs; learn'd ro lin- 

ove and ro-Command ones Voice, is,ts 
the skilt of Singing thoſe devout Hymns 
and Heavenly Anthems ; in which the 
Church-Mihrant ſeems ambirious to emu- 
late-the Triymphant,- and Eccho back the 
ſolemn Praiſes and Hallelujahs of the Cax- 
teſtial Quire And, as by Hunrting,though 
(poſlibly) we follow bur fome poor fugi- 


tive Hare, orſome fuch Triflins Game, we | 


gain thar Vigor, that Sufference, and As 
gility, that firs us for the Toiis and Mili- 
tary Hardihips that- are exacted 1n rhe 


purtuit of Glory, and of Empire : $Sd | 


though in Love ( Devotion's Prentices 
ihip ) the Courted - Creature be often 
confiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
ctions fit ro be numbred among tuch 
as thoſe rhar- made Love be Painted 
Blind ; yet in the Progreſs and Conduct 
of our Paſſion, we contract ſuch diſ-in- 
rereſſed and refign'd Habitudes, as, be- 
ing preferFd to terve- Celeſtial Objects 
do excellently  qualifie us for -Devo- 


tion. And in etie&t, a fervent Love- 


ſeems little« lets than Devotion mil- 
| addrelit, 


on” 
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addreſt, where. our own very. expreſſions 
may erve to- diſabule us ; For, when 
you: gave your Miſtreſs the ſtyle of 
Goddeſs, and talk of nothing to. her, 
bur of Offering up of Hearts, Adoring,Sa- 
crifices, way aa aoes not all this 
imply, that though it be ſaid to Her, 'ris 
meant, to a Divinity, which is ſo much 
the True arid Genuine Object of Men's 
Love, that we cannot exalt that paſſion 
for any other, without inveſting it with 


- the Notions and Attributes of God? As 


Chitdrea diſcloſe the inbred kindneſs 

they, have for thoſe perſons, by. calling 

the Babies rhey moſt doar upon by their 

dear Mother's, or ſov'd Nurſes Names. 

And, as Aaron, and the revolting Jews, by _ agony 
juſtifying co themſelves their Adoration ,  *< 

ef the Idols rhey had let up by atctibuting which ir is 
the Title of God to what they had a- > prac 

dor'd, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration © Feait 


WAS Pri 


to be due only ro the Deity : {0 does 2 claimert . 


rt rg gs PS, 
Lover, by naming what he worthips, a * 7: 5:13. 


Divinicy, tacitly confeſs the Deity to be 74% the 
the proper Object of that higheſt and pe- nanc of 
culiar ſtrain of Worſhip. 2 
And this Truth, Lindemor, the very eg. s; 
ficklenes of Lovers concurs to teſtific : 
For what Men call, and think Incon- 

ÞE x ſtaw- 


— 


Nancy, is noching bur % thaſe of peifect 
Beauties; which 6m. 'F ve frrileſly M 


risfie an appetite, born'for, and (-thbupgh 
-proclaim'd'the trite atid*proper Object of 


Women; as the Angel's conſtancy toHim. 
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cauſe'he finds it n6Ventife In "ah One; 
for, Creattires hay@ bitt#Finall and obMtire 
fragments'of it; whith\eamnorfix) hor ſa- 


unwillingly) alpiring'unto'God : who's 
our Love, as well by” -Mens'fickleneſs-'tb 


Juſt as the trembling reſtleſsneſs of the 
Needle in any but the: North Poinr of the. 
Compaſs proceeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to the-Pole'; - irs Paſſion. for 
which,- both its * Wavering and its Reft 
bear - equal witneſs to. « That''unfatis- 
fy'dneſs with tranſitory Fruitions, that 
Men deplore as ' the Unhappineſs - of 
their Nature, 1s/ indeed-the Priviledge of 
it ; as 'tis the Prerogative of Men not'to 
care for, or be capable of, being pleasd 
with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doat upon, and 
make the {ole Objects - of their Deſires 
and Joys, And by-this you may,. Li 
damor, in ſome degree, imagine the ' un- 
imaginable - Suavity, that the fixing of 
ones Loye on God 1s able to bleſs ol 
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Soul with ; ſince, by ſo indulgent a Father, 
and .competent a, Judge as God himſelf, 


the. decreed uncontentingneſs of all other | 


goods, is thought richly repaired by its 
being bur an aptnelſs to prove. a Rite to 
our Love's {ctling.. there. 


. + om 
"_ 
£ 4 


have endeavour'd. to recommend unto you 


Seraphick, Love, by mentioning ſome of its 


properties, which feem: to relate more to 
the Love it ſelf, than to the Divine Qb- 
ject of. it, But. 1 fear, you'll think 1. have 
too long entertain;d. you with confidera- 
tions, Which, beſides: that they are not al- 


? F * F 4.4 


together the importanteſt that belong ro 
this diſcourſe, I have been, . by haſte.-re- 
duc'd to, Pen ..1n..the.. unaccurate.,Order, 
wherein they offer'd | themſelves. to.. my 


thoughts, not. the .Method . wherein I 


ſhould have preſenzed rhem ro Yours. 


GI 


And hitherto, ,my deareſt Lindampr,, I Se8. 9. 


And therefore,. Lindamor , ſince the Sef, 10. 


Nobleſt and Supreme 'Mortiyes to, the 


Love.. of God-confiſt in. his oWn-i finite 


Perfections and Prerogatives ; .and tince* 


the Properties of God's -Love ro us: do 


adyantage us much more, .( and... conſe-. 


quently are likelier to. endear -Devption 
to us ) than thoſe of ours. to, hin : The 


former not' only moving God to kin- 
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tives to Devotion, and-to evince, rhar the 
{feveraF things: which: are wont moſt to 
engage -and heighten our affetions, do, 
in a peculiar and tranſcendent manner, 
ſhine” forth and * Conftellate in ' God, 
Thar, - you know, which enamour'd you 
of Hermione,” 1 need. not prove to you, to 
have been your ſyppoſing. her full 'of 
Lovelinefs and Excellencies in her (elf ; 
and - you believing, that- the Love ſhe 
yorrchlafed you was Great, Free, Con- 
ſtant, or Advantageous to you. And 
that all thefe properties do nor only emi- 
nently exiſt, bur illuftriouſly concur in 
God, and his Love ; I muſt now, Linda- 
z»or, (with ſtrong defires of doing it proe 
{perouſly ) attempt to manifeſt. © 
Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
S@. rt. God's die, ' by the Excellency and Pre- 
rogartive of his Nature. But, truſt me, 
Eindmrmor, when neceflitated by a Me- 
thod' exafted by the nature of this dif- 
courle (F find my {elf engaged to ſay 
0.4 1," SOeprrgth mb 
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ſomething by way of celebration of God's 
Perfections : -I am very ſenſible, I can 
but detract from whar I deſire to Praile, 
and muſt inevitably appear unable ro 
ſpeak Worthily of a Theme, to which 
even Seraphimsthemſelves cannot do Right. 
And if, as the Scripture aſſures us, thoſe 
chings even fell not under the Senſes, nor 
entred the Thoughts-of Men, which God 
has reſery'd for thoſe that love him; how 
ineffable and incomprehenſible muſt thoſe 
things be which he has referv'd for Him- 
ſelf > the infinite Superiority of his Na- 
ture above all Creatcd Beings, placing a 
vaſt diſparity betwixt his greateſt com- 
municated Vouchlafements , and his 
Boundleſs, and therefore to Creatures In- 
communicable, Perfections. 

Wonder not therefore, Linaamoer, that 
my weak Eyes dare not dwell long 
upon an Object, which: they cannot 
ſtedfaſtly gaze on long without being 
dazFd : And do not marvel, that I fcru- 
ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 
mention of Perfeations, whickr make rhe 
higheſt Hyperboles bur ſeeming * ones : 
Both God's Nature and his Word de- 
claring him to be exalted above all Blef- 
fing and Praiſe, If ic were fcalonable, 
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Lindamor, to-entertain ourſelves but with 
thoſe Atrribures'of God, ' which are Le- 
gible or' Conſpicuous/ in” the Creation'; 
We might © there: diſcern - the admirable 
Traces of ſuch-immenſe Power, fuch uns 
ſearchable Wiſdom, and* ſuch exuberant 
Goodneſs, as may juſtly raviſh-us to an 
Amazement' at them, rather than a bare 
Admiration of them. And: I muſt needs 
acknowledge, Lindamor, that when with 
bold Teleſcopes I ſurvey the Old'and New- 
ly diſcover'd Stars and Planets that adorn 
the upper Region of the World ; and 
when with excellent Microſcopes I diſcern 
in otherwiſe inviſible Objects, the unimi- 
table-Subtilty of Nature's curious Work- 
manſhip ; and when, in a word, .by the 
help of Anatomical Knives, and the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 
Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſs 
ſes of Ariftotle, Epicurus, Paracelſus,. 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learn'd Ex- 
politors of that Inſtruftive Volume ; I 
find . my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd to ex- 
claim with 'the Pſalmift, ow manifold 
are thy Works, O Lord? in Wiſdom haſt 
thouOn mage them all } And” when I have 
been loſing my ſelf in--admiration of 
what 1] underſtand not, but enough 
| _ ro 
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| to'admire, and not to Comprehend'; I 


am often obliged to interrupt or break off 
my Enquiries, by applying tothe Works 
of God's Creation the Expreſſion'us'd b 

St.:Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O the , 
depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 3 
knowledge of God | ' how unſearchable are his 
judements, and his ways nntraceable! And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
rentive Conſideration of any other : of 
God's' Attributes deſervedly produce. 
But having elſewhere treated of this Sub- 
jet in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, + 
Lindamor, invite you to'conſider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe thar are Conſci- 
ous to their having Virtue enough inthem- 
ſelves, ro make them prize it in others,are 
in love with Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other 
Heroes,that did Ennoble,and almoſt Exceed 
Mankind,upon the bare knowledgeoftheir 
Virtues; although from them we derive 
no perſonal adyantage,(their death having 
numerous Ages "preceded our Nativity.”) 
Since then we pay ſo much difintereſt love 
toſome few faint and ill-refin'd Virtues; that 
ner did»profit us ; how: much on ſuch a 
Score,andart tharRate,thould we love him, 
who fo poſſeſſes all Perfeftion, thateaclvof 
his Perfections is Infinite > Were: you and I 
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Oyr. OWN: Creators; Linaamor, and wholly | 


independent. upen. God,.- without | either 
Need or Hope to taſte. his-Bounty ; bis 
native Excellencies, and what he:has done 
for (others, ſhould ſurely Ravith us, i and 


Enamour us of Him. | Though his Benefits | 


ta us did not entitle him! to our Love, his 
Eſfence (the Source. and only Motive of 
thole Benefits) wauld give him a Right to 
it; and though we: ow'd him nought for 
what weare, we yet ſhould owe him Love 
for what he is. He is that glorious Sun, 
from whom ( as Beams) all created Pertfe- 
tions flow, and in whom they all concen- 
tre. To omit God's Sovereign Majeſty, 
(which places him ſo high, that bur to 
own for him fo Familiar and Levelling an 
aftetion as Love, much more to expe 
to be Relov'd by Him, were not the leaft 
{awcy Preſumption Man could be guilty 
of, did not his own Commands make it a 
Duty) Not to inſiſt on this, ] ſay, Let us a 
while conſider that proper and peculiar at- 
traction of Love, his Lovelineis ; which 
is ſuch, that did we bur once fee it; - all 
Creature-competitions ( even. we being 
Judges.) would then be as impoſſible as 
they are now unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan- 


them- 
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themſelves (thoſe glorious ornaments of 


the Celeſtial Hierarchy)are repreſented as 
covering their Faces in God's preſence, ei- 
ther bluthing at their Comparative Defor- 
mity, or unable to ſuſtain the unqualifi'd 


| ſplendor of fo Divine brightacls ; whence 


perhaps it became of old the Jewiſh faſhion 
(as ſome ircquent expreſſions in their Wri- 
tcrs intimate) when they went to pray, to 
veil their heads and faces ; ( though now 
I have in their Synagogue ſeen themonly 
cover their head, nat their faces, with 
thoſe white Garments they wear ar their 
publick Devotions.) And, Lindamor, if 
Meſ-ss face, by but a few days converſe 
with God, reflected ſuch a Light as dazl'd 
mortal Eyes; and if his {\vift Poſts the 
agels, when ſent on Errands to us here 
on Earth, even when they may be ſuppos'd 
(if I may fo ſpeak)to wear their travelling 
Cloaths, and ſtood as much to our frail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, they ap» 
pear to us in, do, in ſpight of that dark- 
ning Condeſcenſion, ſo much Tranſcend 
all Objects here on Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture often mentions, that even thoſe that 
aſpird to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded at their preſence : And if, in 
this veiling habit, they appear fo re: 0 
that 
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ll, 


Gen. 24. 
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we, Or rather,” 


of that Ng mplmenr 


what may we not via may we 


faint ſhadows, (or trulier, Foils) of His,” 
Thoſe drops of Prettineſs, ſcatteringly” 
ſprinkled amongſt the Creatures, were de-' 
72 ign'd to Defecate and Exalt our Conor, 


tions, not to Inveigle or Detein our Paſſi-' 
ons; for, God did neer intend them to ter= 
minate our Love, but only by our Eyes to 
exalt our Faith. above them, and by the 
Beauties our ſight can apprehend to raiſe us. 
to a confidence, that there is in their Au-\ 


thor more than we caneither See or Com- 


prehend. Like Eljjah's fiery Chariots)! 


though they be pure - bright,and conſiſt” 
of the nobleſt and gloriouſeſt Materials, 
they are meant by God but to carry us up. 
to Him. Andas the Patriarchs Steward was” 
furniſh'd with ſo ſumpruous an Equipage. 
to court Rebecca, not for himſelf, but for” 
Iſaac 


of God him-' 
ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, ZZ that. 
planted the Ear ſhall he not hear ? he that for- 
med the Eye ſhall he not ſee > That is, he that: 
imparts a Faculty, or an Excellence to the/ 
Creature, ſhall not he himſelf much more' 
eminently poſſeſs it > and in effe, the, 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties arebut' 


| 
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Tac; ſo all the Lovelineſs imparted to 
Creatufe'is lent it, but to give us ſome 
re large Conceptions of that yaſt Can- 


Ayence 'and immenſity: that exuberates in 


God: To make the righteſt uſe of fa- 
"difg Beauties, you mult” conſider God 
and them, as you were wont to do your 
Miſtreſes Pictureand its Chryſtal Cover: 
Where:, Nth) that native Glaſs were 
Pare and Lovely,” and very richly. edg'd, 
yet to gaze on it, was not the chiefelt bu- 
Facks of your "Eye ; rior did you in it ter- 
minate your fight, but greedily : look 


through and beyond it,upon the-adored 


Tmage tharſolid veil betraid. Merhinks Se- 
Hphick and our common Lovers behold 
exterior Beauties with a difference reſem- 
bling that wherewith Children and Aſtro- 
homers conſider Galiles's Optick Glaſles, 
( with one- of which 7eleſcopioes, that I re- 
member I ſaw at F{zrence, he merrily boaſt- 
e that he had, Trovato la Corte a Glove) 
which the one prives moſt for what they 
appear; the other for what they diſcover. 
For Children contenting” themſelyes to 
wonder at the length, and fall in love with 
the Workmanthip and Gildings of the 
Tube,do thus bur gaze upon them; where- 
as Aſtronomers look through them, and 


{carce 


39 


Fiovink in te pe, em whos hg 
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deſcry in Heaven brig it Stars s, Unicen b #7 
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I deny not, Lindamor, that God has bean 
pleas'd ro adorn ſome of his Creatures 


with Hints and Impreſſes,as 1 well” of his 


Lovelinefs as his other 'Excellencies ; bur 
they do much more faintly and imper- 
folly reſembleHim, than & counterfeir 
Sun we {ee ſometimes in a Cloud. emu- 
lates the true one ,by whole refracted and 


Reftefted Beams, ſome acute moderriNa- 


turaliſts ſuppoſe it to be preduc'd. For tho' 
this Derivative Sun-ſhine with a not-incon- 
fiderable Luſtre, Comparatively to the reſt 
of the dark Cloud enobles it, yet is it not 
only as much inferior to the true Sun in 
Brightneſs,as in Height ; but it enjoys 


alone a Precarious, De okdent, and almoſt 


mqprecicy” Being, which often it loſes 
in a very ſhort time, and never attains to 


preſerye a very long one. ; And therefore 


to neglet that ſupreme Reſplendency 
tha ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
{enrations of it, that we fo doat on in the 


Creature, is as prepotterous and ab- 
fard 
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fiird,'as-1t were for a Perſian to offer- his 
$acrifie&to a-Parhelion © (as rhe Greeks call 
that Mereor) inſtead of adoring rhe Sun. 
And certainly, Lindamor, if ' our Dim 
Sight, {ike that of the Propher's Servatit;” 


who {aw the Mountains near Dothan co > Ling. 6. 


vered with Horſes and Chariots of Fire, *7: 
were - privitedg'd ro- diſcern otherwiſe in- 

viſible Objects ; 'our raviſh'd Eyes would 
behold Lovelineſs enough in Gad;to make 


_ sinceffantly exclaim in the Language of 
the Prophet, Zow great & his Goodneſs; ard Z:ich. g 


how Great is his Beanty! Agrecably where- ” 
unto we may obſerve, Thar as the Load- 
ſtone -doth atrat moſt powerfully the 
brighteſt Needles,made of the pureſt Steel, 
artd thoſe that moſt approach it; fo Angels 
who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
cltdedft Light,and the moſt clear Knqw- 
kdge of their Maker, do love him with a 
Conſtancy 1o fix'd, that in five thoufand 


| 4fd fome odd Centuries of years, (efflux'd 


fince the Creation) they could never fee 
any thing,cither in God, or out of him,ca- 
pable to {ſeduce them to a Change. God's 
Lovelineſs (which is fuch, that rhe Ecernal 
fruition of himſelf creates even his Feliciry) 
iS like rare Muſick, which,though it do de- 
light all irs partakers,the ——_——— 
{t11L 
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ſtill do highlieſt value, and are moſt ras | 


viild with the Tranſports it produceth, 
being proportion'd to the degrees of the 
Skilfulneſs of its admirers. The Apoſtate 
Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Station, 
not frighted thence by anyb lemiſh they de 
{cry'd in God;but probably fell by a ſawcy 
af tation of a Parity, and (as Divines tell 
us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to PerfeCtions, 
which they were criminally unable to be- 
hold, without wiſhing them their own. And 
for their preſent ſeparation from God, it is 


_ their Curſe and Puniſhment. And I ſhall in- 


Exod. 33. 


genuouſly confeſs to you, Lindamor,that by 
the advantageous Idea's I entertain'd of 
God's Perfections, I have been ſometimes 
inclin'd to think,thar the reaſon why God 
tells Moſes, Thou canſt not ſee my Face,for there 


ſhall no Man Ta me and l;v:,might be, that 


(as tranſcendent Objeats deſtroy the Senſe) 
{o lovely and glorious a ſight (whole con- 
tinuance ſhall make our Happinels in Hea- 


ven) would let in Joys, and would create | 


Deſires, too Mighty for frail Mortality to 
ſuſtain. The raviſh'd Soul being ſhewn 
ſuch Game as that, would hate 1o eager- 
ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Lealhes 
that tye her to the Body, ( and thereby 


hinder her flight ro that wiſtf'd Union) | 


and 
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_ and the glad Heart (too narrow a Recep< 


tacle for ſo much Joy } to-make room for 
ſuch Gueſts, would ſtretch unto aRupture, 


| Longing, or Joy, have ſometimes ſingly 
 reach'd Degrees that have made them Faral; 


And why then ſhould their Union in ſuch 
Extremes be thought uticapable of produ- 
cing the lke effect 2 Nor is it perchance 
more a Priviledge of the next Lite,that we 


thall chen ſee God, than tha we ſhall ſur- 


vivechat Glorious Sight; which is too daz- 
ling an Objed for Mortal Eyes,rtill (to uſe 
St. Payl's Expreſſion ) our martal ſhall have \ cg.15; 
put on immartality. Bur I mult no, longer 5+ 
loſe my ſelf in a Theme, on which it,is ſo 
eaſie.ro {peak Much, and ſo impoſlible to 
lay Enough;IfIbenor very much miſtaken, 
they arc to, who preſume to give us fatis- 
factory Definitions of God's Natyre, which 
we.may perhaps more ſafely Define by the 
Impoſhibility of its being accurately Deft- 
ned. Andil niuſt confels,l do the leaſt cx- 


. pet the þeſt Deſcription ofthe Divine Na- 


Ute, from thoſe that are moſt forward to 
take upon them to Explicare it : For our 
Words being but theRepreſentations af our 
Notions,29d they being-nccellary Finite,as 
-our:Being ; few.men are (merhinks).more 


likelyro be miſtakenin cheNature of what's 
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Infinite, (and conſequently of God's Artri- 
bures) than thoſe rhat think Deſcriptions 
can comprize it. Nor will an Affiduity and[e' 
Conſtancy of our Speculations herein re-{c 
lieve us, for too fix'd a Contemplarion ef | of 
Gods Eſfence docs but the more confound jt 
us.As I remember,St.Pau/tells the Fews,that jus 

AQs22, 6, he corld not ſce for the Glory of that Light,thatÞ 
*” ſhone from Heaven about him at his Com | We 
verſion. And this the famous S$imoniaes ex: atk 
perimentally found,who being ask'd what j1 

God was, took a days time to conſider of pa 

it; after,being calld upon for his anſwer, 

defird two days longer to rhink upon ir;[# 

and when they were expir'd, demanded fowÞf4 

days longer; and ſo continu'd a great whilg tac 

each time*Encreaſing his demands for Ref! 1 

{pite; tif, being preſt to give an Acconnt dir 

bt! of ſuch a Dilatory way of proceeding, leÞva 
$0 ingenuouſly acknowledg'd that the lange[%a 
| he conſider d Gods Nature,the leſs he com-Þs 4 
prehended it. And indeed, ExperienctÞim 
reacheth us,that they that gaze ſtedfaitlie(|n 
on the noondays Sun, can leaſt of all-dibp?or 
corn what it is,being rather DazFdthanlwÞ® | 
{truQted by fo confounding an Object.No, ado! 
13 it only, L:2damor,a Task of too great ditf©en 
ficulty for a meer man, perfectly to Expirf 
cate that Incomprehentible Nature of God, 

| {0 
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ji; Ito which nothing but his own Infinite Undcr- 
ns [ſanding can be adxzquate ; Bur, methinks, 
1d [even tocelebrate God's perfe@tions, cannot be 
e- [oberly attempted. without a yery dceep.ſenle 
of | a-man's own unworthineſs and incapaci- 
ad jty. For, the fame Excellencies that furnith 
at (us with Praiſes, do tranſcend/ them. And 
at [the - fruirfulnels .-of the Subje& may as . 
[well dererr, as invite our Pens ; ſince, as: we 
x. Jare dure we ſhall not want Theme, {0 we arc 
at [certain we cannot. Dignikie it. And for my 
of [part;, Lindamor, though my Subject exactei, 
1x(of me: the Praiſes I have endeavoured | to. 
it; aſcribe, to. God, yer-I ſhould haye thought it 
ar [cquiſite, rather to decline the Laws of - Me- 
ile had, than be.reduc'd ro Derogate from what 
"1 j would extol, if -the. neceltity of 'detra 
nnt}cling; from. Gods. perfections Were, not 5 
afqual to: that, of mentioning rhem,;. and .if 
Je that neceſlity -were not. as Glorious to Goa, 
»1- PS greater Praiſes: than we are able to aſcribe 
nct|him, could be. Bur, Lindamor, having thus 
iel done right to my. Mcthod, though | could 
dibÞpot to. my Theme, I ſhall only. invite you 
Ir imitate with me thoſe Perſians, that 
if adored rhe Sun,. though the Light he leac 
bem ſery'd but tp; make the ſourc2 of it 
pþdmired,. and not co pry into his abſtruſe 
od -\kence with it. And though I might ſay 
c) Bd F 3 much 


See, 1 3: 
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much niote -concertiing' God's Perfedi: 
ons, - I muſt henceforth think filerice thyl . 
propereft Latiguage I can ftiow eihploy;l - 
for 'ris'filence rhat beſt expreſſes our Wot| 
der : ' And ſure, Wonder is never - ther | 
{caſonable than when God is the Objed .: 


A proſtrate Vertration 'being the {aft 
apprehenſion of hini that*'1s incompts| ! 
henlible, | | £4 4b 

Having thus - confidered , Zindamwr;| | 
how fit - an- Object God is of our hight 4 
Love; for 'what. he is in himſelf ; let | 6 
now proceed to derive further proofs of \ 
the ſame Truth, from what he 15--ro-8 4 
( that your Gratitude may- contend-- will] 
your Reaſon, . which fhall moſt height 4 

our Devotion ) and we fſhail find t 
the Vaſtneſs; Freeneſs, Diſcinterſtneſs; Cl i 
ſtancy, and Advantageoutire(S ' of his Lo} 3 


tro us, that more than 4H" rhe Eove it 
can pay him, were but 4 lictle part of wal | 
we owe him. ON pes 1402 
Bur for the firſt Attribute, We have HY 1 
ſgn'd -his Love, (the Greatneſs of it )q -I« 
being a general Property, diffuſed throuf.# 
all the reſt, and con{picuous in them, ity» 
quires now to be treated'of apart. © 
We ſhall then proceed to the freed. 
or unmeritednels of God's love ; "y hy 


10 Jt 


j 


i 


= 
e&; 
aff 
pſt 


_ 
ka e 
« Y 
i 


Seraphick Love. 


lieve which ſtrangely vaſt, we need but 
conſider, that we fo little could ar firſt 
/ Frag his Love, that he lovd us even 
| before we had a Being : and our Felici- 
ty in his degrees, preceded our exiltence 
in this World. ; God loy'd your numerous 
ages before you were; and his Goodnels 
is ſo entirely its .own Motive, that even 
your .Creatian, (ſince when alone you can 
pretend to merit his love) is .the cttect of 
ir. This benefit alone were ſufficient to ren- 
| der. God rhe Object of our Love, though 
we were that .of his Averſion. For (as the 
 Perfians ador'd the Sun even when it ſcorch'd 
il them ) we eſteem our ſelves obliged to love 
.and honour our Parcars in ſpight of their 
q ting wicked and unkind, though they be 
but: God's inſtruments .n. our .. Production, 
| and .made us what we were born, not.arbi- 
q ily, bur in virtue of his Ordination. But 
\God to. confer. on us, in the maſt excellent 
.and,endearing manner, the Bleiling promis'd 


Nj .to his Antient People, when he vouchſafed 


;, os: 7 


lid 


Yere :. his Enemies, 


to - aſſure them. that he would love them 99% 141. 
# freely, was pleaſe, ro love us, not only 
When we ,were not art all, but when we 
If when we were Enemies Rom.5.10. 
$.( faith St.. Paul) . we , were. regencil, ed unto God 
q + the death of his Son, Rc: Our Incxiſtence 
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indeed” was a condition, Wherein norhihp i 
us was capable of being a Motive of God 
Love : but ovr enmity proceeded furthe 
and made us worthy of his Deteſtation 
as if his Love were nothing unleſs it van 
quiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as wanted Mof 
rives.. "This gave the 'Apoltle- a jult 'cauk 
to {ay,-that God Commendeth his love © towan 

Rom. 5. 3. 275, 732 that while we were y:t fin ers Chriſt di 
for us : That 1s,when we wanted all Motive * 
'to invite his Love, unleſs qur very want * 
them fhould paſs for one. And how dil 
God expreſs his Love unto us ? even by th 

. gift of the Son of his Love ; Fer God ſo lovi 

Ji-3. 16. 7he World, (fays the Divine Token of h 

Love ) that :-h: gave his only begotten Sl 

And how did'that Son Love it? ZH (af 


Pinil. 2. 6. 


7,8. *' the Apoſtle ) Leing in the form of God, thout 


it no Robbery to be equal” with God ; Ent mit 

himſelf of no reputation, 'and took upon him |t 

form of a ſrruant, and was madt in the likem! 

of men. Ang beinz found in faſhion as a mil| * 

he humbl:d himf:lf, and became obedient wn 
death, even the death of" th: Crefs. ' Thy 
1s, That he would love ar:no lefs. Rx 
tian deat! ; and from the ſuper-emin t 

_ heighth' of Glory, ſtoop'd and abas'd him. 

{eIf ro the fifferance of the extreameſt q 
Indignities, .and ſunk' himſelf to - the” be 

— I | w | 
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rom of Abjecednels, to exalt our condi- 
tion..to the contrary Extreme. 7: was 
mound2d- for our tranſereſſions, he was braiſtd 
for cur tniquities, the chaſtiſemeat of our peace 


| mas upon him, and with his ſtripes we are heal:d, 


fays the Prophet. For ye know the grace of 
onr Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
et. for our ſakes hz became poor, that ye through 


| his poverty might be made rich, lays the Apo=- 


{tle.. Men having diſpleaſed God, and con- 


| fequently forfeited all Right. and Natural 
Poſſibility ro Happineſs ; even whilit they 
compleated - the Forlorneſs of their condi- 


tion,.. by the Lethargy of not being ſenſible 
of it, and were as careleſs ro Scek means 


| .of Recovery, as, they had been unable to 
4 .Devile them of themſelyes : Even-then, his 
i reftlels Love, would never be at quiet, till 


it.;had ſer his Omniſcience on work, to 
contrive Expedients, and find out a way to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
conciling Sinners ro Himſelf. And this 


; merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 


his Son, he proſecuted in a way, ſo Wor- 
thy, of himſelf, and ſo Advantageous to 
us, .that our juſt wonder at it may keep us 


| - from having any, to find that, . as. St. Peter 
| informs us, the yery Angels { prompred, 


queſtionleſs by a Religious Curiolity ) 
j F 4 ardently 
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ro Sinners : Since by t thoſe unequall'd ah 
unvaluable Sufferings, to which he deliveral 


ach) he hatred Sin, which the ſo heavily 


ance of it) and how mueh- he Lov 'd Sit 


_ners, by giving up what he 40 loy'd, fora]. 
Ranſom of thoſe that were guilty "0 


{en any other way ; We may ſafely think, 


Jultice, and rhe higheſt Mercy ; the gr 


_ thar he truly ſaid, 7 ud rhe Father an 
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2 ardently defire to look into thoſe Divine My | 


fteries. I find it hotly diſputed amongf 
Divines, ( not - only berwixr the Socinians 
and the Orthodox, bur bertwixr Orthodox 
and Orthodox ) whether or no God could; 
withour violating his Juſtice, have deviſed 
any other Courle for the Expiation of. Sin, 
than the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt. Buy, 
without venturin g to Determine, whethe 
GL NO God could, to Redeem us, have chv 


that he has cholen the moſt obliging ani 
moſt Endearing way 3 difplaying in_ thi 
Divine Manner of Relcuing us, the —_ 


eſt+ Harred of Sin, and the greateſt . ” 


up for us that Son, who' is ſo near uw 
He - at once manifeſted both how 


punifh'd in the Perſon - he moſt Lovd; 
(thongh that Surety bur adopted it," to 
free Men from the Inſupportable venge 


what he ſo Hated, - Aad therefore our $i 
yiout, 
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viour, though he did tuch great things ;TO 


aatisfie.. the unbelieving and contumacious 

kws of his being-theis promis'd Meſtah, 

would not decline - Death to convince them; 

And, though he had 'not ſeldom. done 1o 

much to make {himſelf rhe Objet of their 

Faith would not -be invited from the Crots, 
though rhe Chicf Prieſts and .Scribes them- 

felyes ſaid at his Crucifixion, Let him now 

che. down from the Groſs, and we . will be- Mat. 23.7. 
litve'on him. And Chriſt ro,, convince | 
the World of their unableneſs -to cmerge 

ant! recover out of that.deep. Aby1s, where- 

n the Load of Sin .{ which in Scripfure 15 

calted a wright.) had Precipitated Falln H-b. 12.1. 
Man, came not mto the Warkd watil well 

nigh 4000 Years-of Sickneſs had made the 
Dilcafedefperate;and the Cure almoſt Hope- 

is. $0 inveterate an obſtinacy. at once 
Widening the Diſtance berwixt. God and 

Man, and proclaiming the latters - diſabili- 

lity-ro dind by his'own Wildom, Expedients 

of Re-anion. Thus Chriſt heal'd and dif- Mars. 32 
poſicts'd a Dumb perfon, who. was able to 
make -entreaties but 'by the diſabiliry of 


pronouncing them-; -and 'might !wruly lay to-  -. .. 
. the ſecure World, / am found of them that 1965. 1. 


fought me mt. And when our Saviour 
was come inte; the wretched - World, . of 
1G 7 pos: all 


2 


Ie. 53.5." fripes we might be healed; fo, were the Joy 


' Luk. 10. that*they viRtoriouſly' cha#d Devils and Dil : 
 feafes out of oppreſſed Mortals, and that by hi - 


? 
e $-.4 
oi | 
* : 
4 


' Mayiz:24 Miracles ſo numerous and great, that ti 


Vat. 3.12. Yet were thoſe Wonders wrought for a 


* He convers'd/ among © his Contemporarie 
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all the'numerous' Miracles ' recorded in thf 


"Goſpel, he' ſcarce did any for his:own pt 


'vate Relief. And ro'fhew,* that as he endyf - 


- red his* Sorrows © for our ſakes, that by 


he raſted in relation to us.” We read not ( whid 
1s highly obſervable) in' the whole Goſpel] 
'thatever he rejoyc'd but once, and that wa 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd -hin | 


Authority Men had been diſpoſleſs'd of boti] . 
the 'Tempter : and © Punithment of Su] 


with Vittues , as well atteſting-whart' k 


was , 'as Prophecies or Miracles  coull - 


do; and,” to Teach Man , how much | 
'yalu'd Him above thoſe- Creatures tha 


- Man makes his "Idols, he: often altred ani - 


- fuſpended the Courſe” of Nature for Mani 
' Inſtruction, or his Relief; and revers'd tle 
' Laws eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engag 
 Men' to- obey - thoſe ' of | God, by doin 


- Jews Unbelief may be almoſt counted One 


neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devil 


and  return'd them with. ſo exemplifid ff; 


an Ingratirude, that *tisnot the leaf} of by 
Wonde! 


, . 
- 
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wonders; that he would vouchſafe' to. work 


any of them for" fach . blaſphemous wretch- 


es: who, were indeet', as fome” of the 
f "farer Jews have too truly ſtyl'd themſelves, 
"5n relation to''*'their Fathers, Chometz ben 


14-17, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a'moſt 


| \ degenerare Offspring of Holy Progeni- 

tors. He ſuffer d ſo much fot them, chat 
made him do fo, that he ſuffer'd' the  addi- 
'tion of Miſery of being thought to ſuffer de- _ 
fervedly; And he was numbred with the Tranſe **55-% 
 greſſors.* And, though he liv'd as much a 
'Mrracle as any he did, yer did his con- 


dition ſometime appear ſo deſpicable and 
forlorn, that Men could not know his Deity 


but by his Goodneſs, which was fo infinite 
'not to belong incommunicably ro God. 
And though '"rwere orice a Saying of our 
" Saviours, Greater Love hath no man than this, jg, 15.14, 


that a man lay down his life for his friends ; 
yet is it not what ts faid of ' the loyc here 
mention'd, ro be "underſtood indefinitely, 


*or generally coffidered, bur only of rhe fin- 
gle acts or exptefiions of a Man's love to 


his Friends compar'd* berwixt© themſelves, 


"and ſo the alledg'd paſlage ſeems ro mean 
bur this, That among the ſingle Acts of 
"Kindneſs to a Man's friends, there is not a- 
py one more highly expreſſive of a' real 


and 
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and ſincere Love, than to part with: ,ous 


life for their ſakes. This. Text therefor 
would not be indefinitely apply'd tothe A 
tection of Love it ſelf, as if.it coul Pheg 
bly be greater than is - requiſite to .make; 
Man Content, or willing to Die for jy 
Friends ; for he thar ſacrifices beſides his Lik 
his Fortune alſo, his Children -or his Repy 
tation, does thereby. expreſs;more Love t 
them, than he could. Fay Arpanr with, by 
Life-only. for them. And he thar is forwasl 
to. dic for thoſe that hate him, or, ar leak, 
know him not, diſcloſes a more ,plentifi 
and exuberant ſtock. of Love, than he tha 
_ does the fame kindneſs but for-rhoſe - that 
'Love hmm. And thus our Saviour wo 


- 


;be underſtood, unleſs we would fay,.rha 
he -Our-praftis'd what he rayghr. ; for j 
came to lay down.his. Life, even for his Eye 


: . 


mies , .and (like :the kind Balſam-rree, 
whoſc | Healing-wounds weep Sovercig 

Balm to cure thoſe:that ,made them). he, 
fus'd.nor to.dic. for rhaſe thar, kill'd him, and 
Jhed ;his Rleod far ſome of. thoſe rhar {pj 
it. And 4o little was;his...injur'd:Love;to;ti 
ungratcful World ,  ; diſcourag'd ,or .w 

.pair:d by the ſavage Entertainment ,he,n 
with.in._.it, .that, after he had ſuffer'd fq 

wretched Men (for whoſe fakes. he.lefi Hg 
, V l/ 
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ven' to become capable of ſuffering) ſich 

barbarous Indignities as might have made 

7 bars puniſhments appear Mercy, and even 
cfuclty it felf ſeem no more than Juſtice ; 


when p fay 'to hope for fo much as his 
Pardon Were prefiimption , he was pleag'd 
ts create. Confidence of no lefs than his 
Love; a Virtue. Nor think it- L7*duwvor, 
ithpertiaent £6 bur preſent Theme , that 1 
iffift fo rut on What Chriſt has done and 
ſiffer'd for us, ſince both he himſelf informs 
us; that Ee and his Father ave one. And Joh. 10- 
ſome of the Texts alteady mention'd have $:: als 
taught us; that it was anctfett of God's love 7-52 7+ 
alſo to: the Wotld, that Z# gave his only be- Joh. 3. 16. 
Rom. 5.36 
mendeth his Livve towavds »s in that while we 
were yet finmets Chriſt died for us. Wherefore T 
thall without ſeruple- proceed to obſerve to 
you, that fo ftee tis Chrift's dileQtion, that 
the gtand condition of. out Felicity is our 
Belief, that he is diſpoſed to trake us 
happy ; on terms tot only ſo /honoutable 
to him, bur fo advantageous to us', rhat 
[ was about ro ſay , that poſſibly Faich it 
elf would ſcarce be exacted as requiſite to 
our Happineſs, but that the condition 
does encreaſe rite benefit, by yotchſating us 
bord and early anticipations: of it : = 
| aith, 
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| Faith, being as the Apoſtle. terms it })- 144; 
Fel: (pbftance of things hoped for, and evidehc: 

| ( or . conviction) of . thizgs not ſeen , .Wafſty 
our joys to this ſide of the :Grave., boys: 


Heaven down to us, till our freed Spirits 
can {oar upto Heaven;,. and. does us ſuch! 
a ſervice, as the Jewyh..Spies-'did to thei 


, Country-men, by bringing them over ; to] 
Numb. 13. this fide Fordan 1nto the Wilderneſs, 10 


of rhe pleaſant and delicious, Fruits of the 
Bleſt Land of Premile.: -I ſaid, Lindamer; 


That Faith was the Grand Condition requi- 


red in God's free Grant of Eternal Life. Not. 
that I would aſcribe any | thing to a Lazyy 


Speculative, .and Barren Faith, 'in oppolith 
on to. that lively and active © one ,.-which, 


Gal. 52.6. is called by the Apoltle, migis d ei. erepysulen, 


Faith operating. by Love ; ſince. lam inform 
ed by.St: James, that the. Divorce. of Faith 


Jam.2.6. and Works is as deſtructive to Religion, as 


thar of Soul, and Body is to Lite ; But.rhar | 


was willing ro mind you, that though.true | 
Gen. 3o- Faith (which cries like Rachel, Give me Chil: 


dren. orelſe I dye.) beever the pregnant Mo- 
ther of good Works, yet are not thoſe Works 


the cauſe, bur the Effects and Signs.of 


God's firſt Love to Men, ( however attet; 
ward the Children may Nurſe rheir . Pa; 
rents, ) As, though the Needle's . points 

ing 
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(ing at the Poles be, by being an-EfleR, an: 
'[Argument of its having been Invigorated by 
[the Loadſtone, or received Influence from 
ſome other Magnetick Body ; yet is- not 
/| that Reſpect unto the North the Cauſe, bur 
t the Operation of the Iron's being; drawn by 
F [the attractive Mineral. - Thos art: good. .apd vc..119. 
&ft good, ſays the Plalmiſt tro his Maker. ® 


The greatneſs of his goodnels is' that which 
makes it ours; nor doth He do ys: good, 


7/| becauſe that we are good, but becauſe, Heis 


liberally ſo; as the Sun-ſhines on Dunghils, 
not. our of any Invitation his Beams. find 
there; bur becauſe it+is his Nature to be dif 
fuſive of his Light. Yer with this difference, 


| | that whereas the Sun's Bounty by being ra- 
| cher an Advantage to us than a Favour, de- 
ſerves our. Joy, and; not our Thanks, be- 


cauſe. his Viſits are. made deſignleſly, and 
withour any parricular intention of ad- 


dreſs ( by ſuch a bare. Neceſſity of N ature, 


ue} as that which makes Springs flow out into - 


Streams, When | their , Beds are too. nar- 
row to:-contain the , renewed” water: that 
doth inceſſantly Gwell rhe exuberant Sour- 
&s;). God on the contrary, for being. nc- 
eſlarily kind, is not leſs freely or Ob- 
lgingly ſo, to You. or Me; for, though 


lome "kind of Communicativeneſs be 
Eſſential 
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_ allow his Goodneſs the Extent of ſatin 


Gootinels' to- them, i{peaking to-#Hofes, -call 0! 


Seraphick Love. 
Eſkntial to'his Goodneſs, yet his Exte 
Gon of it without himſelf, and his Vourg 
fafing it to this or that particular Perſy 
are purely Arbitrary. To omir his Lo 
ro the numberlefs Ele Angels ; the fn} 
Relations- berwixt the Perfons of the Bleſfy 
Trinty, ſupplying God with Internal GN 
jects, which imploy'd his Kindneſs beta 
the Creation, and Himlelf being able « 


— dat. is Wu 


for irs Diftufion. Bur ,( having glancds 
this otly by the by) we may yer furthr 
admiringly-obferve, That whereas Menu 
fually give freelieft where they thave ul 
given 'before, and make it both the Moti 
and. the Excufe -of their -defiftance. fra 
giving anymore, That they thave given s 
ready. Gods '!bounty bath a very diffora 
Merhat!-; for he-uſes to -give, becaulc k 
hath-given, -#nd-rhat the may give. Coals 
nantly -to which, when >the revolting Ju] 
tres trad broken the-Conrtents, -whiltt Js 
was bringing them-che 'Tables-of the:LAY 
#nd' had-thereby provok'dl the Incenled 6 
ver of it-to therhoughts of a{ſuddewExtirpy 
tion.of fo Ingrateful and-Roebellious a Be 
ple ; we may obferve, 'That, wheroas:Gol tl 
as unwilling to remember his form © 
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Cen 
dl Lind of Agypt : Hoſes, on the other ſide, to 
ry engage God to the New mercy of a Pardon, 


wg repretents to God his Former mercy to them, 


elf forth out of the Land of Agypt, with great 
ON power, and with a mizhty hand. And fo con- 
rford ſpicuous in rhe Erernal Son was this proper- 

nf ty of the Merciful Father, that when ſick 
inim Lazars's Silters implored his Reſcue: for 
'«d a] their expiring Brother, the Motive they em- 
rth} ploy, and which Profper'd their addreſles, 
21» was, Lord, behold, (not, he who loveth thee, 


them, 7hy prople which thou Eroughteſt out of the Fxod.g2.7 


nt} and calls them God's p-ople, which Ze brozght , 


> a} but) he whom thou loweſt, is ſick. And as he J9% 11-3 


otin} takes the firſt inducements of his Bounty 
waa} from Himſelf; {ſo do his former Favours 
n#f both invite and give Rates to his {uccee- 
era ding Bleſſings. And there is reaton for it : 
& ib} For his pure Love being all the Merit, by 
oale} which Man can pretend to the Effects of 

his Bounty ; it is bur juſt, char the Degree 
MA of his Love thould Proportion thoſe Fa- 
vours, which 'tis our only Title to; and 
that God's Liberaliry ſhould as well afford 
Meaſures as Motives to it (elf. 


4 
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than Free. His grand Defign upon us is 
m4 but ' ro make us Inſtruments and Partakers 
calf of His Glory, and to bring us to cyerlaſt- 

G 19s 


Nor . is God's love . lets Dil-intereſS'd go ;,: 
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ing Happineſs, by a Way that does.as well| 


elevate and dignifie our Nature, as the Con 
dition reſery'd for us will. His Method of 
ſaving us if but comply'd with, does hers 
Col.1.12. 4s the Apoltle ſpeaks, Fit ws for the Inheri 
tance of the Saints in Light ; We being mad: 
2 Per.1, 4. ( as St. Peter ſpeaks) Partakers of the Divin 
Nature, having eſcap'd the corruption that u is 
the Werld through Luſt. So that thoſe thingy, 
wherein the nobleſt of the Philoſophers plac{ 
their Felicity, ſerve bur to Qualifie nd pre 
pare Chriſtians for that Higher Bieſſedneſs 
that 1s reſery'd by God for thoſe thar love 
him ; and cannot bur be heightn'd and ex 
dear'd by the Value, which Graces and Vu 
rues had given men on Earth, for ſuch a No 
ble and Rational kind of Happineſs, as 
apportion'd to them in Heaven. Whar ends 
can he have upon us, whoſe Goode 
and his Bleſſedneſs are both Infinite 2 -He 
was unconceivably Happy ( in his own 
' Self-ſufficiency) before the Creatures ha 


a Being ; and ſure that Felicity that needel} 


not Themſelves tobe 

—L id enim Lg - atque ſupreme , needs n& 
- ard, _—_ _ = - _ nm CThingthatthey can do, 
Canſu perere aggrederentur ? ' Lucret, Nor WAS 1t his Indi 
ex Epic. gence that forc'd him 
to make the Worlkd, thereby to make new, 

Acqur 


Seraphick Lowe, 
Acquiſitions, bur his goodneſs that preſs'd 
him ro manifeſt, and to impart his Glory ; 
and the Goods which he ſo overflowingly 
abounds with. Witneſs his ſuſpenſion of the 
World's Creation, which certaznly had had 
an earlier Date, were-the Deity capable of 


want, and the Creatures of ſupplying it. 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to 7:»20thy, ſtiles God 


$1 


Mewe&, which we Tranſlate, 7he bleſſed God, i Tim. 1. 


bur may perhaps more properly be render'd, *': 


the happy God : and elſewhere in the fame 
Epiſtle he truly calls him 7he Happy, as 
well as Only Potentate. God (lays the A- 


1 Tim. 6, 


I5. 


poſtle ) that made the world, and all thinzs AR27.04 | 


therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Flraven 
\. and Earth, dwelleth not, &c. As though HH: 
needed any thinz, ſeeing that He giveth to all 
Life, and Breath, and all things. And, in 
Him, we live, and move, and have onr be- 


|izz. And indeed ſo coherent in the mind 


of a mere Man, that does but conſider 
and underſtand the Import of his own 


<), 


Notions, is the belief of God's Happineis 


to that of his Being ; that I remember the 


| Epicurean Lecretizs himſelf, even in that 
Jimpious pailage, where he denies Divine 
(Providence; and in a feeming, bur inju- 
Jrious Compliment, would, under the pre- 
Atence of caſing Ged of it, deprive Him 


2 of 


_— 


that 'tis 


Whereby he acknowledg 'S, 


them free'd, 


powers, 
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of the government of the World. ; does yel 
confeſs, that the Divine Nature muſt necelſz| 
rily cajoy a Supreme and endleſs Tranquilj 
adding, (to bring this to our preſent purpoſe 


Privata «olore omni, privata periclis; 


Ipſa ſurs pollens opibus, nihil indiga noſtri. 


That from all griefs and dangers q? 
Rich in it {elf, it has of us no need. |, 


Or, if you will have him ſpeak of the God ju 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poer, that ||, 


Rich in their Native Goods, need nont Ie: 


the World, 'and they that dwell therein. Mg 
reeably whereunto, that Great God th, 
Prov. 26. formed all things, (as in our Tranflatidh, 
the Scripture calls him ) ſays in one of We, 


Feet 


Far above griefs and dangers, thoſe blif 6. 


Pr 
T 


1r. 
A much Nobler Poet tells us, That i;, 
Plal.24. 1. Earth ws the Lord's, and the fulneſs thertlf, 


\ T1 


Pla 
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Yelpfalms, 1f 7 were hunery, I would not tell thee Plal.$2.12. 

cl for the World is mine, and the fulneſs thereef. 

Wan His Ubiquity excludes all withes of Remove, 

of by making his Efſence uncapable of exclufi- 

on; for, Whither ſhould he defire to tran- 

ſport himſelf rhat is every where, and can 

'} with himſelf in no place where he is not al- 

ready 2. his ſufficiency is - ſuch, that he can 

ſe no Goods, but what he gives or hath, (or 

rather both beſtows and potſeſſes) his plen- 

ty being {o unexhauſted a Spring of Goods 

that his Liberalicy does leſs impoverith God, 

than the Sun's light does him ; or imparted 

knowledge impairs the Teacher's Stock. 

[And therefose, though St. Fames doth very 

2 juttly call God, The Father of Lights, who Jam. 17. 

© }is the beſtower of every good and eyery per- 
Jkt Gift; yet the Friend of God, (as the Jan+= 23- 

blo Scripture calls Abraham) and that Royal 
Prieſt, (whom the Writer tro the Hebrews >7: per 

me Ftcaches us to have been ſo illuſtrious a © 
Type of Him, whom he calls, The high Hb. 34. 
4/rieſt of our Profeſſion) do both of them 

A in the ſame Chapter ſtile him, The Poſſeſ- gen.14, 

erMor of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs 1%. 2+ 

Pot beg From, nor covet In the Creatures 

Mhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 
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e pot only hath, but is the fource. Our 
; F&reateſt ſeryices to our Creator muſt be 


On . G 3 r0 


Seraphick Love. 
to difcharge our felves, not to advantage 


him, nor as thinking to add any thing ta a} 


Felicity which were not | infinite, could it 
admit encreaſe. Our higheſt Performances, 
though they be dues, amount not unto Tre| 
bures, burt-are rather like thoſe Pepper-corns 
of Rent which Free-holders pay, not with 
hope or with intent to nick cheir Lang 
lord, but to acknowledge, that they hold 
all from him. When we admire the Sun,| 
our ſecing of his Light doth not increaſe it, 
it makes 1t not greater, but only it makes i| 
ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 
Eyes, that glorious Planet fufters no Eclipk,| 
and is not at all darkned or impair'd, not 
doth He thereby loſe his light, but We: 
The caſineſs of the application requires, and 
excuſes its omiſſion, 1f thou frnn:th, (lays 
Elihu in Job) what doſÞ thou againſt him? i 
thou be righteous, what giveſt thou him? 
what receiveth he of thine hand : Thy. wick| 
edneſs may hurt a Man as thou art, and th 
Yighteoufneſs may profit the Sow of Man. W 
eftect, the wicked's ſpite againſt God is but 
like a mad mans running his head againſt 
the Wall that leaves the Wall unſhaken, but 
daſhes his own Brains out. God habits A 
Felicity ( as well as Light) inacceſſible wl 
all inferior attempts : his Soyereign Trate 

quillity 
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| effecting it. And in Ezekiel he ſays, Behold, 
't I arm againſt thae, O Sidon, and I will be glo- _—_— 


Seraphick Love. 
quillity is ſo ſublimely plac'd, that "ris above 


| the reach of all Diſquieting Imprefſlions ; 


and, like the Stars, that feel not the Ditſ- / 


| eaſes their inauſpicious Influence produces, 


He doth not reſent the torments he Inflicts. 
Gods Juſtice is not lefs Eſſential to him 
than his Mercy ; Witneſs that (the numbers 
of the Saints and the Reprobate confider'd) 
thouſands fall Sacrifices to the {everer At- 


| tribute, for one that proves Capable of the 


| milder. 
| upon Pharaoh and all his Fof#, when he de- 


He faid, Ze would get himſelf honour "x04. 14. 


17. 18. 
ſign'd their ruine in the Red ſea: And 

Moſes faid, He hath triumphed eloriouſly in ©0151 
28. 
rifyd in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know 
that I am the Lord, when I ſhall have ex:cuttd 


my judgments in her, and ſhall be {"_ 
in her. Thus, when a flaſh of God's indig- 


| nation ( kindled by that ſtrange fire they 


reſum'd to offer before him.) had blaſted 
the two preſumptuous Sons of Aaron, 
God is ſaid to have been ſanttifyd in them 


that come nigh him, and to have been glori- 


l fd before all the people ; ſuch eminent and 


exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mani- 
teſting him ts be ſo Holy in his Laws, 
and 1 Concern'd for) them, that even the 
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Ho l2.24 


Peur. 18. 
63. 


Lam.3.23. 


EFi.28. 21, 


Seraphick- Lgve. 
Miniſters of . his Altars ſhall got violate 
them with impunity, but find Him ( what 
the Writer to the Zbr:ws calls him ) 4 cow 
ſuming fire ; Who will be Glorifi'd before all 
his p2ople, cither by the.Obeaience of thoſe 
that approach Him, or by their Dettruction 
So to Evidence, that God can derive St 
tisfaction as well from the Exerciſe of pro; 
voked Juſtice, as from that of his provokel 
Mercy ; the {acred Orator uſcs this remark: 


able Antanaclaſis: And it ſhall come to paſs 


that as th: Lord rejoyc:d over you to do you good, 
ard multiply you ; lo will th: Lord rcjoyce ovi 
Jou to d:ſtroy you, and bring you to nangh. 
Thus, though itbe truly ſaid of God by the 
Prophet Fer:miah, that he doth pot afflict wik 
lingly, nor grieve the Children of Men : ( and 


therefore the determined Confumption of} 


the whole Land, which our Bibles Engliſh, 
God's work, his ſtrange work, other Tranſls 
tors read, Opus alieinm ſuum) Yer when 
the fins of incorrigible o:teaders are grow 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mer- 
cy intercedes 'no' more to avert or ſuſpehd 


tc inflitions of his Juſtice ; , than' how | 


much he can fatisfie himſelf. in Deſtroying 


thoſe that would nor be Preſeryed, \may be 


gheſ3'd ar by that 'formidable Expreſſion 
m Exzekiet ; where, having fore-told what 
CER 6 {hes 
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Seraphick Love. 37. 
late} hayock the Sword, the Famine, and the 
vhal Peſtilence ſhould make amongſt the intra- 
co able and diſpers'd Iſrathtes, he adds, ( as 
> all} a kind of 'Em-iwev) Thus ſhall mine anger Exck.13.5. 
hoſe} be accompliſhed, and 1 will cauſ: my fury to 
ion} reſt upon them, and I will be comforted, The 
| Howlings of the Damned as well ſound 
pr} forth his Praiſes, as do the Hailelujahs of the 
kal Saints ; they both do ſing ro him an everla- 
rk} ſting Canticle of Praiſe ; only in this great 
aſs, Conſort of his whole intelligent Creation, 
004, | the defignleſly conſpiring Voices are as dif- 
| ſcring as the Conditions of the reſpeQtive 
en. Singers. Hell's darkneſs doth as well con- 
the} tribute to God's Glory, as Heaven's Erer- 
ri-| nal Splendor: As Shadows judiciouſlly plac'd, 
ind} do no leſs praiſe the Painter, than do the 
df livelier and brighter Colours. And as when 
iſh, | the Earth doth {end black, noiſome, and ſul- 
ſla-| phureous Exhalations up toward the Sky, 
Kn| alas, they reach not Heaven , nor dil- 
wii} compoſe the Spheres ; bur all the Storms and 
&-| Thunders they produce fall on that Globe 
bd | they came from, .and there do all their mit- 
Dy. | chief: So, the wicked may wrong God indeed, 
ng} yet do they really harm but themſelyes by 
be all their greateſt ſins, which trouble Him 
an | chiefly, bur becauſe they neceſſitate him to 
at | puniſh them ; for the Tranſgreſſions that 5 


© 
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Job. 22+ 


2, 3». 


Plal. 16. 2. 


perfect > Congruouſly ro which ſence tlic 


| Seraphick Love. 
moſt Provoke God do him not the leaf 
Harm. An impious perſon may (as Elih 
lately inform'd us ) hurt a Man as himfelfi 
not that Supremely Bleſſed Deity ; the Re 
ſult of whole Infinite PerfeCtions is a reſem- 
bling Happineſs, which is as inſeparabk 
from Him as his Eſſence. Our Offences may 
derogate from his Acceſſional Glory, not 


from his Effential Felicity ; or rather, the| 
moſt defpcrate Sinners by their greateſt 


Crimes, can but change the Attribute they 
ſhould bringHonour to, and bur oppoſe the 
Glorifying of his Goodneſs to occaſion the 
Glorifying of his Juſtice ; ſince he will be i 
fallibly Glorify'd foon or late, either by 
Men's Actions, or their Sufferings ; by their 
Practice of Duties, or Puniſhment for 5in, 
Thus you ſee how little God is beholden' to 
you for your Declining Hell : Nor will the 
ſcore be very much increas'd by your Addrel- 
ſes and Attempts for Heaven. Can a Maz (lays 
Eliphaz) be profitable unto God, as he that is 
nil. may be profitable unto himſelf 2 Is it at 
pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art righteous? 
or is it gain unto him that thou makeſt thy ways 


Plalmiſt ſays, My Goodneſs extendeth not ta 
Thee; The fire that we kindle on God's 
Altars, heats and enlightens us, but warms 
| not 


mn 
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Seraphich Love. 


not Heaven art. fo diſtant a remove, nor is 
wanted in- the Sun's Refidence. We have 
2} che Redolenteof the Perfames and Incenſe 
we burn upon his Altars, the Smoak doth 
vanith ere it can reach the Sky, and whil'ft 
ris undiſpers'd, but Clouds, and bur obfcures 
it. Alas, our beſt performances are as uſelefs 
Services to God, as the Heir's bringing Wax 
to his departing Father, is to him, which 
adds not any thing to the Rich Man's Store, 
and-is by him delir'd and accepted, only to 
Seal away a Fortune to his Son. Though 
therefore it be true, that God is pleas'd with 
our- performances, yet is that welcome he 
vouchſafes to give them, fo far from enabling 
us by them to -requite his Love, thar it in- 


| creaſes the unrequitedneſs. of it; fince he is 


delighted with them as rhey afford him juſt 
rites to: reward them. How far from Mer- 
cenary is then God's Bounty ! fince he ac- 
cepts our acknowledgments of his former 
Bieffings, ( chiefly ) ro make them oppor- 
tunities of conferring freſh ones; as good 


old Iſaac defir'd his Son's Veniſon, that fromG:n. 27.4 


the reliſhing of chart ſavory Mear he might 
take an opportunity to Bleſs him. 
And the better to diſcover how difin- 


terre(s'd God's: Favours arc, let us further 
conſider, how: little they are requitable ; 


for 


P 


ents of Silver, Eighteen thouſand of Braſs, | 
and an Hundred thouſand of Iron, (a Trea-\ 
{ure, of which I {ſcarce remember to have: 


jefty ; for all that is in Heaven and in Earth 1s. 


Seraphick Love.” 


for we can give him nothing but hjs awn, 
(nor, Heaven knows, all that neither; ) and 


both the Will and Power to {erve him are: 
His, upon ſo juſt and many ſcores, that ez} 
are unable to Retribute, unleſs we do reſtore; 


and all the Duties we can pay our Maker, 


are leſs properly Requitals than Reſtituti- 
ons. When David and his Offfeers had; 


offer d towards the Structure of that Mag- 


nificent Temple , which they ſeem'd ambi-, 
tious to make a Manſion inferior to Hea-; 
ven only ; the King himſelf gave Three-| 
thouſand Talents of Gold, . and Seven of- 
refin'd Silyer, and the heads of the People, 
Fire thouſand Talents ( beſides 'Ten thou-: 


{and Drachms ) of Gold, Ten thouſand Ta- 


read the like in any Hiſtory ) beſides a num- 
ber of all manner of precious ſtones, capable 


of impoveriſhing the very /ndies: they per-! 


fum'd thisnoble and uncquall'd Offering with 
a ſolemn Confeſſion, which perhaps in God's 
eſteem was much more precious than it : 7hint 


IH 3Chron. O Lord, (ſays the Royal Prophet in the 


WH 29.11, 16. 
i vt 


name of all) 7s the greatneſs, and the power , 
and the glory, and the widtory, and the mir 


thine, 


and 


_ Seraphick Love. 


thine.  Thine # the Kingdom, O: Lord, and 


thou art exalted. as head above all, Both Ri- 


| ches and Honour come of thee, and thou reigneft 
| over all. And inthine hand is power and might, 


and in thine hand it is to make _-_ and to 


give ſtrength unto all, Now 


—_— our 
God, we thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
Name. But who am 1, ana what is my people, 
that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
this ſort 2 for all things come of thee, and of 


thine own have we given thee, For we aye ſtran- 


 gers before thee, and ſojurners, as were all our Fa- 


thers, Our days on Earth are as a ſhadow, and 
there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all this ſtore 
that we have prepared to build thee an Houſe for 
thy Holy Name, cometh of thine hand, and is 


all thine own. Who, (ſays the Apoſtle) in a rom. +1. 
Queſtion that imports its own Negative ) 3 35 


hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompen- 
ſed to him again? For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things. Nay, even our 


'| Love it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and 


Exchequer , that doth pay all his Debts 
by ſupplying him with the prerogative 
to Coin his deſires and wiſhes of an ar- 
bitrary value) is here unable to diſcharge 
our Debts: our Love being too much the et- 
fet, to be capable of being the recom- 


pence of Gods. And ſurely, rhe Divine 
| Amorilt 


9% 


. Joh. +  Amoriſt, had cauſe to fay, that herein} 


1 Joh. 4. 
I'9, 


, 


Seraphick Love. 


the love, not that we loved God,'but that hy lþ 
wed us, And as the fame Apoſtle etſewher 
{peaks,we love him, becanſe tre firſt loved ns. If, iy 
effect, we look upon the unworthy conteſ, 
berwixt God's Mercies, and molt Mens tv 
gratitude, and but refle&t upon the ſmall we 
turn of Love that the greateſt disburſement 
of His do uſually bring home; we cannot 
bur acknowledge,(asDavidin the lately men 
tion'd Scripture did ) that our loving Gol 
for his Favours, is one of the greateſt Favout 
that we love him for. So unrequitable | 
God's Love, and ſo inſolvent are we, that 
that Love valtly improves the benefit, by 
which alone we might have pretended to 
ſome ability *of Retribution. And ſo unlb 
mited 1s this imporence of ours to recoti* 
pence or repay God's dilection, that it & 
tends to, and ferters our very. wiſhes. Fot 
God enjoys an atituence of Felicity, fo perkedt 
and entixe, that even our wiſhes can air 
at nothing for him worthy of him, ut 
lels inſtructed by what he already act 
ally poſſeſſes ; And the Senſe of this ſame 
very Impotence, to fome of the greateſt 
proiicients in Seraphick Love, appears not 
the leaſc uneatte property of it. 1t grieves 
us fcnſibly, to tee our ſelves reduc'd to hr. 

ony 


edn 


Seraphicz Love. 


only Paiſive, and the Receivers in this 
Commerce. We would fain contribute {ome- 


thing, and cannot always refrain from de- 


voting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his Happi- 
nels, to whom we owe all ours. And ſome 


| holy Perſons ( particularly St. Auſtin) have, 


«pai 


by the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
Devotion, been tranſported to make Wiſhes, 
and uſe Expreſſions, wherein their AtiteGi- 
ons had a greater ſhare than their Reaſon, 


and which argued them much better to a 


prehend, How much God delery'd of them, 
than How little he needed them. Bur, u 
on ſecond Thoughts, we 1hall find, that the 
Caufe of our Grief ought to turn it into 
our Joy, ſince the Delires we would frame, 
aiming at God's being infinitely happy, are 
all Fulfilled before they are conceived, and 
that in the moſt Advantageous and No- 
bleſt way : For, could God's happineſs ad- 
mit Acceſſion by our accomplith'd Withes, 
there were then a poſſibility of his Wanting 
lomething to render it Compleat. And 
ſure, 'tis a more Supreme felicity ro be by 
Nature tranſcendently above All encreaſe of 
Bleſſednefs, than to receive the Greateſt 
that Men can Wiſh. | 
To proceed now to the Conſtancy 
God's Love : we cannot entertain of God 


any 


93 


of Sea, 19. 


any Apprehenſions, not alvogetlier Unijn 
thy of him, atid criminally Injurious to hing 
withour- believing,” Thar to think that 
can be inconſtanr, is ' as*great a Crime x 


is like his - Eſſence, immutably Ererni}, 
reaching from Everlaſting to c— 
preceded- the Nativity of Time, and'y 
{urvive its utmoſt Period, and Obſequig 
Job. r. 13. ZZaving loved his own which were in the worli 
he loved them unto the end, ſays the Evange 
liſt : And when St. James had told us, Tha 


Jam. 1. 17. every good gift and every perfect gift 1s fron 


Lights, he adds, (to compleat our Conſols 
tion) with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhe 
IN dow of turning, Of his own Will begat he uif 
i the word of truth. And, in effett, ſince Gol 
takes the Motives of his Love to us, from 
Himſelf, not from Us, the Unchangeablenels 
his Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that « 
his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. For 
Mal. 3.6. 7 ans the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye Son 
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everlaſting love. And what God once faid 

| ro the generous Foſuah, 1 will never leaut 
Joie 1-5: thee nor forſake thee, is by the Writer a 
tit 
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above, and cometh down from the Father 


of Jacob are not conſumed, ſays God by the 
laſt of. his Prophets: And in Feremah he 
tells his people, 7 have low'd thee with wlſ 


: 
f 
G 
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'rtwere a Miſery to find him ſo. His Low / 
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the Mebrews apply'd to Believers in general: Heb.:3: 5. 
calling of God ((ays the ſame Rom. 11. 


for the gifts 
Author elſewhere ) are without repentance.** 
Not do thoſe Croflies that feem due to his 
Anger deſtroy the Immurability of hisLove, 
fince even that Anger is an Effect of ir, 


—_— from a tatherly Imparience of 


3 = 


ccing a Spot unwip'd oft in the Face he 
loves too well to fee a Blemiſh in it; and 
from his Deſire to ſee his Child an Object 
fit for a larger Meaſure of his kindneſs : As 
when we beat the Duſt out of a Suir we 
fancy,we ſtrike nor our of Anger, but only 
to remove that which doth Sully it, and 
hinder us to take that Delight in it, which 
our fondneſs would be pleated with a juit 


Cauſe ro find. As many MS T love, T vevaike Rev. 3.10. 


and ' chaſten, (lays our Saviour.) And, 7 
know, Lord, (lays the Plalmiſt ) that thy 5" 
Tudgments are right, and that thou in faith- 
fulneſs haſt afflicted me, The Furnace of 
Attliction being meaat but to Refiae us 
from our Earthly drotiinels, and Sofren us 
for the Impreflion of God's own Stamp and 
Image, 'The great and merciful Architect 


of his Church, ( whom not only the Phi- 


loſophers have 1tyl'd, bur the Scripture ir 


elf calls T9 lms, an ' Artiſt or Artificer) H:>.11.10 


employs not on us the Hammer and the 
a H CHIzei, 


- living Stones, as may both Grace and; 


Seraphick Love. 


Chizel, with an intent to Wound or May: 
gle us, but only to Square and Faſhiog| 


our hard and ſtubborn Hearts into ſuch| 


Strengthen his heavenly Strufture. Nor 
God only thus Conſtant to his Love, bury; 
his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties an 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as: thei 
Minds,and more certainly in theFormer; be! 
cauſe;though Caſualties ſhould. ſpare themy 
Age brings in a Neceſlity of a Change,nayj| 
a Decay; leaving our Doaters upon Rall] 
and White inceſlantly perplex'd, by thei» t, 
certainty both of rhe Continuance of their] y 
Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting off y 
her Beauty,(both which are.neceſfary to tha n 
Amorift's Joys and Quiet) : for, ſometimes, þ, 
when the Miſtreſs's humour dorh not} 
change ſo Much, as to prove guilty of, thef fi 
faulc of Inconſtancy, her Face alrers Enougl|gy 
to make her Lovers with Inconftancy nvfis 
Faulr ; or, that the had commirred ir, thatÞ {6c 
her Fickleneſs might afford them rhe kw 
cuſe of Imitation or Reyenge : Bur, m Dean 
votion, we are equally fecure from bolifp 

theſe Dangers; Since God dorh not defiliy} 
from blefiing us with His Love, nor cealdthi 
ever from deſerving, the Heighth of OuiSſthe 
Nor ishe only conllant in making us _ hut 

| je 


| 
| 
| 
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ay} ies of his Love, bur alſo in bending and 
9} enclining us to make him the obje of out 
1ch ſtrongeſt affections; ſo thathe not only per- 
9d} fiſts in continuing to us both rhe offer and 
$] thevalue of hisLove, but perſeveresto give 
td] us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to 
a} us, and reflet it up to Him. The want of 
Wl fach a diſpoſition loſt Adam Paradiſe, and 
be] the fall'n Angels Heaven ; there'being to 
ems] the object, that muſt ſecure our Love, tuch 
wm Nature requiſite in reference to our affe- 
| co the World's Centre in relation to hea- 
het] ry Bodies; which, - they reach us, thar 
3 0] Magnetick Point has the double Faculty; 
the] not only to draw thirher, bur to keep there; 
ne} For fo Untoward and Croſs'd-grain'd are 
nv} We, in point of our own Good, and foun- 
"US fit to procure, and ready to deſert; out 
ugh own Felicity, that neither irs Excellency 
7 8} is a ſufficient Motive to carry our addrel- 
thath ſes ro it, nor its poſſeſſion a competent 
 Etye to intercept inus all defigns of Revolts 
 D&and Divorces : but we mult be uſed as 
polipeevith Children are, who,(on the one fide) 
elilfwhen their Mouths are out of tafte, and 
caleithey refuſe to take what is neceffary for 
uithers, muſt have it not only offer'd them, 
:UMÞur forc'd upon them, and be (as ir were ) 
jcas Lo: H 2 made 


Qions,as Philoſophers are pleas'd to aſcribe 
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made to receive tt ; and who (on the other| tl 
ſide) muſt be reſtrain'd from Gadding,when| Fe 
the beauty of they Manſions the live in cans] th 
not invite their ſtay ; bur they would glad} fo 
ly leave the proudeſt Palaces Archirecture by 
can beaſt, to run into the ſtreet and dabbk] G 
in the Kennel. All rheſe rhree propertig| 1$« 
of Divine Conſtaricy are nor ill ſhadow d-in| th: 
the operations of the Load-ſtone, (4 Mine| po 
ral, in which I have made too many Expe| i 
riments not to beby you allow'd ro maky pti 
{ome compariſons to it: ) For,firſt, it neve] an 
forlakes its Inclinations for the Steel : next] of 
being united to it; it retains ſo conſtant 
its attractive Qualities, that it gives nd ted 
the Needle any Motive of deſerting it{ tha 
and Thirdly, ir doth never rightly roud his 
the amorous Steel withour leaving an Inj at 
preſſion, which ever after diſpoſes it rof like 

Converlion to that Magnertick Poituy for 
which beſt fits ir ro receive freſh Influa ft, 

ces. To which ler me add this orher Re! 
{emblance, berwixt God's work on UW Gol 

and the Load-ſtones on rhe Iron, rhar of 

Kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, noth* 

advantage it ſelf by that Union, but YÞroc 

impart its virtue to what it draws. I 

tides, Ablence and Rivals, thoſe frequgB 4 

Ruiners of other Lovers happineſs, q&m 

| __ threat 
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threaten nothing. of formidable to yours. 
For, abſence (which {o divorces us from 
that which animares us, that Lovers do nor 
ſo improperly ſtile ic Death, if Death bz 
bur the Separation of Soul, and Body ) by 
God's Ubiquity we are ſecured from ; He 
isever preſent with us, or rather inus. You 
that not long ſince ſo highly valu'd rhe op- 
aties of converſing with your Miltriſs 
ſome few moments, {hall here find your 
7 ub improv 'd ta permiſſion, nay, 
14] 4 Invitation, of entertaining rhe Object 
i| of your Love at all rimes : No hour ren- 
l ders your viſits unſcaſonable, nor no length 
al Feciouss : He is rather welcom'ſt to God 
it) that comes to him ofteneſt, and ſtays with 
{ him longeſt. What favours were vouch- 
| af'd ro thar ancient Praphere(s, (who was 
of likewiſe one of the firſt Evangeliſts) who 
4 for man years departed not from the Tem- 
el ple, but road Ged with Faſtings and Prayzrs & 
W ugh and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
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hymns of Pant and Silas did not only 
x qdifturb or offend him they prais'd, bur 
- {procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring 
them miraculous and uncxpected liberty, 
ug 2 proof of the acceptablenels of their 
deer ing unſaſonabie Devotions. Wien 
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5 noch had walked with God as many years ag 
= theyearhasdays,God was ſo far from being 
importun'd or tir'd by that laſting aſfidui- 

ty, that vouchſafing him an unexampled 
exemption from death, he was -pleas'd bya 

new and nearer Cut to Heaven, to admit 

him to. a yet cloſer, more immediate, and 
moreundiſtratedCommunion with himſelf. 

And when Moſes had ſpent no leſs than 

Exol. 34. forty days, and forty nights in converling (if 
* T may uſeſo Familiar aterm) with God in 
the Mount, he brought down thence, 1n- 

ſtead of aPenancefor his importunityſo fig- 

nal and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pe 

culiar Favour, that his dazled Country-men 

were as much diſabled, as invited, to gaze 

on an objet of ſo much wonder. And 

then, how proud do we {ee matyy Lovers 

of their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows of 

them for whom they are endured 2 Burn 
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaſt good 

wiſh, or privateſt ſuffering, nay, not a 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer Thought, that 
{ilently Groans or Aſpires in the Amor 

rous Soul, but he both ſees and hears, 
*%'.55-8. that puts his Servants tegrs into his Bottle, 
Sweetning and Recompencing the greateſt 
misfortunes thot his Love occaſions, with 

fuch fapport and joys, as hinder us to fee! 
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them and make them deſerve a contrar 


name. Each amorous Soul may ſay to God, _ 
with David,Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and +; * 
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my uprifing, thow underſtandeſt my thoughts afar 
off, thou compaſſeſt my path, and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. And 
Chrift alſo himſelf has ſo attentive an Eye 
upon the amorous Soul, that he is held 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ruler 


of the Church of Smyrna, 7 know thy works, Rev.2.42 g. 


and tribulation, and mn And ſaying to 
the Angel of the Church of Pergamus, know 
thy works, and where thou dwelleſt, evenwhere ye. 
Satan's ſeat is, and thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
and haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful Martyr, who 
was ſlain among you, where Satan awclleth.” So 
that no endearing Circumſtance of our Love 
ſcapes unobſery'd by Him, who has Done 
and Suffer d ſo much ro engage us to it. 
God remembers not our Endeavours to 
ſerve Him, the leſs, for Our having forgot- 


ten them. When ſaw we thee any way dli- Marh.25. 


ſtreſſed, and relieved thee > will be the Queſti- * Tm 


on of thoſe to whom Heaven it ſelf will 
be-ar the laſt Day awarded, as having 
Miniſtred to their Redeemer. Thoſe, that 


in Degenerate times, fuch as ours, Linda- 
"mor, did, like Lot in Sodow, mourn for 
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- Their Sins, that mourned not for their 
Own, and condol'd among themſelves the 
{preading Wickedneſs of the times they 
. hv'd\'in; - though probably the Dangers | 
threatned them by the very Sinfulneſs they 
deplord, made them affect ſuch Privacies 
in their Conferences, as freed them from 
rhe rhoughts of being Over-heard; yet the 
Scripture informs us (and "tis a Comforra- 
ble as well as Memorable Paſlage ) thar- 
Mai. 3.16. the Lord hearkned and heard it, and a Book of 
r= remembrance was written before him, for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thought pon his 
Name, Then ſhall he retura, and difcern betwixt 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth hims not. I 
k ow,{ays Chriſt, (not only to the Angel of 


» 


I'Ol 


Rev. & 9” | (rt 
10. © Smyr4, but to cach true Suffercr for him) 


thy works, and tribulation, and wy : Bear 
none of theſe things that thon ſhalt ſuffer. Be 
thou faithful unto Death, and I will give tixe 
a Crown of Life, God is often pleas to ac 


2 
6, 


= 
t] 


cept thote good Thoughts and Intentions 
of his Servants, which never arrive at au- 
al Performances, Though David built not 
the Temple he dclign'd, yet his Son, that 
dd it, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, 


h:on. Foraſmuch &s it was in thine hart to build an 


Horſe for my Name, Then graft wel in that 
5 2 _— Wh FA 3 be Lu b FR. z + bo 
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it was in thine heart, ec. And *tis the Epi- 


'thet our Saviour gives God, Tour Fat 


which ſceth in ſecret ,&c, Nor need we fear our 


 'Rivals ſhould ſupplant us, ſince we can 


have none in Devotion, whole,Praycrand 
endeavour it is not,thatGod would loveus 
more. For his Love to you being ( as the 
cluefeſt merit) the ſtrongeſt Motive and Ti- 
tle unto theirs, rhey cannor bur wiſh him 


| well whom God doth love ſo; and cannor 


wiſh him better, than by imploring for him 


freſh Additions, þoth * thar love of God, 
and grateful diſpoſitions to rernrn ir. Our 
Saviour aſſures us, that there is Foy in the pre- Lak 157, 


ſence of the Angels of God over - Sinner that 


repenteth.And the ſole Hymn(except a Viſt Luka, *_ 


onary one) I find recorded of the Celeſtial * 
Ire, was ſung for a Bleſſing to Mankind, 
wherein (for ought Tknow) their Loye and 


Sympathy alone concern'd them : For anto Ul 5.6 


ws (Men) the Child is born, and unto us the 


Son is given. Who took not upon him the nature Hed. 2.16. 
of Angels, but the ſerd of Abraham. So Noble 
and 1o diſintereis'd doth Divine Love 


make Ours, thar there is norhing, beſides 


The Object of that Love , that' we love 
more than 'our Concurrents in it , per- 
chance our of 2 Gratitude to their aſliſti g 


þ3, to Pay 2 a Deb (of Love and Praiſe ) 


for 
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for which (alas! ) we find our ſingle ſelyes | 
bur too Inſolyenr. ef 

5:3. 17, Perhaps 1 need not mind you, Lindamey, 
that divers paſlages of the fore-going Dif- 
courſe, ſuppoſe the Truth of their Dodtrine, | 
who aſcribe ro God, in relation to every 
Man, an Eternal, Unchangeable and Iricon- 
ditionate Decree of EleQtion,or Reprobati- 
on. Yet concerning the Controverſies be- 
ewixt the Calviniſts and the Remonſtrants a- 
bout Prezdeſtination, and the coherent Do- 
Arines, it were improper to give you here 
my ſence. Thoſe that are truly Pious of ci- 
ther Party,are, perhaps, otherwiſe look'd on 
by God ar by one another,as contending, 
which of God's Attributes ſhould be molt 
reſpected; the one ſeeming to affirm irreſpe- 
Qtive Decrees,to magnifie his Goodnels; 
and the other to deny them but to ſecure 
the credit of his Juſtice. And even in 
Honouring the ſame Attribute, his Good- 
nefs, theſe Adverſaries ſeem Rivals, the one 
party ſuppoſing it beſt celebrated by belic- 
ving it ſo 'rreſiltible that to whom ſ{oever 


tisintended, he cannot but be happy ; and Y | 


th'other thinking it moſt extoll'd by be- 
ing beliey'd ſo Univerſal, thar it will make 
every Man happy, if he pleaſes: The one 
Party eleting to Honour Frec-grace, ' by 

aſſigning 
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 afſigningit (as ro Men) an unlimitedly vaſt 


extent ; asthe other does,by aſcribing it an 
infallibly victorious degree. Bur thongh my 
haſte, and the nature of my Theme make 
me decline the Controverſies abour Przde- 
ſtination ; yet ſincetheDoQtrine that main- 
tains it, is not only'by almoſt all the reſt 
of Mankind,burby the reſt of theProteſtanr: 
Churches themſelves, ( the Lutherans, and 
divers Learn'd Divines of the Church-of 
England) notonly rejedted, bur detefted as 
little leſs than Blaſphemous, (as indeed rhey 
that judge it an error, cannot bur 'be tempt- 
ed to think it a dangerous one, and of ve- 
ry pernicious conſequence, ſo far forth as 
irs Sequels are permitted to have influence 
on Men's Practice) I think at not amils to 
Advertiſe you, that the Doctrine of Prxde- 
ſtination is not neceſſary to juſtify the 
Freeneſs and the Gramels of God's Love. 
For ſo conſpicuous and refulgent a Truth 
is that of God's being the Author of Man's 
Felicity, that the diſpute betwixt the Cat- 
viniſts and Arminians is not ſo much con» 


 cerning the Thing, as concerning the mane 


ner of its being proffer'd; the former at- 
firming Grace to be irreſiſtibly preſented; 
the latter, though they deny it to be ir- 
rejetable, yer granting, not only thar itis 
* 6pek et yes” 7" 
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alrogether free and undeſerv'd, hur alſo, 
that the proffer is made both with a Pow- | 
_ er enabling thoſe ro whom 'tis tender'd, to 
2ccept it, and with ſuch engaging invita- 
tions, that Man art his firſt Converlion need 
contribute nothing to his Felicity, bur-the ' 
not-wilfully refuſing it,and may more pro- 
perly be ſaid to owe it unto God, than the | 
Beggar to owe his Alms to his Reliever, | 

though he open his hand toreceive ir, which 

he might havedeclin'd to do, if he would 
have wilfully courted his own prejudice. | 
| Chriſt paid « Rexſom to Redeem ws, "ris. truc, | 

2 Pet.2.1. and he 1s threfore call'd Zhe Lordthat bought 
#5: burit was God's free Goodneſs, both to | 
proyide us Thar Chriſt, and to accept of | 
Thar Ranſom, neither of which he was ob- 
lig'd ro do, and therefore the Scri a= 
ſcribes it not tothe Juſlice,bur ro the Love 
J.h. 3. 16. of God to the world, that He ſent his only be- 
otten Son to redeem it > and St.Paxlinthelame 
Rom.z. Texttells us both, that We are juſtify'd, 
+ Jy w are ane freely by bisGrace,and yet 
that it is, Ne ws Snaulgwows through the Rt: 
demption , ( purchasd for a Ranſom; 
rhe Original Word Engliſh'd RpPcogrione 
relating to the price paid for the Redeem- 
ing of Captives) that is is Feſws Chriſt, 
Tisconkft.on all hands, 3has Meri aw 
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> | be diſclaim'd, and thoſe thar ſeem to ex- 


pet ſomething from God as a due, ac- 
knowledge, that if his promiſe did nor, 
their actions could not make it ſo; and thar 
'tis to his Mercy they owe the Righr they 


| have toconfide in his Jutlice. St. Paxl, who 


having fought the good Fight, finiſh'd his courſe, 2 Tim. + 


: | andhept the Faith, expetted a Crows of Righs " *** 


tronſneſs from the Lord, under the Notion 
of the Righteous Fade ; yer tells us, that 
by Grace we are ſaved, through faith, and that xyb. 2.x. 
not of our ſelves, it is the jr of 'God. Whole 
Promiſes now they are made us, allow us 
indeed to expeCt Heaven from his Juſtice ; 
bur the making us thoſe great and precious pro- 
miſes, (as St. Peter jultly ſtiles them) muſt > per. 1.4. 
be acknowledg'd the pure Effect of his free 
and undeſervedGoodneſs; which to believe In- 
finite, we need bur conſtder the difpro- 
portion betwixt fuch a Recompence as E- 
ternal Glory, and the lealt imperfect per- 
tormances of' ours; which though they 
needed not pardon, could not ar leait 
challenge any reward from him, who 
as our Creator, has fuch a Right to exact 
#f us what ſervices he pleaſes , withour 
propoſing us any Recompence, that our 
exacteſt obedience ro all his Commands, 
would yet leave us to confeſs our telves 
enprofitalle 


L.O8 
Lak 17. 
IO 


* Dſpecial- 
ty 
Chap. 17. 
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unprofitable ſervants who have done but what 


it WAS. our Duty fo ao:; and what if we had 
not done, we had giver: God, who had 
the Power, tne Right, and Provocation to 
puniſh us. And indeed,ſo conſcious are men 
generally (if not naturally ) to their be- 
ing beholding to  Ged for their Felicity, 
chat even thote that miſtake or oppole his 
way of doing them good, will yer beſure 
to find out ſome Notion or-other, under 


whichthey may conceive themſelves God's 


Debtors for his Bleſſings. That the more 
{ober ſort of Romiſh Catholicks themſelves; 
aſcribe not ſo much. to Meri, ( properly fo 
call'd ) nor ſo little ro God's Grace, as the 
more Quarrelſome Writers of their Party 


have given the more eager Diſputants of 


ours occafion to reproach them, were per- 
haps no difficult task ro manifeſt, if my 
haſte would give me leave. That the A4Armi: 
nians ownthe freeneſs and unmeritedneſs of 
God's Grace, the Remonſtrance * Confeſlt- 


on and- Apology are very careful to ſatisfie . 


the World. And even the Socinians, (how 
proſperouſly 1 determin not) are not ali 


tle, or uninduſtriouſly follicitous: to free - 


their erroneous Dodtrine of Juſtification 
from the objected guilt of its tendency to 
draw the Imbracers of it- to ge fo 

theif 
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| their own Nets, and thank themſelves | for Hab-:. 26. 
theix Felicity. Which brings into my mind 
2 paſſage thar I lately read in one of the 
chief -modera Upholders of that Sect, 
Schlishtingins.; who is wont, in my Opinion, 
where his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
28-Fairly and as Rationally as almoſt any 
Writer that I have mer with of his Perfua- 
fon; and who. labours to reconcile Socinms 
his Dodrine with the Freeneſs of God's 
Grace, by Conſiderations, which, not to 
Injuxe him, I ſhall preſent you with in his 
own words—— 4d retundendam vero ((ays 
he, diſputing again{t the Learned Meiſner) 
urrogantiams juſt ificatorum, 7 ue. dicant ſe me- 
ruiſſe Gratians, non eſt meceſſe, ſeruum in homi- 
ue arbitrium inducere; non debet virtus tolli ut. 
tllatur arrogantia. . Sufficit, 1. (uod nec velle 
wee perſicere poſſint, niſi Dous & voluntatem- 
txcitet & Vires augeat. 2. (uod ea, que divi- 
Ws adjuti wviribas facinnt; nullo modo dignitati 
&- pretio divine gratie reſpondent, ſed in» 
| finito, 3ntervallo. ab ea abſint.. Nay, thoughy 
[the Modern and Degenerate Jews. be, up- 
on the Score of. being-the great Patrons of 
Man's Fees will, net gaullely eſteem'd the 
great, Oppugners of God's Free ©; 
yet both from their Famous Raby and 
my Learned. Acquaintance, Menaſſeh, Ben. 
Iſracl, 
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If-azl, and from divers orhets of their moſt 


eminent Writers, has the truth ſomerimes 


extorted Confeſſions, which, though made' 


upon Erroneous grounds were not very far 
ſhorr of Orthodox. To which purpoſe Ir6 


member, that a Jewiſh Profeſſor of Hebrew, 
(who aſſiſted me in my Studies of that 
myſterious Tongue) being, as the reſt of his 


Nation, an eager and peremptory Chams 
pion of Free will, conbelyd, that ren that 
Liberty,which to us ſeems leaſt ro TIndebt 
men to their Creator, did tranſcendently 
Oblige him unto God. For, one Day that 
we were privately and freely diſcourſing 
rogerher of matters of Religion,he told me, 
he thought Men ow'd more to Gods Good- 
neſs, than the very Angels do. For,ſaid he, 
whereas God, without any good Work of 
rheirs, bur purely out of his Goodnels, 
conferr'd on them that bleſt Condition rhey 
enjoy; by giving Man a Free-will, by the 
good Ute of which he may Glorifie his 
Maker ; when, by Abuſing it, *tis in'his 
power to Diſhonour him, he allows Man 
that higheſt Satisfaion and Priviledge, 
of Co-operating to his own Felicity. - 


And now, Lindamor, we are arrived at 
the laſt Praperey: which qualifies God; 


the fitreſt O for our Love, which is; 


thc 
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the Advantageonſneſs of his to us both in the 
preſentand the furure Life. And Firſt, even 
in this World we owe God no leſs than all 
the Goods we potlels. We owe him both 
what we have, and that we are: For we 


IIL 


may fay truly of God with the Plalmiſt,  ,,, __ 


i he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves. verl.3. 


And we were not only in his hands, ſo like 


Clay inthe Patter's, that he might have made !&- 5+. 


us any thing; but we were ſo purely 
that Negative, from whence we were ex- 
tracted, that He (if he had pleaſed) for 
ever might have left us to our firſt nothing. 
His Love is. the firſt Original and Foun- 
tain-bleſſing ; all the reſt are but as Pipes 
( and Inſtruments ) to convey, and ſerve 
but to hand it to us. Your Wit wins 
you applauſe, Your Indultry heaps you 
up Treaſures; be it granted. Burt who 
gave you that Wit? and did both Give 
and Proſper that boaſted Induſtry > Cer- 
tainly, God as much gives all the 
Goods we poſleſs, as he that gives a 
Begger a thouland pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Mear, and all rhe bravery 
it helps him to. But beſides thele more 
obyious Preſents of God's Bounty, we 
enjoy other effects of his Goodnels , 


- | Which, though by the Cultomarinels of 


[1 their 
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their being polleſſed, they prove leſs Con- 


{picuous than the other, yet grow no leſs 
priz'd, when - the want or loſs of them 


makes us lenlible of the true value of them. | 


Had I the leiſure, Lindamer, to lead your 
thoughts with me to the Gallies, and 
jhew you there thoſe wretched Captives, 
that are chain'd to the Oars they tug ar, 
and though expos'd to all the Mieries 
and Bardihips of a tempeſtuous Sea, have 
oftentimes cauſe given them, by their bar- 
barous uſage aſhore, to fear the Ocean 
leſs than any Port, ſave Death. Could I 


draw from you the Curtains of ſick and 


dying Men, and open to you that fad 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh away 
by diltempers, that deprive them of all 
Joys, Advantages, and (what is more con- 
{iderable ) Ules of Life, before they ealc 
them of Life it (elf ; Others breath rather 
than live, perpetually tormented . either 
with their Diteaſes or Phyſick. to pro- 
tract a wretched life, upon terms that 
turn it into a trouble : And others ſtrugling 
with the rude pangs of death, are ye 
perchance lets tormented by them, than 
by the {ad /proſpect of their former lite, 
and the remembrance of thoſe criminal 


pleaſures, which yet is perhaps leſs mY 
£7018 
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one enjoyd them. Should 1, Lindamer, bring 
| you into Hoſpitals, and thew you there 
the various thapes of Humane Miſery, and 
| how many Souls, nartowly lodg'd, (if 1 
| may ſo ſpeak) in Synecdochical Bodies, 
| ſee their earthen Cottages moulder away 
» | to Duſt; rhoſe miſerable perſons by the 
> | lofs of one Limb after another, ſurviving 
- | bur part of themſelves, and tiving to fee 
themſelves dead and buried by peace-meal. 
Should I, to diſpatch, Lindamor, ſhew you 
all the ſeveral Companies of Mourners; 
| that almoſt make up Mankind, and diſ- 
clole to you how copious ſhowrs of Tears 
do almoſt every where water (not to ſay 
overflow ) this vale of Miſeries ; you 
would perchance ſee cauſe to think, that 
Gods privative (if I may ſo ſpeak) may 
contend with his poſitive Favours; and 
that you owe little leſs for what you are 
nor, than for what you are, to that diſ- 
criminating Mercy of his, to which a- 
| lone you owe your exemption from Mt- 
leries; as great as the Bletling it con- 
a |fers on you : . For, Who maketh thee to 
Wfer 2 is a queſtion that may be as well 
askt in reference to our External; as 
to our Spiritual condition. Which in- 
an. i 3 V15es 


them that they muſt HOW forego, thay that they 
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vites me to mind you, Lindamer, that you 
are-yet more engag'd to God's love for 
protecting you from thoſe groſs Vices that 
disfigure molt Mens minds, than from 
thoſe leſs dangerous, though more reſent- 
ed diſcaſes that diſtemper their bodies. 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, and 
even that vainConverſation which youngGen» 
tlemen are generally pleas'd to think ſoin- 
nocent, are really more formidable and per- 
nicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than thoſe 
that reduce men to take Phylick, or thruſt 
them into Hoſpitals. To evince the truth 


_ of which Paradox, I hope I fhall nor need 


to mind you of judging of the dangerouts 
neſs of Diſcaſes by the Nobleneſs of that 
part afiected, fince I can tell you, that 
he rhat cannot err, ſeems daily to juſtific 
our Aſſertion, by inflicting fickneſs and 
the ſharpeſt outward Calamitics on his 
own deare{t Chiidren, ro preſerve them 
from the contagion of bin, or cure them 


of the unflial Habitudes of ir. And|þ 


therefore, fince, when we ſee a tender 
Mother apply a painful Cauſtick to rhe 
neck of her Favourite-Infant, rhreatned 
by the Appolexy, we ſcruple not to 


conclude, thar ſhe thinks the trouble of| 


an Iffue, an Evil inferior ro the Convult 
ſion 


cot 


| by 
go, 
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fion Fir, So when we ſee our Heavenly 
Father ſend Infirmities and Croſſes to re- 

ſcue thoſe he loves, from the Contagion or 
Dominian of Sin ; we may fafely conclude, 

he thinks Affliction a leſs evil than Guilt, 

ſince he is too Wife and'Indulgent a Phy- 

| | ſitian ro Cure with a Remedy worſe than 

the Diſeaſe. ' In the eighth of Deuteronomy, 

there is a caution given rhe ſrazlites, lett 
Proſperity ( whichis wont to be a kind of 

* | Lethe, thar makes Men forger all bur 

| | their Enjoyments ) ſhould make any of 

t | them ſay in his Heart, My power, and the _—_— 
d | might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth. Page 
Þ | But ( ſaith my Text) they ſhall remember 

it | the Lord their God: for he it is that gi- 

t | p:th them power to get wealth. It is not 

Ee | the revolting {ſraelites only , of whole 

d | [pnorance, of his Bounty God ma 

8 | complain, as he did by the Prophet”, 

m | by whom he ſaid, 7 taught Ephraim to Hu; 
m|\go, taking them by thiir Arms , but they 

1d | bnew not that T healed them: And there 

& | are but roo many of whom he might ſay, 

he | as he did by the ſame Prophet ; For ſhe diet 9 1-.9 
cd not know that [7 gave her corn, and wine , 

t] and oil, and multiplyd her Silver and her 

of Gold, which they prepar d for Baal : Ther:- 

ul- fore will I return and take away my Corn 

10N I 3 Ns in 
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in the time thrreof, and my Wine in the ſcaſon 
thereef, and will recover my Wooll and my 
Flax given to cover her nakedneſs. And this 
will make way for the deſign I had to 
recommend the advantageouſneſs of God's 
Love by ſaying , That as for Spiritual 
Goods, he gives us in this Lite fo rich an 
earneſt of expected Joys, that even the 


earneſt is a ſtock large enough to: ſubſiſt / 


with Comfort on, and. really out-values 
ang tranſcends all thole momentary plea- 
{ures, it requires us to forlake, tro keep 
up a Title to Eternal Ones. Burt to par- 
ticularize God's Mercics to us in this ve- 
ry life, would certainly take up a conſt 


derable part of it, And yet the Love God 


bears -us-dies not with us, nor doth ( as 
Mens Afﬀedctjons ) either endure a Funeral 
in our Tombs, or {urvive only in a uſeleſs 
orief, ( or an eſteem as bootlels. ) No, 
God's love is ſo far from reſembling 'the 


uſual fort of Friends, who, when they:have 


accotmpanied us to the Grave,do there leave 


us; that , like the Angels that carried 
Lazaruss Soul to Abraham's boſom , its ' 


Officiouſncſs begins then moſt ro appear, 
when our dark Eyes ' are clos'd , and 1s 
then trueſt ro the beloved Soul ,; when 
the forſakes the Body ; giving each "= 
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ſed Saint caule to ſay of God, what Nao *«th2+0. 


mi did of Boaz, that He hath not left off his 
kindneſs to the living, and to the dead. Now, 
indeed ( {ays our Saviours Favorite ) are 
we the Sons of God, and it doth not 7 Apr 
pear what we ſhall le: But we know, when 
he ſhall appear, we fhall be like him. This 
Bleſt expeRance muſt be now my Theme, 
becauſe the narrow Limits , which my 
Deſign hath placd ro this Diſcourſe 
( of the Adyantages accruing from God's 
Love ) will leave no more room untaken 
up by Heaven. 


i Joh, 3 oC. 


Bur, Z1ndamor, before I proceed to let $8. ig. 


forth to you the Greatnels of rhe Felicity re- 
{ery'd for us in Heaven, it will, I fear, be 
requiſite tromind you of the lawfuineis of 
having an eye to it. For many, not unde- 


krvedly, applauded Preachers, have of late - 


been pleas'd to teach the People, that to 
hope for Heaven is a Mercenary,Legal,and 
therefore uniilial Atiction. Indeed, ro hope 
for Heaven as Wages for Work perform'd, 
or by way of Merit, in the proper -and 


{ſtrict Accepration of that term , were a 


preſumption, to which none of the -Di- 
vines, we diſlent from, can be too much 
an Enemy, nor perhaps more fo than I 


am. Bur to take in God's Bleſſings A - 
the 
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expedted there, are io far from being 
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the Motives of Loving God, is, but to 
do as he did , who ſaid, 7 love the Lord 
becauſe he hath heard my voice and ny ſuppli- 
cations ; and to look upon the joys of Hea- 
ven, to comfort and {upport us 1n the hard- 
ſhips and loſſes ro be undergone in our 
journey thitherward is, to imitate no worſe 
a Man than Moſes, of whom it is ſaid, that 
he eſteemed the — of Chriſt greater 
riches than the Treaſures in Agypt ; for he 
had reſpeet, or turn'd his Eye, ( «am&em ) 
unto the recompence of the reward. It is 
indeed, Lindamer, a happy Frame of 
Mind , to be able to love God purely for 
himſelf, without any Glance at our own 
Advantages. Bur though I darc not de- 
ny, thar it is poſſible to attain to ſo high 


and difintereſs'd a kind of Love, yet Ithink ' 


that that Excellency, {uppos'd to be vouch- 
faf'd to ſome Men, is not by the Scrip- 
ture exactea as a Duty from all Men. 
Were all the Recompence of Picty of a 
worldly Nature, and to be here receiv'd, 
the Actions invited to,by the Intuition of it, 
might paſs for Mercenary. Burt when 
Heaven is chiefly hoped for , as it will 
admit us unto the fruition of God him- 
ſcifin Chriſt, and that rhe other Joys 


of 
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of a ſenſual or aworldly Nature,. that 
they are known not to be atrainable, till 
by death, the Senſes and Bodies thet- 
ſelves, and all the merely animal Facul- 
ties be aboliſh'd , for a Heaven ſo conſi- 
derd, I {ay, to forego readily all the plea- 
ſures of the Senſes, and undergo cheerfully 
all the hardſhips and dangers that are wont 
to attend a Holy Life, 1s, Lindamor {ſuch 
a kind of Mercinarineſs, as none, but a 
Reſigned, Noble, and Believing Soul, is 
likely robe guilty of. If I thould ſay thar 
fear it felf, and even the fear of Hell, may 
be one juſtifiable Motive of Mens actions, 
though I ſhould propoſe, what thoſe I am 
reaſoning with, would think a Paradox ; 
yer I ſhould perhaps, hold forth therein no 


fore fear, (ſays the Writer to the Hebrews ) 
leſt a promiſe being left us of emring into his 
reſt, any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
noleſs eminent an Herald of the Goſpel 
than St. Paul, who ſ{ucceisfully maintain'd 
the Evangelical againſt rhe-Legal Spirit, 
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| more than the Scripture does, Let ws there- Heb. 4. n; 


thus profeſſerh of himſelf, 7 keep under ' ©: 5: 


my body, and bring it wnto ſubjection, leſt ; 


by any means, when 1 have Preachd to 
others, 1 my ſelf ſrould be a caſt-ammay. 
And *twas nor to Siayes or - Hirelings, 
| that 
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that Chriſt direts this admonition, 7 ſay 
anto you , my Friends, Be not afraid of 
them that kill the Body, and after that 
have no more that they can ao: But I will 


forewarn you whom you ſhall fear , fear him, 


which after he hath kild, hath power to caſt 
into Hell; Tea, T ſay unto you, ( a gemina- 
tion, which the preſent controverhie ſhews 
not to have been cauſcleſs) fear him, 
Where the Paraphraſe given of God, is 
not barely deſcriptive but ratiocinative 
( to borrow thoſe terms of the Schools ) 
in warning us not only whom we thould, 
and ſhould not fear, but why we ſhould 
fear the one and not the other. As when 


- St. Paul (lays, 1 know whom 1 hawe 
. truffed, he means what manner of per- 


ſon, how faithful (as St. Peter el{ewhere calls 
God) and how omnipotent : whence immedi- 
ately he adds, 4nd [ am perſuaded that he is 
able to keep that which, I have committed unto 
him againſt that day. More Texts of the {ame 
Import might be added, if the Deſign of 
thoſe already alledg'd were other, than 
to Facilitate the admitiion of the more plau- 
ſible Truth we have been making out , 
and which to us ſeems very cleerly held 
forth in thoſe and the like Scriptures, 


which are therefore cited out of the 
New 
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New Teſtament, that they might have the 

greater Authority with one {ort of our An- 
tagoniſts 7 preſs toward the mark of the prize Phil. 3. 14. 
f the hich calling of God in Chriſt Feſws. 

Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments, Revaz14 
that they may have right to the Tree of Life, 

and may enter in threugh the Gates into the 

City. Laying up in ſtore for themſ:lves a good 1 Tim. 6. 
foundation againſt the time to come, that they '® 

may lay hold of eternal Life. To them, who by © 
patient” continuing in well-doing, ſ:ck for 

( (17807 ) Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 
Eternal Life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whole 

Love to God is queſtionleſs Filial and 
Unequalable, 'tis ſaid, Looking unto Fe- Rom.z.17. 
ſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, —— 
who, for the Foy that was fet before him, 
endured the Oy: _—_ the ſham:, and 

s ſet down at the right hand of the Throne 

ef God, Nor ſee I why it ſhould be Un- 

filial for a Child of God to further the 
Raiſing of thoſe Paſſions, which his hea- 


venly - Father intends to have rais'd in 


him, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 
tives that'God is pleas'd ro employ to 
excite them. And ſince the Scripture 
ſeems plainly to invite our hopes, by re- 
cording St. Pauls having ſaid, Every Mar | 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery s temperate, _ 


Seraphick Love. 
in all things; ' now they ds it to obtain a corrup- 
tible Crown, but we an incorruptitle. And by 
repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as ſay- 
ing in one place, Rejoyce, and be exceeding 


glad, for great us your Reward in Heaven: In 


another, Be thou faithful unto Death, and I 


wil give thee a Crown of Life. And in di- 


vers others ſpeaking to the like purpoſe; 
Since, I ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus to 
allure our hopes, would ir not be a kind 
of accuſing it of an aptneſs ta delude and 
en{nare us, to teach, that ir propoſcth to 
us the powerfulleſt  objets to incite our 
pailijons, if it be ſinful ro cherith and har- 
bor the paſſions naturally belonging to 
thoſe objects > and certainly, Lindamer, 
ſince God, who, as our Creator, knows 
the Frame and Conſtitution of Mans 


| Soul, incomparably better than he him- 


{elf, is pleas'd to deal with our Hopes and 
our Fears, to engage us to his ſervice: 
It very ill becomes us, either to quarrel 
with his Methods of working on our 
Spirits, or to reject any help which he 
has been pleas'd ro afford a Piery, which 
for ought ever I could obſerve, does 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtance 
enough to keep any help that can beiemy 
ployed ro promote it from being ſuper 
{tiriqus. 
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ſtitious. And truly, the animating or dif- 
couraging influence, that Hope,or the want 
of it, is wont to have upon our endeavors, 
makes me very apprehenſive, that ſince the 
enlivening hopes of Heaven are not able 
tw make moſt mens endeavours, other than 
very Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſup- 
porting hopes would foon weaken and de- 
creaſe our endeavours into none at all. 


But, Lindamer, though I may perhaps 5,2 :c, 


have taken ſome pains in ſtudying Con- 
troverſial Divinity, yet I take fo little 


pleaſure in writing of it, that though 


not only a ſeaſonable Duty to truth, bur 
a neceſſary one to the enſuing part of 
this Diſcourſe, have preſſed me ro ſerve 
in this Cauſe; yer I ihall perhaps obtain 
your pardon ſooner than my own, for 
having thus long ſuſpended the difcour- 
ling to you of the Advantageouſneſs of 
God's love to us, as it gives us here a 
Righr, and will hereafter give us admitit- 
on, to Heayen, Heaven, the bright Sear of 
to much happineſs, that we ſhall fcarce- 
ly count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 
is the feat of them. There the Excel- 
lency of the potlefled Goods ſhall as 
much diſappoint our expectations, as in 
other fruitions the emptineſs is wont to 


do. 
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do. The Apoſtle tells us, rhat Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred 
into the heart of Man, the things. which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. Such 
pure refin'd Delights not only ftoop not 
unto Senſe, but are ſublime enough even 
to tranſcend . imagination. When Fancy 
hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfecteit Ideas, 
that its abſtractions can make, of Blef- 
ſedne(s ; our own more happy experiences 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when we 
come to Heaven ; which is a ſoil, whoſe 
fruitfulneſs is {6 confin'd to Joy, that even 
our diſappointments and miſtakes ſhall 


there contribute ro our happineſs; . which | 


will fo much partake of his immenſity, 
whole Gift it is that you ſee the Apoltle 
gives it a Negative deſcription : and to 
create in us apprehenſions underogato- 
ry from what we ſhall poſſeſs, not only 
removes our thoughts from all we do err 
joy, but exalrs them above all that we 


can fancy. At which way of proceed- 


ing, that you may the leſs wonder, Lim 
damor, be pleaſed to conſider, that 1n 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall nor only be 
ratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 
objects, and conſequently our Capact 


ties 'of Happineſs, as well — 
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filld. A Child not yet releas'd out of 


the homely priſon of the Womb, cannor 
there poſlibly frame Ideas of thoſe de- 
lights, which will be attorded him by the 
pleaſing noiſes, and the glirtering objes 
that will preſent themſelves to him after 
his Birth. And the ſame Child whilſt he 
continues in his Nonage, though he may 
with Delights look upon Emblems finely 
drawn and painted, and may take ſome 
pleaſure in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 
zing GharaCters and Flouriſhes of a Greek 
and Hebrew Bible curiouſly Printed ; yet 
he cannot then imagine the pleaſure the 


fame objedts will atford him, when Age 


and Study ſhall have ripened and mn- 
{ſtructed his Intelletuals, and made him 
capable both of underſtanding and reliſh- 
ing the excellent Moralities, couch'd in 
thoſe ingenuous Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith/ 
that Divine Book, the Scripture, ( eſpeci- 
ally in its original Tongues ) does to an 
Intelligent and Religious Peruſer, appear 
repleniſh'd. Such a double advyantage, 
Lindamor, among others, the admiſſion 
into Heaven brings thoſe, to whom that 
Bleſſing is vouchtaf'd : For, beſides that 
{et of Objects, (if I may 1o ſpeak ) fo 

new 


126 


which by reaſon of our remotenels from 


ly in themſelves they are fo vaſt, that a 
leſs than the largeſt is by odds greater 
than the biggeſt object upon Earth, nay, 
'than the whole Earth it fclf And therefore 
as if F were to take -you with me to cotr 


Seraphick Love: ; 
new and ſo peculiar to Heaven, that their 
Ideas could never enter into Men's 
thoughts before their admiſſion there; 
beſides this, I ſay, our then-enlarg'd ca- 
pacities will enable us, even in objeds 
which were not altogether unknown to us 
before, to pR__ things formerly undif- 
cern'd, and derive thence both new and 
greater ſatisfaCtions and delights. Wonder 
not, Lindamor, that in mentioning the 
Joys of Heaven, I uſe the expreſſions 1 find 
lets detraftory from a Theme, as much 
above our Praiſes, as the Heaven they are 
enjoy'd in is above our Heads. For, 
though fuch expreſſions may ſeem ſome- 
what Tumid and Aſpiring, and fitter much 
for one that celebrates, than for one that 


but aſſerts : Yer cannot I ſcruple to uſe | 
ſeeming Hyperboles in the mention of | 


Felicities, which make the higheſt Hyper- 
boles bur ſeeming ones. For thole Joys, 
Lindamer, of Heaven, are like its Stars, 


them, appear extremely little, though rea 


template 
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template rhe. Planets, I would ſhew you 
them through ſuch a Teleſcope, as by a 
grcatning thoſe bright Objects in compas 
riſon of what to the tinaſſiſted Eye they ap- 
pear, doth ſomewhat leilen the difidvan- 
tage of Remoteneſs, and flhews them with 
lets detraction from their true Magnitude; 
ſo mentioning to you the Felicities of Hea= 
ven, I think it not unlawful or Improper 
to endeavour, by repreſentations, tranſcen- 
ding what they appear, to give you Noti- 
ons lefs inferior to what they are. 


I27 


In Heaven, then, we ſhall taſte haps $es. at: 


pineſs enough, to enable us to rectihie 
the definition of ir. We may there be 
inſtructed how ro Name and Rate all 
Goods by thoſe rhiat will Concentre ins 
to the Felicity we ſhall potleſs; which 


| thall be there rhade up of the Confluence; 


Perfetzon, and Perperuiry of all true Joys. 
For, Heaven will make 'us happy, not 
( as Philoſophy pretends to do) by the 
Confinement, but by the Fruition of out 
Deſires : which ſhall neither fail in the 
choice of their Obje&s, nor mils of rhe 
enjoytnent of them ; but be, both und- 
ringly Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh'd : 
In the former of which Properties, (as our 
then Rectifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 


H:b.12,23 


 bleis'd and familiar Converſation with | 
thoſe ſame glorious Spirits, whoſe Nature | 


when they Appear to us, doth ſcarce ſuffice 


Seraphick Love. 

we ſhall think our {elves happier (yet) thar! 
in the latter. We ſhall there reſemble the 
Saints we here Admire, and ſhall not onl 

See, and be like thoſe Pious Worthies, whoſe 
virtues Eclipfe theirs, which among the Hea- 
then Deift'd leſs deſerving Heroes; thoſe ex- 
cellent Perſons that did as well Ennoble as 
in(truct Mankind, giving us cauſe to Glo- 
ry, andto Bluſh that we are Men, and 
whole Stories have the unparalell'd Honor 
of being recorded by Infſpir'd Pens ; Thoſe 
Spirits, 1 ſay, of juſt Men made perfect, as the 
Scripture terms them, ſhall be our conſtant 
and familiar Company, into whole bleffed 
Society we ſhall not only be Welcome, but 
Encreaſe it. In Heaven, we ſhall have a 


doth inveſt them with ſuch a Luſtre, that 
all the Diſadvantage of their Diſguiles, 


to confine our Raptures to Reſpects below | 
Idolatry, and darken them into Objeds 
for our Wonder, not Adoration. There 
we hall ſee (a Sight worthy dying for) that 
Bleſſed Saviour, of whom the Scripture 


docs ſo much, and ſo excellently entertain | 


us, and who having done and {ufter'd fo 


much for vs, does ſo highly deſerve a - 


think even death it {elf 
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both upor the ſcore of his infinite perfeti- 
ons, and upon the account of his ineſtima- 
ble Benefits. Yes, there ſhall we lee thar 
Holy and Divine Perſon, who, when he 


I29 


youchſaf'd as his Fayorite-Diſciples ſpeaks) 'E:#'-«- 

to pitch his Tent among uw, and dwell with 7 © 
LETS Op 

Men on Earth, to fit them by his Merits jt. 1. 11, 


and Example to dwell with him in Heaven, 
did 1o admirably mix an awful Majeſty 
with an humble meekneſs, and the atſlum'd 
Infirmities of his human Nature, with the 
{eafonable Coruſcations of his Divine; and 
expreſs'd in his whole life, ſo perfect and 
exemplary a Virtue,and yet ſo much Sweer- 
nels and Gentleneſs rowards thoſe Aſpirers 
to it, that that were the moſt ſhort of it ; 


that the Jews themſelves could {ay of him, 
"Thar, Ze? had done all things well ; and his Mar.z. 37. 


yery Enemies, that were employed to ap- 
prehend him as a MalefaCtor, confeſs'd 
even to thoſe that ſent them to do {o, 


ſtles, who had moſt opportunity to pry 
narrowly into his Actions, and were of a 
condition and breeding very unlike fo in- 
fuſe into ' them Heroick Reſolutions, did, 


in ſpight of the frequent reproofs their 


failings extorted from him, and of the 
hardſhips that attetned his {ervice , 

in his Company, 
2 more 


| That, zever 114% ſpake like him. And his Apo- Joh. 7. 46, 
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more Eligible, than life led our of it; Let 
Joh.11.16. x45 alſo go that we may die with him ({ays even 
the diſtruſtful 7homas to his fellow Dilci- 
ples.) But, Lindamor, we ſhall there ſce the 
Phil. 2. 7. Son of God, not in that Form of a Servant, 
which he put on, that he might ſuffer for 
us, and exerciſe his Prieſtly and Prophetick 
Function here below; but in that Regal 
State and Condition, which belongs to him 
by Virtue of his Kingly Office; on whoſe 


{core he is ſtiled in the Scripture, Xing of | 


Rev.19.16. ines, and Lord of Lords, all Power or Au- 
Mat2515- thority being (as himſelfſpeaks) given him 
both in Heaven and in Earth. And now 
Nobly attended may we fuppoſe this Di- 
vine Monarch to be in his Exalted Condi- 
tion in Heaven,when in his ſtate of Humi- 
liation on Earth, whilſt he was in the Wik 
Mar.4- 13: d-ymeſs among the Wild Beaſts, the Angels ate 
recorded to have miniſtred unto him; and 
Luk.1, Whilſt he lay ſwayth'd in a homely Mar 
ger, the multitude of the Celeſtial Holt 


were heard to {olemnize his miraculous| fell 


Birth, according to that Paſſage of the Wrr 

*:c2, 1. c ter to the Hebrews, When he bringeth the firþ 
begotten into the World, (he faith) And let al 

-the Angels of God worſhip him | And yer ſuc 
conſiderable and noble Creatures, thoſk 


immaterial Intelligencers, called Angels| for 
art]. 
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are, that One of them in One night was * Fs 
zble to deſtroy above a hundred and four- * *” 
ſcore thouſand Men , in the blaſphemous 
Senacherib's impious Camp. And fo much 
Majeſty and Superiority, does their Nature 
give them, in reference even to the emi- 
nenteſt of Mortals, That, when the un- 
daunted Foſhua had boldly challeng'd one of 
them, that appcar'd to him in the likeneſs 
ofa Man,and demanded whom he was for 
when he knew him to be an Angel, (unleſs 
he ſuppos'd him to be that promis'd Meſ- 
fah, who is elſewhere calFd the Angel of the Ma'.3-1. 
Covenant, as it is in the Original, and in 
the ſame Text the Lord ) he alters his Ad- 
dreſs unto him in this ſubmiilive one, Vat Joth 5. 
ſaith my Lord unto his Servant? And even * * 
Wiſe and Holy Daniel himſelf, who was the 
econd Perſon of the World for Power, and 
the firſt for much nobler Attributes, Wiſ- 


dom, and Underſtanding, who ſaw ſo ma- 

ny Governors of vait Provinces, and Pro- 
kellors of admired Magick, inferior to him- 

ſelf; yet confeſſes ro the Angel, that ap- 
peard to him, that he was confounded 

and diſanimated at his Preſence, and adds, 

How can the Servant of this my Lord, talk Pan. to. 
with this my Lord? We may ſafely there- ; 
fore expect, that we ſhall then behold our 

; 0 3 Sa- 
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Saviour, not in thoſe difguifes which diſh- 


ur'd him in their Eyes, that only conf- 
der'd his Sufterings, bur in that triumphant 
Condition , wherewith they are now re- 
warded. "The Thorns of his now no 
more Gauling , but Adorning ) Crown 
will appear upon that Radiant Head of 
his, more Glorious, than thoſe of the 


Exod. 3.2. flaming Buſh, wherein God appear'd to 


Meſ-s. And we ſhall not ſee thar deſpica- 
ble Form, which made the Propher fay, 
perſonating the generality of the Jewih 


Ia. 53.2. Nation contemporary with the Meſſias (---- 


Ifa. 9. 6. 


Cant. 5. 
10, 


He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and when we 
ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that we ſhowld 
defire him. But we ſhall ſee himencompaſsd 
with ſo much Majeity, and ſhining withſo 


much of his Genuine Splendor and Beauty, | 


that wethall deſervedly citeem him Nephle, 
the Admiratle, And our raviſh'd Souls thall 


by the more attentive contemplation of 


him, but find more cauſe to imitate the 
Spouſe in Solomon's myltick Epithalaminm ; 
who having dwelt upon the Beaury of the 
{evcral parts that concurr'd to the accom- 
pliſhing of the Divine Bridegroom, ex- 
claims in an Epiphonema, very contrary to 
the expreſſion lately mentioned in rhe 
Prophet, Ze # altogether defires, or by an 


/ 


" Hcbraim 
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Hebraiſm, moſt d:firable, which our Eng- 
liſh renders, Ze i altogeth:r lovely. His 
Eyes will there appear as St. John repre- 
ſents them, of active Fire, and will intoR:»: 1-14. 
the willing Breatts of the raviſh'd Behol- 
ders, thoort Flames as Pure, as Holy, and - 
as deathleſs as thoſe Fathers of the Church, 
who beiiev'd not the Angels altogether In- 
corporeal, may be ſuppos'd to have con- 
ceived the Seraphims to conlilt of. Certain- 
ly , ſince ( as the Scripture informs us) 4 
never enired into the heart of man, what God has 
reſerud in Feaven for thoſe that love him; 

That Glory can be but imperfetly expreſs'd 
by the bare Epithet of Inconceivable, with 
which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 
rings and Obedience of that only begotren 
Son of his Love, for whoſeſake he is pleas'd 
to confer on ſo many thouſands of Men, 
unimaginable Glories. He that youchſafes Mal. 4.2. 
evn to many of his Servants a brightneſs 
like that of rhe Stars, will {ure communi- 22: 12-3- 
cate a more radiant Luſtre to the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, thac only Son of His, whom Hev.1 2,3. 
(to borrow inſpir'd expreſſions) he hath made 

Heir of all things , by whom s he made 

the Warlds : who being the brightn:ſs of his 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, .- 
and upholding all things by the word - of his 

yr K 4 power 
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Eph.i. 21- ppwer, when hz had by himſelf Fa; '4 our fing, 


$ef?. 19, 


Phil. 2. 7. 


ſate aown on the Gobs han 


of the Majeſty 
on high, far above all Principality and fri, 
azd Wicks and Dominion, and every name that 
is named. not only i in this world but in that which 
7s to com?, Thereby exalting him, not only 
above all Earthly Princes and Porentates, 
but even above the higheſt Orders of the 
Spirits of the Celeſtial Hierarchy. 

But apprehend not, Lindamor , that 
chis ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will 
make him deſpiſe the meaneſt of his 
Saints, or diſdain Communion with him. 
For, St. Paul aſſures us, That he was in 
the fem of God, when he vouchſaf'd to 
take upon him the form of a Servant, to 
make us free; and {ure,he that condeſcend- 
ed lo far, and {toop'd fo low, to invite 


* and bring us to Heaven, will nor refuſe 


Luk. 19. 
37, 38,41. 


us a Gracious Reception there. In the 
days of his Fleſh he was pleas'd to own 
Lazarns, evcn inthe diſhonors of the Grave, 
and vouchlaf'd him in that deſpicable 
condition the Glorious Titie of his Friend. 
And when he deſcended the Mount of 
Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the 
glad Mulitude , rhat ſang ZZoſanne's to 
him, and ſtrew'd his way withtheir Palms, 
their Velſtments and their Prailcs, could 

nor 
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not divert him from Deploring, even with 
Tears Fernſalem's approaching Fate; and ex- 
preliing in the midſt of his Triumphs a Con- 
cern, for the very worſt and ſtubborneſt of 
his Enemies. And,leſt it ſhould be thoughr, 
chat he was thus concern'd for worthicts 
Mortals, only whilſt he Shar'd and Felr 
the Miſcries of their Condition; give me 
leave to obſerye to you, Lindamer, that 
immediately after his ReſurreXtion, whilſt 
the Senſe of the ſudden and unexampled 
change of his Condition was freſh upon 
him, and the Remembrance of the Apoſtle's 
Ingratirude in deſerring him, almoſt as Re- 
cent; he ſticks not to give thoſe very Dif- 
ciples that forſook him, the glorious Title, 
(and that a more familiar one than we find 
him to have allow'd them on Earth) of hs Mar.:8.10 
Brethren ; and particularly ſhews himſelf Mar.1. 7. 
Solicitous for that Peter, who, in ſpighr of 
all thoſe empty boaſts; wherewith he nor 
only ſeem'd ro defie Death, but Chriſt's 
Prediction too, did nor only forlake his 


_ Maſter,but deny'd him. He can in Heaven 


be ſo concern'd for his diſtreſſed Members 
here on Earth, that not onlyhe can take 
notice of expiring Stephen, thorow that ag. 7. 
Cloud of fatal Stones thar batter'd down 
his Priſon : and can, when Sal was perſe- 
TO Ok cuting 
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cuting..the vulgar Chriſtian, cry out unto 
Ai.9. 5- him, Saxl,Saul,why perſecuteſt thou me > as if 
He, and thoſe that Love him, were but One: 
la the fe- But in the Meſſages he ſcnds to the Angels 
rhircd Or Governors of the ſeven Churches, he ſuf- 
enPI ficiently manifeſts, That ſingle Chriſtians 
Apea:ypr. may beas particularly in his Thoughts, as 
if they had no other Object : His Great- 
neſs will not make his Kindnels leſs fami- 
liar, but only more Obliging ; He diſdains 
_ not, even after his Aſcenſion, to ſay, Be- 
* * hold, 1 ſtand at the door and knock, if any man 
bear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will ſup with him, and he with me. 
Thar King, in the Parable, by whom him 
{elf is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelf to wel- 
come each Individual truſty Servant with 
PR 4 peculiar, Enge bone Serve ; And in ano- 
ther Parable he {cruples not to __—_ 

the great condeſcenſions and famili 


iarity, 
wherewith the Lord ſhall renumerate the 
faithful and watchful Servants, by telling 
Luk 12. his Diſciples, Bleſſed are _ Servants whom 
37- the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo watch- 
ing. Verily, I ſay unto you, that he ſhall 
gird himſelf, and will make them to fit down 
to meat, and will come forth to ſerve them. 
Ar which expreſſion, you will the leſs ad- 


mire, if you conſider, that beſides that it 15 
parabo- 


ſhort while, Ceand'n ) lower than the An- 
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parabolical,and probably hyperbolical, and 
therefore not to be taken ( as the French 
ſpeak, au pied ds la lettre) in a ſtrict fence : 
We find in the Evangelical Story, that our 
Saviour di{dain'd not to converie familiarly 
with Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
wath the Feet of his Ditciples : And ſince 
he condeſcended to{uch Familiarity to thoſe 
frail Mortals, ſo many of whom were apt 
to turn the favours of God into Wanton- 
nefs, we may the les admire his gracious 
condeſceniions to thoſe, the Sintelsnel(s of 
whole condition wil keep them from rurn- 


ing his vouchlafements into any thing, bur . 


occaſions of Joy and Gratitude. Marvel 
not, Lindamor, as at an impertinency, that 
F appear fo folicitous to poſlz{s you with 
high apprehenſions of the ſuper-eminenr 
Dignity and Feliciry of our exalted Savi- 
our; and that in the lofticlt and moſt mag- 
nificent expreflions, the Scripture afiords 
me, I have endeavoured to make out to 
you, that the bright Son of Righreouinels 
is now grown: uncapable of tuffering E- 
clipfes, bur ſhines with unclouded and une- 
qual'd Splendor ; and thar we ſhall in Hea- 
ven (as the Writer to the Hebrews fpea'cs) 


I3/ 


See Feſus, who was made a little ( or for a yo, 5. 


gels, 
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gels, for the ſuffering of Death, crown'd with 
Glory, and Honour. For it will make Heaven 
more Heaven to us, to find him reigning 
there, who hath ſufterd ſo much for us; 
and for whom, if we e&'er come thither, we 


ſhall have ſo much ſuffer'd. For, ſince our 


Love will, as the reſt of our ſurviving Gra- 
ces, be perfected and grow compleat in 
Heaven; the incfiable Happineſs of our 
dear Redeemer mult needs bring an encreaſe 
co ours, commenſurate to the Ardency of 
our Love for him, and we ſhall reliſh no 
Happineſs more than that ; which is there- 
fore ours, becauſe he is happy, and ſup- 
poles in him,whar it confers on us. Beſides 
that, Gnce the Regal Dignity ; wherein (as 
Mediator) he 1s Inſtated, may make us owe 
our Salvation to his Sentence, as well as 
to his Merits; Heaven it {elf will be in- 
eltimably endear'd to us, by our enjoying 
it upon his account. I need not tell you, 
whar a value Lovers are wont to {ſet uport 
the leaſt Favours that can be beſtowed 
on them by their Miſtreſſes, and that of- 
tentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Bracelet 
of Hair, or ſome {ſuch Trifle, that no- 
thing can make precious bur her preſcnt- 
ing it, is highlier valued by the tranſpor- 
red Lover, than the richeſt Preſents of 
Nature, or of Fortune. How great a 
Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing mult it then be, Lindamor, to owe 

Joys that need notendearing Circumſtances 

to merit the name of Happineſs, to a Per- 

ſon ſo. belov'd, that even Heaven it ſelf 

will bring more Felicity to the amorous 

Soul, as it is a proof of his Love, than 

that it is a Donative of his Bounty. As 

paſſionate Brides do incomparably. more 

value the Wedding-Rings which their glad 

Lovers give them, as Pledges than as Gold. 

'Tis {aid of the perſecuted and diſgraced 

Apoſtles, that they rejoyced to have been *$5-4'- 

counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. 

But if they deſervedly rejoyc'd ,to be 

allowed to ſuffer for him; of how. much 

Joy ſhall they have juſt cauſe, that are ad- 

mitted to Reign with him 2 his having ſu 

ported the Hardſhips and the Toyls ( for I 

muſt not now call them Evils) to which 

our afflicted Condition of Mortality is ex- 

pos'd, does {o much Alleviate them, and re- 

freſh us under them, that in this ſence alſo 

it may be truly ſaid, that the chaſtiſement of '® 53-7 

our peace was upon him, and by his hurts we 

are healed. - But he that reliey'd us even 

by his Croſs, will ſure do more for us by 

his Crown, when he ſhall admit, andeven 

invite, each faithful ſervant to no lefs a 

Bleſſing, than to enter into his Maſters Foy. Mnca5ar 
So 
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So rich a Source of Happineſs did Chrilk 
deſign - to make himſelf to us in all his 
capacities and conditions, that in Heaven 
and in Earth, it was, and will be, his gra- 
cious/ and conſtant imployment, to ſhare 
our Griefs, or impart to-/us his:Joys; and 
either leſken our Miſeries by his Sufferings; 
or increaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity. 

Expect not, Zindimor, that I thould 
ſolemnly beg your pardon for this feem- 
ing Excurſion, till I come to think it + 
digreſſion, to infilt on the Bleſledneis: of 
Chriſt in Heaven, treating of the Happr- 
neſs which thoſe char love him | will et 
joy there. Wheretore, not 'to fpend 
time if .imploring a needles forgivenels, 
T ſhall proceed to rell you, Lindamer, that 
in Heaven we ſhall not only ſee our elder 
Brother Chriſt , bur probably alto our 


Kindred, Friends, and Relations, thath- 


ving here in his Fear, died in his Favour. 
For ſince our Saviour tells us, that -the 


- Children of the Reſurredtion ſhall be iifyaw, | 
equal to, or like the Angels, Who yet inP 


the Viſions of Daxiel and St. Fohn, appear 
to be acquainted with each other. ſince, un 
the Parable of the miſerable Epicure, and the 
happy Beggar, the Farher of the faithful is 
repreſented,as knowing, aor only the —_ 

on, 
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ſon, and preſent condition, but the paſt 
Story of Lazarss : Since the Infſtrucer of - 
the Gentiles, confidently expects his Con- 
yverted and Pious Theſſalonians, 'to be his 
Crown at that great day ; When the havi 


turned many to righteouſneſs, ſhall, as the Dan.2. 


Scriprure foretels, confer, a Star-like and 
immortal brightneſs. Since - ( which is 
chiefly” conſiderable ) the knowledge of 

articular actions, and, conſequently, pet- 
ons, ſeems requilite to the attainment of 
thar great end of God, in the day of Judg- 
ment; the manifeſtation ofthe Punitive and 
Remunerative Juſtice : ſince, I ſay, theſe 
Arguments, beſides divers others, are af- 
forded us by the Scripture ; we may ſafely 
conclude it probable, that we ſhall know 
each other in a place, where, fince-nothing 


requiſite to happineſs can be wanting, we 
| may well ſuppole (at leaſt, if we can ima- 


gine here, what we ſhall think there) that 
we ſhall not want fo great a ſatisfaCtion,as 
that of being knowingly happy in ourother- 
ſelves, our Friends. Nor is this only pro- 
bable, Lindamer, but "tis not improbable, 
that thoſe Friends that know us in Hea- 
ven, ſhall welcome us thither. For, fince 


"Chriſt aſſures us, that the yery Angels 


( though they be ſo far from being related 


ro 


Luk. 15. 7. 
1 Cor. 13- 
8. 
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to our perſons, that they are Foreigners to 
our.yery Nature) receive acceſſion of Joy 
for a relenting Sinner, that by repentance 
begins to turn towards God ; you will not 
think itabſurd, that in a place where Cha- 
rity ſhall nor only continue ( as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) bur grow perfect, our dear Friends 
ſhould rejoyce to ice us,not only begin to 
turn rowards God, but come home to him. 
Nor is it unlikely, that our tranſported 
Souls ſhall murually congratulate each 0+ 


rher,their having now fully eſcaped the nu- 
merous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick- 


ſands, and threatning Storms, and no [cls 
dangerous Calms, through which they are 
at length arrived at that peaceful Haven, 
where Innocence and Delight ( which are 
hereſoſeldom matcht) are inſeparable Com- 


panions, both of each other, and each Ble(- 
{ed Reſident. With thoſe Friends we here » 
lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. And |, 


"Twill be but need, that the diſcovery of 
each others Virtues ſhould bring us to a 


mutual knowledge of our perſons; for o- | 


therwiſe we ſhall be ſo chang'd, that we 
ſhould never know our Friends ; and 
ſhould ſcarce know our Selves, were not 
an eminent increaſe of knowledge a part 
of that happy change. ; 

of 


ERGO POUO Dc 7sT EE "ms: @adisDT 


— 
cr 


mp, win TD AO TODO ww -.00D WW £7130 4 tos 3 wa =.v 


" CT vw CTY Y ws 
- 


las) 


Seraphick Love. 


For .thoſe departed Friends, whom at 
our laſt Separation, we ſaw disfigured b 

all the ghaſtly horrors of Death, we ſhall 
then ſee aſliſting. about the Majeftick 
Throne of Chriſt, with their once vile Bo- 
aves transfigured into the likeneſs of his glorious 
Rody, mingling their glad Acclamations 
with the Hallelujahs of Thrones, Princi- 
palities, and Powers, and the moſt dignifi'd 
Favourites of the Czleſtial Court. 'I need 
not tell you, Lindamor,chat we ſhall be more 
juitly tranſported at this Meeting, than 
was. good old Facob at that of his Son Fo- 
kph, whom having;long mourn'd for dead 
and loſt, he found. not. only Alive, bur a 
great Favourite, ready to welcome him to 
an unknown Court. For, whereas the Pa- 


143 


Phil.3. 21; 


triach {aid to his Son, Now let me die, fince Gen.46.36 


Thave ſeen thy face; the ſeeing of ourFriends 


| in Heaven will aſſure us, that we ſhall for 


ever Live with them there. The Re-uni- 
on of Friends being, there as priviledg'd 
from-Divorce, as.that of Soul and Body, 


| ( which ſcarce will be more ſtrict and 


{atisfactoiy. ) 


For,. here indeed, if our 
- 


Friends. do not allay, our. Love or 
og by. unwelcome Actions, or their con- 


tagious Sufferings, we commonly dote. on 


them to 4 Degree, that, as it were, Re- 
e k | - __ 


144 Seraphick Love. 

| ditcts God ro deprive us early of them;ind 
rh our Tdolds, and his Rivals, from us; 
But there, our, on both ſides, compleated 
Graces, will not only Deſerve, bur Allow a 
higher Strain of Friendſhip. The near Con- 
templation \ and Fruition of the infinitely 
tranſcendent Perfeftions of the Creator. 
keeping all our Kindneſs to the Creatures, 

not only Subordinate to the Love we owe 

to God, but grounded On it; as Excited 
Needles, when they ſtick faſteſtto.cach 0 

ther, owe their Union totheir having both 

been touched by the Load-ſtone; to which, 

they have therefore Both of them ſtronger 
Inclinations,than Either to the Other. - 

$2.24 There, probably, we ſhall ſarisfaQorily 
underftand thoſe deep and obſcure Myſte- 

ries of Religion, which, the profoundeſt 
Clerks that love not to flatter themſelves, 
acknowledge, they are unable fully to 
Comprehend ; being after all the Toy! 

and Induſtry of their anxious Enquiries, 
reduc'd to fit down with the Apoſtle's 

6 rel.s in Admiration of that Depth, 

21! whoſe Bottom they cannot Fathom. There 
we ſhall underſtand thoſe obſcure paſia- 

S of  ( That Divine Book, wt un- 

capable of Flattery) the Scripture, which, 
notwithſtanding all that Bold Gn 

*an 


> px_ poi fem hp A a. — Tn SOD IEEE ERTg 


=>. 
 M———— 


— 


Seraphick Love. 
and Leari'd Expoliters have attempted to 
itluſtrare ir, does {till continue, in many 
Places, Obicure. There, diſcerning how 
exquiſitively the ſeveral Parts of Scripture 
are fitted to rhe ſeveral Times, Perſons,and 
Occurences, wherein their All-foreſeeing 
Author intended moſt to uſe them; _ we 
ſhall diſcern not only a' Reconcileableneſs; 
but a Friendſhip, and: perfe&t Harmony, 
betwixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt 
at Variance, and ſhall diſcover not only 
the Senſe of the obfcurer Paſlages, but 
the Requiſiteneſs of their having been 
written ſo obſcurely : That ſtrange and 
peculiar;as well as otherwiſe crypticai Me- 
thod and Stile of Scripture, which often 
colts us fo much ſtudy to find it Rational, 
we ſhall there diſcover to be admirable and 
worthy of its Omniſcient: Author. There, 
I hope, we ſhall have clearly Expounded 
to us thoſe Riddles of Providence, which 
have, bur too often, tempred even good 
Men, to queſtion Gods conduct in the 
Goverament of the World; whilſt the 
Calamities and Perſecutions of - Virtue, 
and Innocence, ſeem approv'd by him; 
who accumulates Proſperities on their cri- 
minal Oppoſers. There, we ſhall be con- 
vigc'd, that all theſe ſeeming irregula- 
| BY. ? rities. 
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rities, which the Heathen thought fit to im- 
pute to the giddy Whimſies of a blind fe- 
male Deity, are not only conſiſtent with 
God's Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are Pra- 
dudtions of it. And though ſuch a Belief 
does here,to inteligent perſons,ſeem perhaps 
a greater piece of SoiCcenialthan to refrain 
from Wine, or Gold, or Mittreſles ; yer in 
Heaven it will appcar as rea{onable as 
here we find it difficult. For,as B:/dad ſpeaks 
in Fob, We are. but of yeſterday, and know ne 
thing, wow our days upon Earth, are-but 4 
ſhadow. And the ſhortneſs of our Tranſitory 
Lives,not permitting us to continue long 
enough Spectators here, to ſee above a | 
Scene or Two at moſt of that great Play, 
Acted by Mankind upon the Stage. of the 
World; 'tis no wonder we are aptto harbor 
ſiniſter thoughts of the Contriver of a Plot, 
whoſe neither Beginning nor End we are 
acquainted with. Which yer is little lels 
injurious, than *rwere td cenſure the lofty 
Tragadian Sexeca, or ſome other matchlels | 
Artiit, having peruſed bur a piece of {ome 
Tragedy, whereof the latter part never ar- 
rived at our view. But when once God's 
whole Plot (if I may ſo ſpeak) and Con 
duct-in the Adminittration of rhe World, 
ſhall come to be diſclos'd ; all thoſe _ 
| volu- 
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lutions and occurrences of Empires , 
States, Families, and: particular Perſons, 
which Men are here ſo prone to quarrel 
with, will there appear fo juſt, ſo requi- 
ſire, and fo ſcaſonable, that thoſe very 
things which here tempted us: ro deny 
God, will there engage us to praiſe him ; 
and we ſhall not 1o -properly be fatisfy'd 
with his Providence, as raviſh'd. Bur eſpe- 
cially, we ſhall be tranſported with Wonder 
and Gratitude, when God ſhall vouchſafe 
to diſcover to his particular Servants, the 
Reaſons of his Diſpenſations towards them, 
and make out to them, not only the ne- 
ceſſity and Juſtice, but ev'n Mercifulneſs 
of thoſe very Afflidtions, that were moſt 
imputed to his Severity, (no ſtroke from 


God's Paternal Hand, either lightning ſoon- 


er, or falling heavier,or ſtaying longer,than 
the occaſion that extorted it, exacted) and 


convince them, that their Hopes were nes, 
ver difappointed, but-to ſecure their Tir 
tle to better things than thoſe they hoped 


for ; nor their inferior Intereſts preju- 
dic'd, but for the Advantage of the Su- 
preme Ones. Yes , all that unwelcome 
Darkneſs, that here ſurrounded our pur- 


. blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh art the 
dawning of thar bright, and as St. Peter's 2 Perg.it- 
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* Expreſſion may be interpreted ) Eternal 
Day ; wherein, theReſolution of all thoſe 
Difficulties which here Exercis'd” ( and 


perhaps Diſtreſs'd ) our Faith , ſhall be 


granted us to Reward it. And I muſt 
profeſs to you, Lindamer, ( as unfaſhion- 
able as{uch a Profeſſion may feemin a Gen- 
tieman not yet Two and twenty) thar I 
find the Study of thoſe excellent Themes, 
God's Word,and his Providence,ſo difficult, 
and yet {o pleaſing and inviting,that could 
Heaven aftord me no greater Bleſſing than 
a clear account of the abſtruſe Myſteries 
of Divinity and Providence, I ſhould value 


the having my Underſtanding gratifid and . 


enrich'd with "Truths. of. ſo Noble and 
Precious a Nature, enough to Court Hea- 
ven at the rate of renouncing for it all 
thole unmanly Senſualities and trifling 
Vanities, for which inconſiderate Mortals 
are wont to forfeit the Intereſt of their 
Saviour-{o dearly bought them in it. 

Nor ſhall we only converſe with Saints 
and Angels, but with that infinitely more 
glorious Deity, that made them, what they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf. 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy ( its Maker. ) 
God, and ſee him as he x, who, ( as the 


iz 5 Scripture telleth us ) ſhall then be _ 
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Seraphick Love. 
all : comprizing all the Goods, we yalue 
in the Creatures, as eminently and fully, 
as the Sun doth the Light that rtwinkleth 
in_the Stars. 


_ 


| that ask'd him, What he was born for, that 


| it, was to contemplate the Sun ; If our beſt 


Naruraliits themſelves, though the dark- 
neſs rhar 1s here caſt upon things, and the 
dimneſs of our Intellectual Eycs, ( which 
I remember Ariſtetle firly compares to thoſe 
of an Owl at Noon-day) permit us to 
diſcern but very little of that Wiſdom, 


Power, and Goodneſs, which he has  ex- 


preſs'd in the Creation; are yet often tranl- 
ported and raviih'd with a juſt Admiration 


of the Perfetions. he has diſplay'd in his 


GA I nu 3 ESR My: 


Workmanſhip; If the wiſe Queen that came 
ſo far to viſit Solomon, was put almoſt into 
an Extaſie, by the fight of his ( though 
Wiſe,yet Humane) ordering of things; And 


it Angels themſelves ( as St. Peter informs us) ! *** *: 


acfire to look into the myſterious Contr 1Uan= 
ces of God, in order to Man's Redem- 
ption : How great a ſatisfaction Linda- 


mer, may we juſtly conceive it muſt needs 
be, to be admitted to ſee ſo much 'of God, 
as Heaven will diſcover to us? clpecia'y 


L 4 Ince 


\,.{f one that was none of the leaſt of the 4na=+ 
Philoſophers, {crupl'd not to tell the Man gords. 


a 
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ſincs {o much of our furure happinſs wilf 


conſfit in that Beatifick Viſion, as the 
Schoolmen juſtly call ir) that St. Fohz con» 

1 Job. 3.2. cluded, that we ſhall be like God, becauſe we 
. ſhall ſee him as he is. And our Saviour 
himſelf paraphrafes our Caleſtial Felicity 

Mat. 5.8. by this Bleſſed Viſion, where he ſays, Blef- 


ſed arethe pure in heart, for they ſhall fee God: | 


As on the other fide, the Writers to the 
Hebrews employs the being deny'd the 
ſight of the Divine Object, as a deſcripti- 
on of extreme wretchedneſs, in that "Text 
where, having exhorted thofe ro whom he 
Heb. 12. WLItCS, to follow peace and holineſs ; he adds, 
- 1+ as the formidableſt Menace which he could 
make uſe of, to dererr them from ſlighting 
his exhortation, without which, no man ſha 
ſee the Lord, And by this Viſion our Savi- 
our ſeems to deſcribe the. Happineſs, even 
of Angels ; where, forbidding the fcanda- 
lizing of any thoſe little Ones that believe 
Apt adds, to enforce yer he had ſaid, 
ig Mhatrheir An els do always fee the face of his Fl- 
_ " ther in Eheam, We w be fy Ch u 
with. the Contemplation? and Fruition of 


Goods are included and dilated ) that As 

es, numberleſs as PE Ions that Bearific 
Yiſon abounds with, will ſearce afford us 
v 


d leiſure 


—_— —— 


that Glorious Object, (in whoſe Tnfiniry all | 


| Seraphick Love. 
leifure/for a diverſion ' to'any other plea: 
ſiites, than thoſe it If creates. © Whichyate 
{ mymerous and fo entire, that we ſhall 
there deſire nothing that we have not,” ex- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes to 
| him,or at leaſt a capacity to pay him'great- 
| er Thanks for what we have. And even 
thoſe deſires; God's Gracious accepration 
will make; in being conceiv'd accomplifi'd': 
for, otherwiſe Heavens Reſidents - fcarce 
know any other want, than that of need 


to with: The compleat Blefſedneſs of their 


Condition, reducing them to a happy ufe- 
lefnefs of Wiſhes, by affording them a fall 
Prezpoffeſſion of all the Objects of Defire. 
There time, like Fire, having deftroy'd 
| wharever it could prey on, ſhall at laft dye 
ir ſelf, and ſhall go out into 'Frerhity. 
whoſe Narure is tuch, rhat though our 
Joys, after ſome Centuries 'of Yeats; may 
ſeem to have grown elder, by havittg been 
enjoyed ſo many Ages, yet wilt they really 
ſtill continue new, not only upon the ſtores 
of their welcomneſs and' ireffineſs; bur 

by rheir perperually Equal ( becauſe Inft- 
| nite) diftance from a* Period. | There,, 
our Felicity ſhall always be the ſame, yer 
ever New. Wearinels arguing: imperfe- 
fon, either in the Objed, or the fAppe- 
| | fite x 
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nee 
ven.do.admit variety, . it be \uppos'd 
ſuch, an.one, as ſhall ir nay. in a further 


Knowledge of rhe Firſt Object (God,) not 
a forſaking of it ; and {uchas ariſes fromthe 
fixt beholding of the changing-necks of 
Doves, or ſuch as we may ſee in the diyer- 
ſify'd refractions of the ſame ſparkling Dia- 
mond. In God, there is (if I may fo peak) 
{uch a various Indentity, that the Fruition 
of him both ſatisfies and creates deſires : 

though That, without Satiety : and This, 

without diſquier. Ocher Delights, like the 
uſual Cloaths we wear, quickly grow Stale; 
and are ſoon worn out; whereas Czleſtial 


Pleaſures participate of the Prerogative of 


the J ews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of 
not impairing by being uſed Long. Burt as 
the amorous Needle, once joyn'd unto the 
Load-ſtone , would never uncomp pell'd , 


forſake the inchanting Mineral; wg after- 


ages cling,no leſs..cloſely to it, than at 
the firſt moment of their Union : So do 


the Saints in Heaven, with the ſame Un- 


Smniniſh: d freſhneſs ever poſſeſſes their 


r,-that, Variety. (it (elf ) ſhall not be 
_ d. as a Part of it... And, if Hea- 


Joys, | 


a. 


dark deſcriprions : 
Poetical than Chorographical ) of what 
the Apoſtle {tiles, The Inheritance . of the Col. 1. 12. 


Seraphick Love, : 
Joys, as if each moment were the firſt that 


they poſſeſs'd them in. And, if their Hap-. 


pineſs does not improve by laſtingerEnjoy- 
ment, 'tis perhaps,bur becaule jt was at firſt 
uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Plealures 
do admir acceſſion, they ſhall receive irc 


from our Aſſurance, that we - lhall taſte 


them for ever, and perpetually repeat (or 
rather continue) the ſame renew d Fruiti- 
ons to an Eternity, endeard by nothing 
more, than by the quier leiſure it will at- 
ford us, undiſtractedly ro employ it ince- 
lebrating of the Authors Praiſes ; and in 
a condition, happicrin that by it we grow 
paſt Doing, than paſt Suttering Ill, In Hea- 
ven (ina word). our inexhauſted: Joys 


| will be ſo numberlefs, and ſo .immenle, 


that we ſhall need, ( as well as have ) 
Eternity it felf to taſte rhem fully. 


But Lindamer, it'was not my Deſign $ef. 26. 


to give. you a particular Topography 


of this Caleſtial Canaan; but only in a 


few words to let you ſee, that tis 4 Land 


flowing with Milk and Honey. And though 


T acknowledge , I have given you bur 
( and ſometimes rather 


Saints in Light, _ Yet ſince , to whet our 


Lon g- 
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knowledpe, it is' reſery'd among the Pre- 
rogatives of being itt” Heaven, to know 
how on [ſhall -be;, when There: 
and fee, what tlie Sctiprure hath reveal'd 
of Paradiſe, {&ems meant rather to quicken 


our Obedience; than-ſatisfie our Curioſity; | 


I may for thoſe fv have perhaps to- | 


lerably perform'd that Task (of Heavenly 
Topogtaphy ) by the acknowledgments of 
my di —_— to doit worthily. I thall -_ 
only add this property of our expecte 

Bliſs that the Et 21? PrP of Partners 
does detract nothing from each private 
ſhare, nor does the Publickneſs of it lefien 


Propriety in it. This Ocean of Felicity be- | 


tps,- for Fruitive"( or experimental ) 


ing {0 ſhoatleſs, and ſo-bottomleſs,that all | th 


the Saints and Angels cannot exhauſb it: 
it being as itpoflible for an Aggregate of 
Finites, to comprehend or exhauſt one Infi- 
nite, as 'tis for the greateſt number of Ma- 
themarick Points to amount' to, or con- 
ſtiruce a Body. Our Neighbor-Regions do 
all enjoy the benefit of Light 'as well-as 


We; yer we enjoy not lefs, than if they |. 
enjoy'd none. Indeed * there is this dit- | 


ference berwteen' the Soni of Righteoul- 
neſs and that of Heaven; that whereas 
the- latter”, by his Preſence, Ecliples = 

| | | e 


Seraphick Lowe. 155 
the Planets, (his Attendents;) the former 
though radiant with a much mightier ſplen- 
dor, will, by his Preſence, impart to his 
Saints; - according to that. of the Apoſtle, 

When Chriſt, who # our Lif?, ſhall appear, then C93 + 
ſball-we alſo appear with bins in. Glory. So that 
the Elect in lation ito.this Sun, ſhall gor 
| be like Stars, which, þis ſhining obfcyres 
and makes to dilappear ; bur like palith'd 


ml. 


Silver, or well glaz'd Arms,or thoſe Falls 
NES 


Balls of burgiſh'd Brals,the ropsof Chuzcl 
axe ſometimes. adorn'd with, which ſhine 
| not till they be thin'd upon, and derive 
their glittering Brightne(s, and all the daze 
ling Fire that environs and illuſtratesthem, 
from their being expos'd (unskreen'd) to 
| the Suns refulgent Beams. an my Beleved's, os 
and my Beloved is mine, ſays every Saint 
(with the Spouſe in the Canticles) to his Re» 
deemer. David ſays of them that pur their 
truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie Pf.36. @ 
them with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and make 
them drink of the River of bis Pleaſures : 
As if he. meant to inſ{inuarte, that, As: when 
a Multirude of Perſons drink af the ſame 
\ River, none of them-is able ro exhault it, 
and yet each of them may have the full 
liberty of Drinking as much as he Can, 
er: as much as he could, though 90G FRE 


x56 : © Seraphith.” Love. = 

Hirsſelf ſhould be Allow'd*to Drink of ic: | to 
So, whoſoever enjoys' God, 'enjoys him | U! 
Wholly, or at leaſt doth enjoy him ſo En-- | an 

tirely, in Relation ro that Man's Capacity, | 
that the Fruition of wharſoever-reſts-unen- | an 
joy'd of God, is forbidden by the Immen- | thi 
firy of the Object, and not the Prx-poſlefli- | & 
on of his Rivals; The Angels, though of a | fer 
Nature Differing from ours; dnd thereby | 44 
lac'd above the perſonal Experience of our- | #4 
ufterings and infirmities, -do yer ſo ſyrm- | dit 
pathize with us, that ( as our Saviour ins | tin 
forms 'us) they rejoyce at the repentance | en 
Lk 15-7- of a ſinner. And chbiigh the Menbers of | tio 
the Church-Militant, and thoſe of the Tri- | pe 
tmphant, live as far aſunder, as Heaven is Fe 
from Earth, and are not more Diſtant as ts | tht 
Place, than Differing as to Condition; yet | hiz 
St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be but ove | Ki 
Eph.3. 15. Family in Heaven and in Earth. If then the | Be 
diſparity of Reſidences, of Qualities, | co! 
and of Condirions, cannot now' hinder | As 
the Lovers of God from being ſo con- | 1 
cern'd in one another ; how much of en- 
dearing Kindneſs may we ſuppoſe, that 
they will Interchange, when both their 
Love ſhall be Perfeted, and all thoſe other | - 
Graces too that are proper to Cheriſh and 
Encreaſe it. For, the ſame Apoſtle, who, | thi 
| na | 


* 
+ ——— 


—— 
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to: aſſiſt us, to conceive rhe ſtritneſs of the 
Union both berwixt Chriſt and his Saints, 
and the Saints among themſelves, tells us, 


that Ze i' the Head, and they are his Body, ' Cor. 12+ 
and Members particular; teaches -us to make | 


| this Inference, That ou expreſs his Do- 
| Arine in his own words) 7f one Member ſuf- verſ27.18 


fer, all the omni 1. with it ; and if one 
Member be honour'd, all the Members rejoyce 
with it. Yes, Linidamor, in that bleſſed Con- 
dition, our Wills being perfeatly conform'd 
tints our Maker's, no Saint nor Angel can 
enjoy his Love withour poſſeſſing a propor- 
tionate Degree of Ours. - And then, fince 
& - Friendſhip appropriates to each 
Feietid the Croſles and Proſperities -of 


thei other (as good Barzillai could not be 


highlier oblige by David, than' by-the Ob 
Kol gy © his Son) each' Greral ” 
Beatirude in Heaven - ſhall / in ſome-ſort 
concern the whole Society, and ) be Ours. 
As Aſtronomers reach us, that -the- Earth 
receives Addition of Light by the Sun's 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, and from 
the Moon reflefting upon Her, - And be- 
cauſe our Perſonal Capacities. are too too 
Narrow, to contain all that joy, we-are 
(by the ſtrange Aricthmetick of Friend- 

ip) in a mannermultiply'd into as ma- 


=_ 
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oy: happy Perfons, as there are Saints and 
Angels bleſied.in Heaven, Qur perieAt union 
ro- our-common Head, and. mutual Commu- 
nions with each other, applying and. briag- 
ing home every Felicity. of. theirs. to us; 
This. Friendly and reciprocal Sympathy, 


reaching us each Glorifi'd Saints Bleſkednels, 


and: him ours, by a bleiled Circulatian, 
which makes us encreaſe, . by. our reſenting 
chem, thoſe joys (of others) whole encreale 
we:relent, Bur my thoughts. are engaged 
in-{9-good a Company, Lirdawor, that they 
keepme from contlideringhow falt the haurs 


pals, and. have almoſt made me forgot,that 


the. time which my occaſions allow'd nie 
far {cridling toyou, is fo far ſpent; .that not 
now. at la{t to reprieve you from the. pety 
ſegution.af ny blunt Pen,wereto.be almoſt 


as-injurious 9 my own affairs, as to.your | 
poll l Y 


Patience.  Hereafter yet b may 


make you ſome amends for this,with Riper | 


Diſcourſes : of the Nature and Duties, or 


(if you, will) the Properties: and Returns | 
of this Love, to. which I have hitherto | 


preſented you ſome Motives. To ( the 
laſt of ) which I might add, That our love 
to.the, Creatures is. an;Earneſt, but. to-God 
tis-a-Fitls ; the one: makes-us-the-Objeass, 


but the qrker makes the Objat ours; 
ITY That, 


a 
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gick,as to transform the Lover into theOb- 
jet lovd; we ought to be extremely care- 
ful of the Dedication of a Paſlion, ' which, 
as it is plac'd, muſt either dignifie our Na- 
rure, or degrade it : And not to addreſs to 
any lower(or,which is all one,to any other) 
Objett, che higheſt Intenſity of a 'Love, 
which'cannot but ſtoop without our Degra- 
dation. And theſe T might expariate-oh, 
and Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe I have already inſiſted 


on ; but that I may more popery reſerye 


them to the Treatiſe of the Properties of 
that Love, whoſe Nature ſo partakes that 
of its Objet, that there can hardly be 

roducd more powerful Motives to it, 
than the Conditions of it. Since then ( as 
I freſhly intimated ) I cannot bur fear thar 
your tir'd Patience, as well as my urgent 
Occaſions ( though theſe will recal me 
to morrow Morning to my own Weſtern 


| Hermitage ) doth at preſent ſummon me 
| to leave you; and ſince I cannot do 


ſo in a happier place than Heaven, I ſhall 
{ſuſpend my farewels, only to beg you to 
believe, that ſo Noble a Motive of ex- 
alting Friendſhip, as the ambition of ren- 


| dring mine a fir return for Yours, hath ſo 


M -: im- 


wel 


That ſince there is in Love ſoſtrange a Ma- 
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Separhick: Love. | 
improv'd my Kindneſs, that my AﬀeRtion, 
without —— .1rs, Greatneſs, could 
not, Expreſs it ſelf by any leſs Attempr, 
than this gaining you the greateſt, and of 
the moſt Deſirable of all Goods, by Ele- 
vating (that Nable Harbinger of your 
Soul ) your Love to, Heaven : Whole Joys 
alone are not inferior to thoſe which the 
being made Inſtrumental to procure them 
you, would really Create in, 


My deareſt Lindamor, 


From Leeſe this 6th 
of Aug. 1648, 


Ti bh moſt Faithful, moſt. 


| 
AfﬀeTionate, and moſt 


_ 


Humble Servant, | 


"of 


ROBERT BOYLE: 


j 
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ADVER TISEMENT. 


% /\_F Hilft this Fourth Edition 
V of the fore-going. Trea- 
| tiſewas upon finiſhing, it hapned, that 
| a Dewout and wery Ingenious Friend 
of the Authors, having preſs d to 
have the Peruſal of ſome Occaſt- 
onal Meditations that lay by him, 
on ſeveral Subjefs , met , among 
others, with that which follows ; 
And finding the Subjef to be of Af- 
finity with what is rather Touch d 
than inſiſted on, in the 65th Page 
of the paſt Treatiſe , Touching 
Mens Inabilnty co Praiſe God 
Worthily, and having a great deal 
of Partiality for the Reflefion, would 


needs have it annex'd as it was, to 


M 2 the 


(:162 ) 
the newly finiſh'd Edition + Not- 
withſtanding the Author's having too 
juſt cauſe to urge, That, beſides the 
Imperfefions that are made neceſſa- 
ry by the Sublimity of the Theme, 
ſuch Occaſional Papers , eſpecially 
His, are wont to have peculiar un- 
accurateneſſes, as being deſign d ra- 
ther to entertain the Writer himſelf, 
than any other Reader. 


An 
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An Occaſional Refleftion upon a 


LETTER> 


( Receiv'd in April, 1662.) 


Containing an Account of what paſſed 
on the RINGs Coronation- 


day, in a little Country Town. 
you, that the Writer of this 


WJZ 28 
Ys 
RSS Letter thinks that both in 


what he has ſaid of the King , and 
in what He has done to Solemnize His 
Coronation , he has behaved Himſelf 
rarely well. For I doubt not, but you 
ealily diſcern by his way of Writing , 
that he is highly ſatisfied with his Per- 
formances , and expeds that. he ſhall, 
if not be Thanked by the King, a tleaft, 
be. mention'd 'in ' the News-book. ; But 
Twill, I fear, be requiſite/ to telb you, 

; M- 3 that 


. Need not, Pyrocles , after what 
we have been Reading , tell 
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that this honeſt Man is not alone of his 
mind ; for being his Landlord's Bailiff, 
he is eſteemd at that rate by his 
nenth,, and look'd upon as a Man 

y - conſiderable in his Parith; and is 
perkays thought to have a right to Pity 
moſt of thoſe that:do not 2dmige what 
he- has now been doing. And, yer, You 
and I, who pretend. not to be Courtiers, 
can, in his Rural Encomiums,, and his 
ill-contriyed way. of Honouring his 
Prince, eafily diſcover ſo much that 
might have | been Mended , and '{o 
much that might be Laugh at, that, if 
the King, according to His wonted Gra- 
ciouſne(s, vouchſafe this Action his Smiles, 
it muſt not bein conſideration 'of. the 
ſuitableneſs | of the Performances to: the 
Occaſion, bur, partly as they proceed 
trom a Hearty, though, ilexpreſsd, 


Loyalty and Love, and partly,' as { 


they atiord Him a Subject of Merriment. 
And not only the. nice Criticks, who 
have feen thoſe Magnificent Solemnitics, 
and heard the | Eloquenr Panegyricks, 
herewith. . the principal Cities. and 
Afftemblics in the Nation have: thought 
they did. but Fart of what they thould; 
and not only. thoſe - Ailiduous Cour: 

tiers, 
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"tiers, who, by the Honour of a nearcr Ac- 
cefs have Opportunities (deny'd to others) 
of diſcovering thoſe Parricularities that 
may beſt give a higher Venerartion for a 
Great Perion and aGreat Prince, to thoſe 
that are qualifiid to diſcern and rellijth 
fuch things ; not only thele, I ſay, will 
have a quite other Opinion of the Ru- 
ral Praiſes, and Antique Ceremonies that 
were ſo well lik'd a hundred Miles from 
' London; but this Country-man himſelf, 
if he were admitted to the Court, and 
' bred a while there , would in time fee 
- fo great a diſtance berwixt what he has 
done, and what a Perſon better bred 
might have done, that he could not re- 
member without Bluſhes, what he now 
looks upon with Triumph. 
"And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs to You, Pyrocles, that I havecdon 
' other Rifes ) fn times _ revoly- 
Ing in m 1 ts, what the Angels 
hank of thoſe ſe and Deſriprions 
of God that Ment deviſe, (For Tantend 
'not here to ſpeak 'of thoſe the Scripmure 
fuggeſts) and wherein we are molt Ap- 
planded - by others, and do' oftentimes 
perchance Applaud'our felves. '\For:vhoſe 
"Caleftial Courtiers (if 1 may {o call them) | 


M 4 have 


( d x5 6 ; ) 
- have ſeveral Advantages to aſflilt them;in 
the Celebration of our common - Maſter, 
which we poor Mortals want. For rſt, They 
are free from thoſe Selfiſh and Inordinate 
Afﬀections, that too often hinder us, ei- 


ther from Diſcerning the Excellency - of 


divers of God's Attributes and Ways, or 
from duly Acknowledging it. They. have 
no Sins to keep them from deſcrying the 
Juſtneſs of what he does; They have no 
Ingratitude to oppoſe the fuller Reſent- 
ments of His Goodneſs; and they are not 
tempted, not to diſcern and adore His 
Wiſdom, for fear they ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining at His Diſpenſations. 
And: indeed, their Longzvity allowing 
them the full Proſpe& from end to end, 
of thoſe intricate tranſactions of Proyi- 
dence, of which ſhort-liv'd Mortals do com- 
monly ſce but a part; . they are queſtiqn- 
leſs far more ſatisfi'd with the incompara- 
bly better Contrivances they diſcern ..in 
the Management of humane Afairs, than 
we. are with the Conduct or Plots of 
the; moſt: Skilfully written Plays and 
Romances. Beſides, Thoſe happy Spirits, 
- of: whom rhe Scripture tells us, that they 


Luk. 1. -Jtand: before God, and. that they continu- 
Mat. 18, #1 ſet HTis face, have by that Priviledge, 
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| .the bleſſed Opportunities of diſcovering in 
the Deity. they Contemplate and ſerve, 
many Excellencies, which even They could 
never. but by Experience have form'd any 
| thoughts of ;_ and they ſee in one anothers 
| Solemn Adorations and Praiſes, a way of 
| Honouring the Object of them ſo much 
| tranſcending the. urmoſt of what We here 
aim art, that their Homages to their Crea- 
tor may well be ſuppos'd of a far Nobler 
| Kind than ours. And laſtly, When I confi- 
| der, how much leſs unworthy Thoughts 
| _ and. Expreſſions touching Things Divine 
the ſame Perſon may have, when' come to 
his full Maturity of Age and Parts, and 
whilſt he was but a Child in both; and 
when I conſider, how much more Advan- 
tageous Conceptions of the Wiſdom dif- 
played in the Univerſe, and particularly 
| 1n the Contriyance ofa Human Body, one 
| thar is a true Philoſopher, and a skilful 
' Anatomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
a man illiterate, and unacquainted with 
Diſſections : When, I ſay, I conſider 
theſe things, and' compare. the dim Twi- 
- light of Human Intelleds in this Life, 
with that Clear and Radiant Light, 
which the Scripture aſcribes to Angels, 
I]. cannot bur chink, thar, ſhaying to the 
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Privilege of a'much Nearer:Accefs than is 


CE i IDS, F 


thergueſs'Conceprions of the Divine At- 
tributes, and'glorifie the Poſtefior ar an 6- 
"therguefs Rare, than js allowed to Thoſe, 
' whole Underftandings are fo dim, and 
Whoſe Reſidence is fo remote from that 


bleſſed Place,” where” the Perfeftions they | 


would Extel ate moft Diſplay'd. 

Afiſted by theſe and ' the like Advan- 
tages, Pyracles, thoſe happy Spirits may 
welt frame Notwons, and employ expre- 
ſfſioas in honour of their Maker, fo far 
rranſcending Ours , that, though the 
AngePs Goodneſs keeps them, doubtleſs, 
from beholding. them with Contempr ; 


mpt 
yer',- we pang Lett think they Lock | 


upon them with 'fach a kind of. Pity, 


as that, wherewith great Wirs and Cour- | 
ticrs look upon the Miſtakes and Imper- | 


fections of what chey Did and Writ, when 
they were bur:Schoolboys ; 'and ' as that, 
- wherewith, when we thalt be admired 
to the Society of the Angels, we ſhall 
look back upon aur former felves. No, 
Pyrocles, to Praiſe God is a Pebr, which, 
m though 
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$ | though we ſhould ever be Paying,we muſt 
* |\always Owe,not only becauſethe renewed 
* | Obligations will laſt” as long as we;” but 


| becauſe, though theentire Sum were poſſible 
tobe paid, we have'no Coyn of the Value 
" | that would be requiſite to'makea Payment 
" of tharnarure. *Tis true indeed, that ſome 
men {ay much more than others 'ppon a 
Subjet, on which none can ſay Enough, 
- | and which,even the Spirits of juſt Men made Heb. 10. 
| peyfel# can bur imperfectly Celebrate, Tt 
may be too,that the Praifes we pay ro God 
' | procure Us fome from Men, and perhaps 
even from Orarors and Encomiaſts ;- and 
though Ihope no Man can ſo flatter himſelf, 
as'to think he can Flatrer whar he can ne- 
ver do Right to; yer the zealouſneſs of our 
Endeavours, and the Applauſe that orhers 
| entertain them with,may perhaps tempt us 
| to think, thar becauſe in our Expretſions 
| we have furpatſed ourlſelves,wehave almoſt 
' | equaFd our Theme: as if ro make our 
| | Praiſes roo 'grear' for any other Subject, 
were ſufficient to make them-great enongh 
for God. But alaB, how widely muſt we 
be” miſtaken t fince our Exprefftions, if 
we ſpeak ſence, can - at beſt bnr fully re- 
sfent our Conceprions, and thoſe being 
put” the Notions pf a Finite Creature, 
muſ} 


” Ln | 
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muſt., needs: fall extremely ſhort of Per-- 

fections , which were not what they *are,. 
if they were not Infinite. No, when. | 
we have. employ d the loftieſt Hyper- | 
boles, and exhauſted all the celebrating. | 
Topicks and Figures of Rhetorick ; when | gy 

we have dreſſed Metaphyſical AbſtraQi- 

ons in Poetick Raptures; when we have | (7 
ranſack'd whatever things are. noſt Ex- j Ble 
cellent among the Creatures, and having | g,, 
Defzecared'them, and Piled them up toge- | pg 
ther, have made that heap bur a Riſe to | {+ 
take our ſoaring flight from ; when we have | thi 
ſummed up, and left beneath our Expreſli- | th, 
ons, all that we are here wont to acknow- | 4 
ledge above them ; nay, wher inſtructed,. | ax 
_ as wellas inflamed, and tranſported by that | jn, 
: Tim"6. [naceſible Light, that is Inhabited by what | th 
; we Adore, we ſeem raiſed and elevated a- .| qr, 
boveall that is Mortal,and above our ſelves, | qc 
and ſay things, that nothing elſe could ei- | EX 
ther inſpire or merit ; even ther, I ſay,thoſe | te 
expreſſions, which any otherwiſe applyed, | th 
would be Hyperboles, do but expreſs our | C, 
Devorion, not the Divine Object of it, and | T 
declare How much we Honour [Him, ra- | 
ther than what He is. And indeed, none | .q, 
but the Poſleſſor of an Infinite Intelle&t | 1 
can be able to ſay, what - the Podrfjor, of 
other 
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other Infinite PerfeQtions deſerves to have 
 f ſaid-of Him. And whatever zealous skill 
| we praiſe God with, we do far leſs Honor 
- | Him than Injure Him, if we think our aſpi- 
| ringſt Praiſes can arrive ſo far, as Ifay not 
. | to Reach, but ſo much as to Approach their 
| Subject. | 
; Bur, ler not this inevitable Impotence 
| (Pyrecles ) trouble or diſcourage us : thoſe 
Bleſſed Souis that follow the Lamb whitherſo= ver.14.4: 
| ever he goes, do (as we are taught in the A- 
| pocalypſe) make it their Buſineſs, and find 
it their Happineſs, toſpend a great partof 
their Eternity in extolling him, by whom 
they are plac'd in a condition, where they 
can have no employment bur what is Holy 
and Noble. Andeven here low,bethe prail- 
| ingof a God is Work, wherein we imutate, 
| though we do not equal the Angels, and 
| | 
| are buſted in the ſameemployment,chough 
| not with the ſame skill.Nay,Heaven it ſelf 
exempts not its Reſidents from an Impo- 
' tence which belongs ta Creatures, not as. 
they are imperfect ones, bur as they are 
| Creatures.Eventhe Members of the Church 
Triumphant do not triumph over this neceſ- 
ſary Impotence ; their Praiſes may need Par- 
don,even ina place where they can Sin no | 
more ; And they can expe bur from on | 
Good-. 


: 
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that, are Improv'd, as well as, Occaſtotid) 
even:by-their:being.maide Partakers of his 
Glory. 


* 


Exftzich Vifow, the Seraphims themſelves | 
that are introduced, 'as anfwering one as | 
nothers glad Acclamations to God,are likes | 


wile repreſented,as Covering(out of reſpect) 


their, Faces.with their Wings. Bur, Pirectes, 
as I was ſaying, thisunaygidable Diſabili- 


ty to lay: things Worthy of God, need not 
at all: trouble us; fince we.pay our Homages 
to one, whole Goodneſs our exprefſions can 
as lixctle equal , as they can has otheriAte 
tributes. He that Created -us, will--ndt 
Impurce'it to us, that we a but as Crea> 
rures ; And fazce he has declar'd, thar where 
there is a willing Mind, a Man is accepted ac 
cording to what he has, and not according to 
what he has not. 


ing his favourable Acceptance of our 
Praiſes, ſuppoſes the boundleſs Perfefi 
ons of Him, whom thoſe Praiſes (through 
his Goodneſs ) help to; give us an iny 
terelt in; And no Soh wonld repine 
at his Royal Fathers Greatneſs, how Im- 

| menſe 


me 


Nay, even inthe Propher 1ſazab's | 


The Impotence I have | 
been {peaking of, ought to bring us | 
rather Joy than Trouble, ſince the inft- | 
nite Diſtance berwixt us, without leſſen» 


WO 
|Dx 
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» \menſe ſocyer, being ſure, that Greatneſs 
; | would not leſſen his Kindnefs.” For 'is feſs 
> |Defizeable ro be ablero deſcti e the Power 
; |and Excellencies of him we have an Threreſt 
z it, than to have an Intereſt'm one, whoſe 
> \Power and Goodneſs exceeds Whatever 
, |we can fay or Fancy of them. 

To conclude, Pyrocles, fince on the one 
» 

1 

; 

b 

b 


, | fide God is molt truly ſaid in the Scripture gy, , 
, |to be ſo Glorious, that he is Exalted above all ss © 
Bleſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently , 
though 7 could (to ule St. Paul's Phraſe) , .. 
ſpeak with the Tongnes of Men and-2ygels, 1. 
yet the higheſt things I could ſay of the 
Divine Perfetions, muſt needs be there- 
| fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able to ſay them. And, ſince on 
, | the other ſide, it is of Us Men, thar 
; | God vouchſafes to ſay, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, #5023. 
þ-4 glorifieth Me ; and his tranſcendent Excel» 
; | lencyis ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
| | reſembling Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Be- 
| nignity is one of the moſt conſpicuous 
Parts of it; I will not forbear to pay my 
| Praiſes unto one, whoſe deſerving inft- 
| nitely more than I can offer, keeps him 
not from Accepting as much leſs than he 
| deſerves. But then I muſt not Preſume 
| ro fill my Month with his Praiſes, without 
| Senfibly 
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any Subject, whereon my Expreſſions can 
more want Eloquence, than on this Sub- 
je ; even Eloquence it ſelf would want 


FINTS. 


enhbly y acknowledging, that there is. not | 
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